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APPENDIX - FY 2026 PRT FARE AND SERVICE PROPOSAL

Public Hearing 1

Date: 4/29/2025

Location: Convention Center
Room: Main

Time: Morning



PI TTSBURGH REGI ONAL TRANSI T BOARD
ok x  x ok x % * %
I N RE: PUBLI C COMMENT ON PROPOSED
SERVI CE REDUCTI ONS AND FARE | NCREASE
ok k% ok k% * ok
BEFORE: LAURA SANTOS,
Hearing Moder ator
Kat herine Kelleman, Member
Tom Burgunder, Member
Lindsey Williams, Member
Charl es Reeves, Member
Amy Sil bermann, Member
Donmi ni ka Brown, Member
Don Rivetti, Member
Jim Ritchie, Member
I nez Colon, Member
Mi ke Cetra, Member
HEARI NG: Tuesday, April 29, 2025
9: 05 a. m.

Any reproduction of this transcript
i's prohibited without authorization

by the certifying agency.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




LOCATI ON: David L. Lawrence
Convention Center
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MS. KELLEMAN:

Good morning. Thank you,
way in the back. Thank you very much.
Good morning. My name is Katherine

Kell eman for Pittsburgh Regiona
Transit. PRT is conducting this public
hearing as part of a public comment
period that began at 8:00 a.m. on
Monday, March 31st, 2025. The period
will conclude on Wednesday, June 18t h,
2025 at 5:00 p.m., to receive public
input on PRT's proposed funding crisis,
related fare increases, and service
reductions.

Bef ore we begin to

receive public comment, our hearing
moder ator, Laura Santos, will go over
some housekeeping information. Ok ay,

we don't have a mic.

MS. SANTOS:

Good morning, everyone.
This hearing is being recorded and

transcribed by a Court Reporter. | f

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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you do not want to be recorded, we
pl ease ask that you exit the hearing
room at this time. Pl ease note that we
have American Sign Language and Spanish
| anguage interpreters to provide
transl ation services during the
hearing. For participants who
regi stered to provide public comment at
today's hearing, you'll be called up to
speak at your designated time, though
you may be called up as much as 15
mi nutes early to speak if there are no
other speakers scheduled to speak. For
participants who did not preregister,
you have been placed into an open ti me
slot to speak and will be called up to
speak at your designated time, though
you may also be called up as much as 15
mi nutes early to speak if you --- |if
there are no other speakers schedul ed
to speak.

Each speaker will have

three minutes to provide their public

comment . When called upon, please
clearly state your name and spell it
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908
11
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and then speak clearly. The hearing
ti mekeeper will alert you when you have
one minute remaining. I f your three

mi nutes is up and you want to provide

further comment, you can do so Vi a
telephone, regular mail, or online
until 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Ti me

on Wednesday, June 18th, 2025.
Additional details on these other
met hods to submit public comment to PRT
regarding the proposed funding crisis
related fiscal year 2026 fare increases
and service reductions is available on
PRT's website at
www. ri ghtprt.org/funding-crisis.
Speakers cannot donate or del egate
their allotted time to another
individual interested in speaking, but
speakers may read in written comments
they may have brought in with them on
behalf of another individual during
this scheduled comment ti me.

The purpose of this
public hearing is for PRT to receive

public comment only. Participating PRT

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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Board members and/or staff members will
not respond to public comment provided
during this hearing, but all comments
will be recorded and analyzed as part
of the public comment collection
process.

Additionally, there's an
information table set up outside the
hearing room where there are PRT staff
that can answer questions. Bot h PRT

Board members and senior management

will be listening to public comments
during this public hearing. At this
time, | would ask PRT Board members who

are in attendance to identify
themsel ves.

MR. BURGUNDER:

Tom Burgunder.

SENATOR WI LLI AMS:

Senator Lindsey W IlIliams.

MS. SANTOS:

Ok ay.
Il will now ask PRT senior
management who are in attendance to

identify themsel ves.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

13
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11
MR. REEVES:

Charl es Reeves.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Kat herine Kell eman, CEO.
ATTORNEY CETRA:

Mi ke Cetra, Chief Legal
Officer.
MS. SI LBERMANN:

Amy --- Amy Silbermann,
Chief Development Officer.

MS. COL ON:

|l nez Colon, Chief Human
Resources Officer.

MR. RIVETTI :

Don Rivetti, Chief
Mai ntenance Officer.

MR. RI TCHI E:

Jim Ritchie, Chief
Communi cations Officer.

MS. SANTOS:

Ok ay.

This public hearing was
scheduled from 9:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m.,
and 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with a two
hour break from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m,

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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and PRT intends to conduct a public
hearing for the entire advertised ti me
periods to ensure members of the public
who did not preregister but appear
today and sign up to speak have an
opportunity to do so. Thank you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Laura.

Absent additional state
funding, PRT is facing an operating
budget deficit of approximately $100
million in fiscal year 2026. PRT is
required by |l aw to pass a bal anced
budget, and with so many fixed costs,
we are proposing a 35 percent reduction
in bus, light rail, and incline
services. | f approved by PRT's Board,
these changes would begin with PRT's
February 2026 service adjustments along
with the $0.25 cent fare increase.

Additionally, due to the
severity of the budget deficit,
corresponding reductions to service
| evel s and increases in fares are also

being proposed for PRT's sponsored

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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paratransit program ACCESS. Thi s

program provides demand response
transportation services for eligible
i ndividuals with disabilities and
senior citizens in Allegheny County.
And today, we are joined by Karen
Hoesch from ACCESS. Good Morning,
Kar en.

A summary of the proposed
funding crisis related fiscal '26 fare
increases and service reductions is
provided below, and with --- and
additional information is available on
PRT's website at
www. ri deprt.org/ fundingcrisis.

We will now begin to hear
public --- to receive public comment.

MS. SANTOS:

The first speaker 1is
LI oyd Knight. Kni ght, are you here
today again? Again, that is Lloyd

Kni ght . Ok ay .

We will move on to the
next schedul ed speaker, Stefan Wuchana
(phonetic). Ok ay .

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908
16
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Moving on to the next
speaker, Mark A. Schramm. Al'l right.
Ok ay.

Moving on, Roxanne Huber.
Okay, thank you. You will have three
mi nutes to speak, and we will | et you
know when you have one minute
remaining. Thank you.

MS. HUBER:

Can you all hear me?

MS. SANTOS:

Yes.

MS. HUBER:

Ok ay.

So, my name i s Roxanne
Huber . To spell that for the record,
it'"s R-0O-X-A-N-N-E H-U-B-E-R.

So first off, | know you
guys know how i mportant public transit
is, so thank you for taking this time
to Ilisten to the public today. So a
little bit more about myself. I work
with the Teen Outreach to Promote
Safety, or TOPS program. We work with

three pediatric forensic psych clinics,

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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Juvenile Probation, and Children Youth
and Family Services. Together, all of
us serve those in a community that most
community organizations don't want to
work with, are marginalized, and l|live
in |l ower socioeconomic statuses.

When | first heard of the
proposed funding crisis and the
proposed budget cuts, my first thought

did not go to my use of public transit,

but to the clients that we serve. And
as | |l ooked further into the proposed
budget cuts and transit cuts, | saw

that there was going to be an i mmedi ate

concern because public transit is
essential for our families due to the
inaccessibility to telehealth and the
inability to benefit from telehealth

and the in person requirements that
they have.

I f transit is cut and
these people who cannot use telehealth
cannot complete treatment, they will
land in residential facilities, which

| eads to increased trauma, separated

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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families, continued generational
struggles, and higher state costs in
general as outpatient treatments are
more successful and more cost effective

in that capacity.

From there, | think of
our community's impact. If transit is
cut, people are going to |l ose their

jobs because they use transit to get to
those jobs, which adds unnecessary
costs to our already struggling
economy, which | know all of you are
feeling. I n turn, people are also
going to miss essential preventative
medi cal appointments such as dent al
hygi ene appointments and their yearly
checkup and screenings. In turn, this
is going to create worse health
outcomes and apply more pressure to a
coll apsing medical system.

On a more positive not e,
public transit reduces our carbon
footprint in general, which provides
cleaner air, |lets more people be

outside and in our communities, and it

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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hel ps prevent an environment al
catastrophe that we are running into.

I n general, as you know, public transit
makes the world accessible and is
essential for all people. Reducing the
routes that are being proposed or
removing them from the budget is going
to be detrimental to our clients, our
clinics, and our society.

So with this in mind, as
you guys are already doing, please keep
advocating for your budget, and | do
urge you to consider revamping your bus
routes to continue making public
transit equitable for all. Thank you
so much.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you.
MR. BURGUNDER:

Thank you.
MS. SANTOS:

Next speaker is Nichol as
Kyriazi. Again, that is Nichol as
Kyriazi. Gabrielle Green. Okay.
Again, Gabrielle Green. Val erie Smith.
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908
20
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Benjamin John Chiszar.
Okay, thank you. Again, you have three
mi nutes to speak and we'll Il et you know
when you have one minute remaining.

MR. CHI SZAR:

Benjamin John Chiszar.
Transit is l|life.
Personal mobility is freedom. Public

transit should be seen as a public

good. Al'l public transit should be
free. Fares are user fees for a system
we already paid for. This constitutes
doubl e taxation. As a veteran of the
elite military intelligence corps, this
will not stand with me.

The cost for transit
should be borne by government revenues,
not the riders. A dedicated transit
sales tax would make the most sense.
| f public transit was free and
efficient, more people would use it.

PRT is an embarrassment.
An expensive embarrassment. There's a
reason why more people don't use it.

They don't want to. It'"s slow and

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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inefficient. The bus stops are worse
than a third world country. The
vehicles are too |l arge and expensi ve.
Why pay more?

And | et us agree on a
harsh standard on ridership. Al |

routes |l ess than half full for more

than half the day should be terminated.

By such a harsh standard, most of the
routes will be closed tomorrow. The
fleecing of the taxpayers must stop.
And as proof, nobody uses PRT.

So why are we really here
today? Because of failed | eadership
and gross mi smanagement ? We just

rai sed taxes 40 percent on everyone in

the county. Now PRT needs a bailout?
When you already waste $500 million a
year ? Now you have a $100 million

deficit? Most of the money goes to
staff, not the riders. Why don't you
cut salaries and benefits? | hope the
entire |l eadership team has resigned in
shame.

Harrisburg? That's who

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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you're counting on? The do nothing
| egi slature and the worthless governor
who the media seems to be in |love with?
They don't care about PRT. They're
just going to point to the ridership.
Where are all the | oud, white
progressives who care about the
environment ? Why aren't they using the
syst em? Because they don't want to, or
have to. They |ike their cars and
their all white neighborhoods even
t hough many of the ol der neighborhoods
| ack parking infrastructure for every
domicile to have a vehicle. And
everyone in this community knows it.

| believe we can
dramatically increase ridership by
banning on street parking in the

densely popul ated neighborhoods.

Banning driver's licenses for
foreigners. And if we really want to
be evil, let's ban all school buses,

forcing kids as young as five to
navi gate PRT.

We could provide

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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alternative transportation to all those

| ow income who rely on PRT via private

drivers and jitney vans and still save
money. | believe we should put a sales
tax on all sin, alcohol, marijuana,
gambling, tobacco, meat, sugar, salt,

processed food to fund roads, bridges,

sidewal ks, and public transit.

Make the system free. It
will be good for the economy. Do not
raise the fares. Shame on PRT for

raising fares on the backs of the
poorest amongst us. Thank you kindly.
May God bl ess Allegheny County and al
who call her home.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. Thank you.
The next speaker is Maria Napolitano.
Mari a Napolitano? Next speaker, Chris
Sandvi g. Al'l right. Okay.

We're going to hold off

on the next speakers. The next one,
it's at 10:00 in the morning. Al
right.

| f there's anyone in the

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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room that would |Iike to speak, but

hasn't signed up to speak, you can sign

up in the back in --- in the desks that
are out in the | obby. You can sign up
there, or to speak earlier. Al so, if

anyone arrived |l ate to their schedul ed
time, but was scheduled to talk between
9: 00 to 10:00 in the morning, you can
pl ease raise your hand and | can ---
can |l et me know what your name i s.

Yes, what is your name?

MR. HERZER:

David Herzer.

MS. SANTOS:

David Herzer, okay.

| don't have you
scheduled from 9:00 to 10: 00, but could
we ask you to --- to go schedul e
yourself to --- to speak?

MR. HERZER:

Sur e.

MS. SANTOS:

Ok ay.
Thank you. Yeah, 1 think
they want them to register. Ok ay .
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908
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MS. KELLEMAN:

So confirming that the

moder ator will be announcing. Anyone
who's here who would Iike to speak now,
we'd Iike to ask you to register, but

then you're more than welcome to come
speak. So register outside and come
back and talk to us.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. Can you state
your name for the record? And you have
three minutes to speak, and we'll 1l et
you know when you have one minute
remaining.

MR. HERZER:

David Herzer.

MS. SANTOS:

David Herzer, okay.

MR. HERZER:

Thank you for letting me
speak today. l*d like to speak on

behalf of those who work at the Amazon

Sort Center out in Crafton. Many of

them rely on transit. At present, |

have three buses that | can use. The
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908
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29, the 27, and the 26. Soon, it's
going to be just the 27.

That is ridiculous. And
not only that, but there are a | ot of
elderly people who can't even drive to
begin with. There are people on
wheel chairs. Access costs a fortune,
and soon the buses are going to be too
darn crowded to put the wheelchairs on
to begin with. | *ve already seen it.
Drivers can't put them on because the
front part's too crowded. That is
absurd. That is the most ridiculous
thing |I'"ve ever seen in my |ife.

How can you possibly take

it out on us? This is ridiculous.

What kind of excuse do you people have

for this? And let's tell the people in

Harri sburg that the voters are a

li ke elephants. They have |l ong

memories, and they better not be

| ot

running for incumbency because they're

going to remember and they're going

get rid of the people who tried

to

to

pass

this garbage and they're going to put

Sargent's Court Reporting Service,
(814) 536-8908

l nc.
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somebody in who's going to finally fixX
it

And not only that, the

buses, |ike | said, are going to be a

| ot more crowded. They're going to run
a lot less often, too. So if I miss
one, it's probably going to be an hour
before the next one comes. That' s
ridiculous. And cab fare is
unbelievabl e. Even just to get to

downtown to the Sorts Center costs
al most $20, and that's without tip.
And 29 is the one that's supposed to be
cut, correct? Guess what ? There's a
| ot of people who have to go out to the
--- the CCAC out there. Do you have
any idea how much a cab fare's going to
be just to get out there to begin with?
And you want these people to do this,
what ? Five days a week?

Sorry, that's
inexcusabl e. That's unacceptabl e.
Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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MR. BURGUNDER:

Why don't we give it five
mi nutes or so and see if somebody shows
up? And then we can.

MS. SANTOS:

Anyone in the room

regi stered to speak and would like to
speak earlier? Ok ay.

Thank you. You have
three minutes to speak, and we'll 1l et

you know when you have one minute to
speak. Thank you. Ok ay.
MR. WI LLI AMS:

Greetings board. My name
is Wyndell W lIliams. |l " m representing
the riders of the 52 --- 52L Homevill e,

53 Lincoln Place, 14 Ohio River ---
Ohi o Valley, the 012 McKnight Road, and
the two, the Mount Royal.

Those buses are planned
to be cut off. You're |l eaving complete
bus deserts. Al l egheny County was - - -
came out with a clean air report the
ot her week. We have bad air. You're

going to be putting more cars on the

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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bus. | mean on the road, | ess buses.
How's that going to settle this?
You're |l eaving bus deserts.

Saturdays, my bus doesn't

run. | have to walk two miles to
Homestead to catch a 53. You're
cutting my bus off, so |I'"m going to be

--- 1'"1ll have to do that with a coupl e
other peopl e.

A |l ot of people work
depending on PAT Transit. Some of them
do have cars. They choose to ride the
bus because it's more efficient and
it's more cost efficient for them. Now
you're going to --- again, you'll be
putting more cars on the road, more
stress on our bridges. Bad enough we
had a bridge collapse a couple years
ago in --- over in the park over there.
We got a couple bridges you can't even
drive across right now.

Buses made it easier for
people to get to work. | "' ve been
riding PAT bus, PAT buses, PRT buses

since 1973 when | was 13 years ol d.
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| *ve seen routes cut. Not hing added.
Everything is cut. | " ve seen pay - --
| *ve seen fares go up. Realistically,

hey, that's the cost of doing business
a |l ot of time with fares going up. But
to just eliminate a | ot of buses,
you're going to hurt elderly people who

need to get on buses to go to the

super market, especially to the
waterfront down at Homestead where | do
a |lot of my shopping and | see a | ot of

el derly people getting on a bus for
that .

| mean, where do we go
from here? You're depending on
Harrisburg. Guess what? Al'l of
Harri sburg's money is going to

Phil adel phia, which it always has been

going to Philadel phi a. Not hing has
changed in this state. Guys, and |
have. | called my state representative
and state senator. They need to get

of f their butts and find a good
solution for this because there's a | ot

of people who depend on buses and some
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don't have cars. So now, they're going
to be unempl oyed. And guess what ? No
jobs are coming into Allegheny County.
| don't see them. None are coming into
Pittsburgh. I don't see them. We
better hold on to what we have, or
guess what ? We'll become a big ghetto.
Worse than Detroit without this public
transportation.

Thank you very much. I
appreciate you guys for listening to
me, and have a good day.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

|l s there anyone else that was schedul ed

to speak that would |ike to go ahead?
Thank you. Yes. Okay, yes.

What is your name? Okay.
Ok ay. Thank you, Nick. You can go
ahead and speak now. You have three
mi nutes to speak, and we'll let you

know when you have one minute
remaining.

MR. KYRI AZI :

My name's Nick Kyriazi.
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| have |lived on the north side since
1976. I moved to the north side so |
would not need to own a car. | have

used public transit my entire working
life, including 37 years of taking the
46D Curry to the Bruceton Research
Center in South Park Township.

Now retired, | take PRT
vehicles for free. | am al so a
| i bertarian, and | feel guilty that
even when | was paying for my annual
transit passes, | was not paying the
full cost of the, my transportation.

When PRT gets money from
state government, that means that
taxpayers in Franklin, Pennsylvani a,
are forced to pay for my transportation
needs. | don't think that's right.
And I --- 1'"m wondering, why is |l ocal
public transit anything but a | ocal
i ssue?

| suggest that PRT begin

charging the true cost for

transportation. Some riders can afford
it. " m sure it's cheaper than owning
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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a car. And for those who can't, |
suggest creating a charitable

organi zational fund that | ow i ncome
people can apply to for their transit
needs. As evidenced by the mainly go
--- the many go fund me appeals, there
are many people anxious to help others
who have financial need. That way, no
coercion is involved in providing
transit for Pittsburgh.

And while I'"m here and
you're here, | wanted to suggest that
in the summer when it's 90 degrees
outside and we're all walking around in
sandals and shorts and you get on a bus
and it's 64 degrees, |I'm wondering who
sets these temperatures and why?
Because it's, you have to carry a |ight
jacket with you at all times if you
want to ride a bus.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.
|l s there anyone here that was schedul ed
to speak between 9:00 to 10:00 that

would Ilike to speak now? Thank you.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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| ease state your name. You have three

mi nutes to

speak, and we'll | et you

know when you have one minute

remaining.

MS. HARTZELL:

My name is Megan

Hartzel |l . Good morning. | have been a
transit rider for as long as | can
remember, and | "ve relied on using

public transit to commute to work since

hi gh school .

We |live in the second

| argest metropolitan area in the state,

and it's a

shame that we have to beg

our government to help fund our transit

system. Public transit is a right for

every citizen. We should be able to

use it to get to work, for grocery

shopping, and for going out on the

weekends.

Many of the riders that use

public transit use it to commute

downtown to worKk. I am one of those

riders. I

cannot afford to pay $300 a

month to park downtown and then $30

every week

for gas for the commute.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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And quite frankly, | don't want to. I

i ke being able to relax on my way to
and from worKk. | I'ike not having to
worry about the traffic and the extra
wear and tear on a car.

Decreasing public transit
means more people may start driving
into town to work, which means more
inexperienced drivers will be driving
into town to work, which will cause an
increase in traffic and an increase in
accidents.

Al most all of the South
Hills routes are being eliminated. One
of those routes being elim nated is the
39 Brookline. This bus is al ways
packed, and PRT is doing these

residents at vast disservice in

elim nating the route. Not everyone in
Brookline can walk to McNeilly Station,
Sout h Bank, or Potomac to get to T. So

what are these residents supposed to
do? Can any of you answer me that?
You cannot expect

residents to have to walk a mile to get
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a bus, especially if that walk includes
a lot of hills and no sidewal ks. That
can be dangerous for residents to have
to walk on the side of Pioneer Avenue
to get to the south busway in the
morning to get a bus.

With service being cut at
11: 00 p.m for all routes, how will/l
individuals |like nurses working the
night shift get to or from work? How
will individuals who go out on the
north side get home after a night out
from a concert with no service past
11: 00 p.m. ? What about a | ate Penguin
or Steeler game with no service past
11: 00 p.m. ? What about when the city
hosts a draft next year? What are we
going to do with no service past 11:00
p. m.? This will hurt the service
economy downtown and the north side
because individuals will be able to get
down there, but not home. And not
everyone wants to or can afford to pay
a surge priced to Uber after a game or

a concert or just a night out on the
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weekend. Less people going to these
areas means |l ess money going to those
restaurants.

With the increase in fare
price, we will have the fifth highest
fares in the nation, and for what?
There will hardly be any service. Yet ,

routes are not being cut on buses that

will use the University line to go out
to Oakl and. But al most all public
transit is being cut in the South

Hi |l s.

PRT keeps saying this is
a funding deficit that was a |l ong ti me
comi ng. So was this project really
needed? Is it really going to save
time to get to Oakland?

Why is the CEO getting a
bonus more than my yearly salary during
a funding crisis? Why are there signs
saying that they're hiring drivers when
in a few months, most of these routes
are getting elimnated or reduced?
There is no fiscal accountability and

no forward thinking at PRT to avoid
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this problem that they knew was coming.
They are relying on residents to help
save it, and that's not fair.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

|l s there anyone

regi stered --- registered to speak that
would Ilike to go earlier than their
registered time? Thank you. Pl ease
state your name, and you will have
three minutes, and we'll |l et you know

when you have one minute remaining.

MR. SANDVI G:

Thank you. Good morning,
Chris Sandvig. Good to see you all
today. | am the Founder and Executive
Director of Mobilify Southwestern
Pennsyl vani a. " m also a proud regul ar
rider of PRT for well over a decade.

" 11 leave it to others
to talk about their particular routes,
their time of day, that sort of thing.
| am a proud rider of the 87, 75, P1,
28X, 71A, B, C, and so | have a bit of

experience with the system.
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| am al so a veteran

| eader of transit funding crisis fights

past . And while Act 89 was monument al ,
all of us back then knew that its shelf
life was about ten years. Even so, |

have to say, this current fiscal cliff
scares me more than that one did. The
cuts that PRT is forced to propose
aren't just another roadblock to our
economy's --- region's economic
recovery. They send us backwards, and
we | east can afford it.

Sustainable |l ong term
investment in public transit is
essential to ensure our region remains
accessible and equitable for all, to
say nothing of remaining economically
viable and competitive on the world
stage.

The coalition that | <co-
|l ed cul minated in Act 89, the | andmark
| egi sl ation that saved PA transit, and
our roads and bridges. We all knew
back then that the | aw had a ten year

shelf |ife. Many of wus, including PRT,
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it

rang this alarm in 2019. We' ve made
four years |l onger than expected, and
PRT should be commended for its fiscal
stewardship and rewarded for it.

Except it, and
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they come? Woul d they stay? Woul d

your kids want to live in that kind of
Pittsburgh, and would you? | don't see
this as hyperbole, personally.

Act 89 was passed with a
Republican House, Republican Senat e,
and a Republican Governor. Cities in
progressive states |ike Utah,
Tennessee, and Ohio are investing in
more transit, more active

transportation, more economic

opportunity and growt h. Here in
Pennsylvania, we've been --- we're ---
we're hanging on by our fingernails and
continually falling behind. We can
talk all we want about reforms that are

|l i kely necessary, but at the end of the

day, we still need buses and trains,
more of them, not | ess.
We can do our part, but

it's time for Harrisburg to put forth a
real funding package, not a month's

all owance, and keep Pennsylvania moving

for good this time. More transit, not
| ess. Thank you.
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Thank you for speaking.

The next speaker i
William Young. Pl ease state your name.
You will have three minutes to speak,
and we'll | et you know when you have
one minute remaining.

MS. YOUNG:

Thank you. My name i s
William Young. | *ve been coming to the
past few Board meetings. Al'l good to
see you again. But as you've said,

Kat herine, the time for talk and empty
promi ses is over. Harri sburg needs to
step up and do their job or we, the
voters, will vote you out.

And the time for action
i'sS now. We need our public transit,
more of it, not | ess. We have these
big plans for the NFL draft next year,
and we need transit to get these fans,
people to where they need to go,
whet her it be Acrisure Stadium, PNC
Park, the North Shore, Point State
Park, all of our many attractions.
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| work with the Pirates

and Acrisure Stadium, and | don't even
know how |I'm even going to get home in
Sheridan without the Route 26. The G2
will still be around, the 27 will stil
be around. And | must commend all of
the Board members. Kat herine, | have

to commend you for your stewardship of
our tax dollars and thank you.
Therefore, | yield my time.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.
The next speaker is Augustus Knox. | f
you're not registered to speak, but you
would Ilike to speak, we'll --- we'll
take your testimony.

MR. KNOX:

How y'all doing?

MS. SANTOS:

You'll have ---.
MR. KNOX:
How y'all doing? Yeah

hope the state give them its money
about these buses. Let this money go.

| hope the state give them its money.
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We got to keep these buses --- got to
keep these buses rolling. We --- we
need them. We need these buses bad.

We need them
| hope the state |l et that
money go. Don't --- let the money go

--- state give them its money and | et

this money go. The state give them its
money, | don't know how much, and we
can keep these buses rolling. Yeah, we
got to keep --- we need them. We need
these buses bad. We need them. We
need these buses bad. We need them.

Thank you.
MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.
MR. KNOX:

My name is Augustus Knox.

My name is Augustus Knox. We need
these buses bad. We need them bad.
Augustus Knox. We need them. Thank
you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. I f anyone

regi stered to speak between 9:00 to
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10: 00, but didn't make it here earlier,

pl ease raise your hand and we'll take

you now.

Thank you. You can wal k
to the podi um. Pl ease state your name.
You'll have three minutes to speak, and
we'll |l et you know when you have one

mi nute remaining.

MS. NAPOLI TANO

My name is Mari a
Napolitano. I am the Council President
from the Borough of Leetsdale, and I
would Ilike to convey to you the
i mportance of PRT Line 14 for our
community.

Leetsdale is a smal
munici pality of about 1,162 residents.
We are |located in the northwest suburb
of Pittsburgh at the very edge of
Al Il egheny County, bordering Beaver
County. In my community, pretty much
everybody who makes a wage commutes to
Pittsburgh. And of those people, 25 to
50 percent, according to our

comprehensive planning studies, use
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public transportation, many on a
regul ar basis. And those include my
own daughter, actually. So these
people choose to move to Leetsdale to
be able to access the bus |line so they
could make a l|iving.

Public transport also is
i mportant for over 2,000 people who
commute to work at the Leetsdale
| ndustrial Park, which is home to a
vari ety of industries. Many companies

there give special opportunities to

people who fell on hard times and maybe
cannot obtain a driver's |license or
pass background checks. We know for
sure that those workers commute on |ine
14, disembark on Beaver Street, and

wal k down to the industrial park so
they can make an honest |iving.
And finally, the elderly.

Every fourth household in Leetsdale has

an elderly living alone. Many of them
do not drive, over --- but about 160
people in Leetsdale are disabl ed. And
those include mobility challenges,
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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hall enges. Many of those

S reside in Leetsdale Manor,

me high rise. And those are
dents that | see on a regul ar
roughout the day taking a bus

s the necessities of their

daily living. Going to grocery store,
going to farmer's market, going to the
i brary, going to doctor's

appointments, visiting family which

l'ives in

a neighborhood.

Again, this is a big

reason why the elderly choose to stay

in Leets
be close
or stay

the acce

dale and move to Leetsdale to
r to their families in the area
in Leetsdale to age in place

ss to public transportation.

l'd like to emphasi ze
that we are the community that is
farthest away on this line in Allegheny
County. Beaver County, just a little
bit out, has their own bus service. We
will not if our --- this Iline number 14
is impacted. | very, very strongly

urge you

to consider the i mportance of
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line 14 specifically for the northwest
edges of Allegheny County. | know you
have to --- you are facing tough
decisions, but please understand how
i mportant this Iine is for our
community and it will devastate the
community and remove many reasons for
people to actually live in my smal
town if this |life is --- if line is not
avail abl e.

You know, creating
downstream i mpacts which is honestly
hard to comprehend at this time. As

we're |l ooking at the state of our, you
know, | ocal tax base, the state of our
revitalization of our properties, the

state of community spirit in my town.

Honestly, it's hard to complicate ---

to comprehend the possible impacts.

Pl ease consider keeping line 14 and

serving our area. Thank you very much.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.
|l s there anyone el se

scheduled from 9: 00 to 10: 00 that woul d
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like to speak now? Ok ay.
Anyone scheduled to speak
today that would Iike to go earlier?

You can raise your hand and you can

wal k towards the podium. Thank you.
Yeah. Pl ease state your name, and
you'll have three minutes to speak and
we'll |l et you know when you have one

mi nute remaining.

MS. WEHE:

My name is Nancy Wehe, N-
A- N- C-Y. Last name W-E-H-E.

| enjoy riding the PRT

buses, and sometimes | have an app on
my cell phone that | wuse and it tells
me what time the buses are coming. And
| enjoy riding the bus. Even though
you have to wait, but | don't know,
because | take the 86 --- | live in

Bl oomfield. | take the 86 to shopping.

| --- 1 take the 54C Charlie bus to the
--- to the Wilson's drugstore. And |
don't know if that's going to be
affected, of the 86 or the 54C. I

don't know if those routes are going to
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be a little later in time. I f | have
to wait |l onger for those buses. Il am
not sure because | didn't hear much
about it, so.

But | enjoy taking the

bus and the bus drivers are so nice.
You know, they're very hel pful. And
said, are you stopping it? You know,
so and so. Like, one day | had |l eft my
bag on the bus, and it was so nice.

The dispatcher had paged the 54C. And

--- and | waited, they said in a couple
hour s. But | was very patient about

it, and they gave me the bus number and
| recommend they, in my --- they ---
the driver had got my bag, | left

groceries and that was so nice.
| --- but | enjoy, even

though if the time's going to be | ess,

but I still --- 1 still enjoy taking
the bus. Because the bus drivers are
so nice, and | wanted to state that

they're very generous.

But | think that's all |
have to say. Thank you very much for
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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|l etting me speak. Bye bye, 1"11.
MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

Anyone el se registered to

speak that would |ike to go earlier?
Okay, thank you. We are still taking
people to register to speak. So if

you're here today and have not
regi stered, you can do so at one of the
tables in the | obby.

Sonia, next speaker.
Pl ease state your name. You'll have
three minutes to speak, and we'll 1l et
you know when you have one minute
remaining.

MS. KAI L:

Ri ght here?
MS. SANTOS:

The podium, thank you.
MS. KAI L:

Hi . Il " m Sonia Kail. I

live in Mount Lebanon, and nice to meet

everybody.
The 41 Bower Hill, the 38
Green Tree says eliminated. | depend
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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on a few of those buses to get to work.

| have no other way to get to worKk. I

got no family. | got no friends. Thi s
will take a major impact in my I|Iife.

It deeply affects me. It
really does. Pl ease don't cut these
buses. How would a person |ike me and
other people who work --- who work
along those, |ike, on Bower Hill Road,
| i ke at the hospital in Asbury Heights,
Kane Center. How woul d all those
people get to work? They' || be
i mpacted, too. We need these buses in

the South Hills.

This is very shocking.

don't understand how you can all do
this to us in the South Hills. I
don't. It hurts. It hurts. | don''t

know what else to say, but please don''t

cut them or my life will be ruined. It

wi l | . " m not going to go |l ook for

anot her job. | can't go |l ook for

anot her job. | can't. My job in

Bridgeville, | |love that job. It'"s the

only job I know how to do. Il n this 31,
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Bridgeville, I --- 1it'll be a very long
way to get to work, and that's a major
reduction. Pl ease don't cut the 41 and
the 38. |l don't ride the 36. That's

for other people, but don't cut those

buses and | et us suffer in the South
Hi Il s. Pl ease don't. Thank you.
BEN:
Thank you, Soni a. We

have Bri an.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

|l "m right here. You
talking to me or? Hat gel akas?

BEN:

Yes, sir. Brian.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Ok ay.

BEN:

Darcy will take your
hand. You can have a seat.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Could I | eave my cane on
my seat? |1l be listening to more,
too. What's your name again, ma'am?

MS. CLEAVER:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Darcy.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Thank you. Nice to meet
you.

MS. CLEAVER:

Nice to meet you, too.
Ri ght here.
MR. HATGELAKAS:

Okay.

Hel | o. Good --- is this
mic on? Yes. Hel l o, good morning. My
name i s Brian Hatgel akas. I live in
the South Hills of Pittsburgh as well.
And if --- if you do any cuts to the

ACCESS system, that would be very
devastating to me.

That would erase the

independence that | | earned as a kid,
and it would erase basically a l|life.
Al so, | --- also, if you make us pay

more for subpar service, that's not

good either. |l --- 1 know peopl e who
ride the 41 and 38 as well in my area.
| --- 1 have a --- | have a friend that

wor ks downtown that uses the 41 and

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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to work. And her

that as wel |l . And

mobility issues,

That where --- where

from, down

|l i ne at Dor mont .

think of them when

into all these cuts and

that's supposed to

and up and coming,

n my opinion,

the bottom and

Pennsyl vania, for

PA needs to get with

service. Not

service would ---
Pennsyl vani a

and it would

|l ook for other work in

states.

come oOn

re not |ike this.

Aut hority, we need to

to do to get rolling

So, |I'"m begging

cut .

woul d make

woul d
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very much, and hopefully everything's

will work out. Thank you.

BEN:

Thank you. Thank you,
Brian. Next wup, we could have Josi e
Badger. Do we have Josie Badger?

Amy Zai ss? s Amy Zai ss?

We'll take a small break
until about 10: 10 to give a couple

people a chance to see Iif they show up

so we don't get too far ahead. Thank

you.

( WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS TAKEN

DURI NG THE PROCEEDI NG. )

MODERATOR:

Ok ay.

We're going to go back

on

the record and resume receiving public

comment .

Sargent's Court Reporting Service,
(814) 536-8908
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Thank you, everybody.
We're going to resume comments with
Josi e Badger. Thank you, Josie. Yo
will have three minutes. We will 1le
you know when there is one minute
remaining.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:

Mi c assistance, please.

MS. BADGER:

Hi . Can you hear me?

MS. KELLEMAN:

Yes.

MS. BADGER:

55

u

t

Great . So good morning,
friends. | am here today as Dr. Josi e
Badger, owner of J. Badger Consulting
and PEACOCK Consulting Services.

| was brought into this
di scussion because our business and my
heart and family consists of people
with disabilities. One in four
individuals have a disability. And as
both an individual who's had a
di sability and somebody that worked
with young adults with disabilities, we

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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are constantly working to ensure that
these individuals are able to get jobs.
| f you didn't know, Pennsylvania is an
employment first state, and | am the
chair of the Pennsylvania Empl oyment
First Oversight Commi ssion.

And what that means i s
t hat Pennsylvania strives to make sure
that the first option for folks with
disabilities is paid, integrated
empl oyment . The only way that that 1is

possible for a vast majority of

individuals with disabilities is
through public transportation. Ther e
was a recent report by Disability

Ri ghts Pennsylvania that stated that

due to unreliable transportation, and

that is when transportation's
avail able, there was $100 million of
money | ost in healthcare systems due to

mi ssing appoint ments.
When you're working with

young adults with disabilities, you're

thinking about how do we get this kid a

job? How do we make sure that their

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

59




© 00 N oo o B~ W N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

57

skills are built up? But without

transportation, we're not even thinking
t hat far down the road. We need to
ensure that all individuals have the
right to work, right to provide for
their families, and right to live
independent| y.

However, when the
possibility of 62 percent of
paratransit rides is on the cutting
bl ock, we know that these are pipe
dreams. That we are setting ourselves
back to the 1980s, before the ADA,
bef ore ADAPT, which was one of the
maj or movements to get accessible
transportation. We can't go backwards.

And so, | ask all of you
to please help us protect paratransit
and to protect the success and
elimnate or |imt the vulnerability of
people with disabilities. We know when

transportation's not available, we are

not avail abl e. We are not at the

table, and we are |Ilimiting our voice

and our power. So please help us not
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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go backwards. Thank you.

BEN:

Thank you, Josie. Next,
we would call Amy Zaiss. Do we have

Amy here? Robin Strickler? Woul d
Robin Strickler Ilike to come up?
Col |l een Dearol f?

MS. KELLEMAN:

Brian, when is our next

speaker registered? Or Ben, |1 should
say. " m sorry.

BEN:

Amy was at 10:15. Robin
is at 10:20. Coll een was brought to me
to put in when we had a spot here. I

didn'"t want to get ahead of the ti me

we're at.

MS. KELLEMAN:

That's okay. Do we have
--- thank you, Ben. Do we have anyone

else who is registered in the ten

o' clock hour who would like to speak

early? Are you with this big class?

want to hear all of you. You're al
coming up for three minutes. Not
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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really, but we do want to hear from

everybody. So why don't you come on up
and tell us your name, sir?

BEN:

Come up. Pl ease | et

everybody know what your name i s.
You'll have three minutes. We will 1 et
you know when you have one minute
remaining.

MS. KELLEMAN:

And excuse me for going
of f script. For this big class, who
has been to a public hearing before?
Who has not? Oh, well, this | ooks
exciting. Anyone who speaks to us,

we're going to ask you to register so
we can get your name and address, or

--- you're going to give us your name

when you come to talk. You get three
mi nut es. lt's not because we don''t
|l ove you, but it's to make sure

everybody gets time, okay? And i f you
have questions, just |l et us know.
And you are up, my

friend. Give us your name and |l et's

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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tal k. Your turn.

MR. MORRI S:

Ok ay.

Test, test. There we go.
Hel | o. My name is Alexander Morris, A-
L- E- X- A- N- D- E-R. Morris, common
spelling. And | am a student at City
Charter High School. And | i ke many
others in Pittsburgh, | rely on public

transportation, sorry, every single day
to get to school, go to work, and
engage in all other sorts of

activities.

And from what |
understand, these proposed cuts to our
transit system are | argely due to a
projected $100 million deficit. But as
| continued my research, |1 found
something confusing and al so
concerning. At the same time that PRT
is facing this crisis, parking rates
downt own have gone up. Met er prices
across the City have also increased,
and bus fares expected to rise to $3,

maki ng ours one of the most expensive

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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base fares in the entire country.

Al'l this means one thing
to me. Peopl e are being pushed out of
public transit, and into their cars
where they'll have no choice but to pay
mor e. More for gas, more for parking,
more just to live their lives in
gener al . And while that may bring

short term revenue to curb this issue,

| have to ask, at what cost? And how

|l ong will this go on before we see
things return to normal, if they ever
do? Because the fact is that this

situation isn't merely about budgets.
lt'"s about the people as well.
Students |ike myself, teachers we have
here, elderly, workers, | ower income
residents, people who don't have
anot her option. Peopl e who feel Iike
they're being left behind by decisions
they have |little to no voice in.

| " m not here just to
rai se concerns, though. I am here to
ask for alternatives. Can we | ook to

contributions from |l arge profit ---
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| arge nonprofits, sorry, or fair
taxation on things such as vacant | and
and luxury devel opments? Can we
consider how to make the burden more
equi table instead of putting it on
those with the | east?

Seeing as Mayor Gainey

often --- often mentions investing into

the future, be that through plans of
the --- plans through the younger
generation or his own, it'd be

contradictory to | eave the people

behind. | asked you not to consider
just the bottom Iline, but the Ilives
behind the numbers as well . Thank you

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Mr. Morris.

Just a point of order for
our students. When we do a public
hearing, we hear from you up here, it'"

not a back and forth, but some of us

will come around and talk to you as we
get ti me. Okay? So if we don''t
answer, | promise we're not that mean.

lt'"s just the process that we have.

S
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Yes, sir. Are you
registered? You want to come up and
speak to us? You're going to give us
your name, and then when you're done,
you're going to make sure that we get
you registered.

Okay?

MR. TURNER:

Okay. Testing. Al
right, that works. Al'l right.

My name's Tristan Turner,
T-R-1-S-T-A-N T-U-R-N-E-R. And | just
wanted to think about the future, |
guess you would say, the next
generation of people who are supposed
to keep this downtown economy running.
Downt own Pittsburgh is one of the
Pittsburgh's, like, main attractions.

The city, the view, the Overl ook,

obviously. And | think PRT plays,
obviously, a huge part in that. They
play, | mean, | can't take a guess at

the percentage of people who come
downtown in business suits and ties |

see every single morning for the past

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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four years who keep this economy
running, especially in times now where
things are increasing, everything,
every price is increasing. Obviously,

PRT is struggling with that as we see

now.
But | think it would make

Pittsburgh as a place worse to live in,

obviously for the people in it. But

the economy itself would just,
especially downtown, would just fall.
| think all these businesses, every
restaurant you see downtown, | mean,
can't think the amount of times after
school | went to go get something to
eat . Oh, nervous. And --- and | don't
think kids now would have the
opportunity. | don't think they would
even have the opportunity to go to
school down here.

Il live in Carrick. I

woul d have to go to Carrick High

School . My mom did not want me going

there. She didn't want me having that

type of education. | go to City High,
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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where the education there |I think, they
teach a completely different curriculum

than anywhere else in the City of

Pittsburgh. Not having the opportunity
to learn the things |I'"ve |l earned here,
it's very diverse. Kappa Iis very
diverse. There's so many school s

downt own that have such diversity and
introduce new ideas and cultures and
things |Ilike that to students who've
never experienced.

| *ve never had 80 percent
of the experiences | have now. Before
| went to City High, | would never
| earn things about culture, the City of
Pittsburgh itself just being in the
downt own environment teaches you so
much about |ife and prepares you for
life and the next generation, | think.
They should have the opportunity that
everybody el se has had to be able to
have a career down here, to be able to
become successful in what they want to.
| mean, the people now who come down

here may | ose jobs. Bus workers, bus

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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drivers, themselves. lt'"s peopl e who,
kids that go to our school, their dad's
a bus driver, their mom s a bus driver

They might not have a home, they might
have to move. They' Il --- they'll 1l ose
this chance to be able to |earn and
educate themselves and keep this
economy running.

| think Pittsburgh itself
would just, that's just downtown, but
everywhere. I mean, people work in all
sorts of different places and rely on
the T or any bus, especially people who
are disabled mentally or physically.
Can't get a job. And they can't ---
they can't drive, they physically can't
drive, or they're just not allowed to.
How are they supposed to get to where
they want to get? |l magine if you were
them and you're stuck in the house and
you have to get downtown and you |live
five miles away. | mean, the closest
thing would be a bus stop five minutes
away or you now have to walk or buy an

Uber . Who has money for Uber now? The

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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economy --- it's just everything's
getting worse. | don't understand why,
in a time of crisis, this also happens.
| mean, | get why, but | think this is
just make everything ten times worse
than what it is.

So five, ten years down

the line, if this actually goes through
and happens, | think we'd regret every
part of the situation. That's it.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Mr. Turner.
BEN:

Thank you, Tristan. We
have a spot for another student before

our next registered speaker can come

up. Do --- any students registered?
Make sure you do afterwards. Make sure
you state your name, and you'll have

three mi nutes

MS. KELLEMAN:

Watch out for Dr. Ben.
BEN:

We'll let you know when

you have one | eft.
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MR. FOWLER:

Test. Ok ay .
Hel l o, everyone. Good
mor ni ng. My name is Robert Fowler, R-

O-B-E-R-T F-0O-W-1L-E-R.

You see, | work with many
daycares. And with the daycares, | 'm
somewhat of a teacher. | help out, and

| mainly help out with the older kids
because |I'm more. " m old enough to,
l' i ke, more be able to relate to them.
And then, you see, over the summer,

|1l be working with them more since we

--- we won't have school at all. And
with that, "1l be needing the buses a
| ot because there will be a | ot of
field trips. And then also as well,

with many of the parents that actually
wor ks at the day --- and many of the
parents that takes their kids to the
daycares, |'"ve seen a good | ot of them
take buses to get to the daycares.

And i f we start to

elimnate the buses, that will become a
maj or problem because there will be no
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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daycares in their area and will make
the parents as well be forced to stay
home and watch their children. And

that, with that it will be a problem

with their jobs and everything because
they could either get fired or just | et
go, Or even worse.

So with that, with City
Hi gh as well, | just did my grad
project a few weeks ago. With that,
was researching about climate change,
of how millions of years ago cli mate
change was around, more richer, the air

was more better for the dinosaurs that

have |lived in that time period. But
now, since human --- humanity has been
on the planet for years as well, and

over just a span of a hundred years,
climate change has even gotten worse
and worse. And it's all because of wus,
because of the fact that we are | eaving
because of the factories, the cars and
everything.

You see with buses, they

hel p out many ti mes. To make peopl e
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get to their places easier. But i f we
start to eliminate the buses, it will

make people use more cars, and with

more cars it will release more things
into the air. And will make the ---
will make the air worse for, and will

make the air quality worse.

| have siblings as well,

and | --- and |I've been teaching them
of how to get on the buses a | ot. And
with that, | can just see --- and if we

start eliminating buses, we ought to, |
don't know what I"'Il be able to do to
even get them to school at all.

But what |I'"m trying to
say is that eliminating these buses
will become a probl em. Not even for
me, but for the homeless, the poor, and
everything else to go in Pittsburgh.
And all | just want to say is that can
we just try to find a different
solution to make everything better and
more reasonable for this economy?
Economy.

That's all. Thank you
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for having the meeting.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Mr. Fowler.

BEN:

Thank you, Robert. Billy
Su. Billy, please come up. State your
name in the mic, and you will have
three minutes. We will | et you know

when you have one minute remaining.

MR. SU:

Good morning. My name i s
Billy Su, B-1-L-L-Y S-U.

| am a student at the
University of Pittsburgh, and my fellow
coll ege students are not here today

because they're taking final exam and

preparing for the summer move out. On
top of that, they don't believe our
voice can make a difference, but | do

believe that.
It is devastating seeing

sudden mass service reduction where

there has been all the adverti sement

about transit i mprovement and the

university line project. Now even the
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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airport flyer will be cut, leaving
airport access i mpossible from Oakl and
for early morning flights. We're broke
college student, and we can't afford to
pay $8,200 to just get an Uber or Lyft
to go to the airport. That's half of
my airplane ticket.

| use PRT buses multiple
times a day to get around, to go to my
classes, get groceries, as well as
different parts of the county for
cultural |l eisure activities and
visiting friends, which includes rural
routes with |l ow riderships.

With the cuts, all these
connections are impossible and us
coll ege students cannot go anywhere

besi des Oakl and that's 20, 30 minutes

away by bus. This transit cut proposed
by PRT is |ike a burger place, telling
me that they will no |longer serve fries

to save money.
A public transit system
should not only rely --- should not

only serve the routes in densely
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popul ated corridors, but more
i mportantly the |l ast mile connections
that that --- for those people who
needs it.

Before this, | thought

the entire county is under the 15

mi nutes wal king shift, and | am very
wrong. With these cuts, even more
parts of the county will be

inaccessible to us who solely rely on
the public transit, and | am deeply
di sappointed to see PRT officials even
considering cutting routes for the
budget's sake.

| encourage PRT to | ook
at other transit companies in Asia who
serve the community without reducing
service, but also debt free. | doubt
this transit cut can actually save PRT

from the entire financial black hol e.

Mor eover, the cut will Iikely result
a snowball of even | ower ridership due
to inaccessibility. I urge PRT

of ficials to optimize routings before

elim nating. Consider making windy

n
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Pl ease al so

providing more

such as
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58, 59, into services
turns so transits are
and on ti me.

consider

crosstown services

rather than having effectually every
route to turn around in downtown
because that makes transit inconvenient
and very time consuming. Af ter all
transit should be designed for
everyone, even though only some use it.
Whil e adjustments are

i nevitable, vit

the 28X which provides

al routes, particularly

the gateway to

the airport, should be kept at current
freqguency and ran with | arger buses.
PRT, please continue to be the reliable
backbone of our daily commute and the
safe ride home from anywhere in the
county. Thank you so much.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. The next
speaker is Ross Mitchell.

MS. KELLEMAN:

He's been waiting.
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Ral ph, you have been waiting al
mor ning.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you.
MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you for your
patience.

MS. SANTOS:

You have three minutes,
and we'll | et you know when you have
one minute remaining. Thank you.

MR. MI TCHELL:

75

Good morning. R- O- S-S M-

| -T-C-H-E-L-L.

Noticing there are a | ot
of people who have signed up who
weren't here when they were called.
hope that's not a reflection of them
thinking that it didn't matter.

|l ' m retired, security
wor ker, and also a member in good
standing, but retired member of the

Musicians Uni on. Service after --- n

o

service after 11 o'clock, no. No, no.

There's an old adage that was in this
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ul d

five o'clock,

Mr .

new airport

and the renaming? Pittsburgh Regiona
Transit is not going to go there.
That, no. makes no sense.

As someone who used to,
with one of my security jobs, pick up
your money within an armored car
company, |'ve seen a different side of
things. A public transit system is not
meant to generate revenue --- it's not
a profit generating entity. It's a
public service entity. Now this may be
hard to stomach for some folks here,
and |I'"m going to sit down and |listen to
a few more comments.

But if the $0.25 cent
proposed fare raise could be $0. 35
cent, in the event that we continue
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service after 11 o'clock, that's a

twisting of my budget | have to go for.

Because again, sorry to repeat myself,
no service after 11 o'clock? You're
economically strangling, are already
difficulties in that category of
economics. So I'"'m not going to talk
politics. No .

The state | egislature has
policies and issues that Pittsburgh
needs to go to them for, and any | ocal
politician who says so and so needs to
do whatever monetarily, and it's the
| egi sl ature. What you have control of
is asking the | egislature to increase
transit funding for all the transit
systems in the state, and we must have

service to our new airport and most

definitely after 11:00 p. m. Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you.
MS. KELLEMAN:

And Mr. Mitchell, 1 had
your first name incorrect. I

apologize, Ross Mitchell. Thank you.
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And thank you for waiting all morning.

MR. MI TCHELL:

No probl em.

MS. SANTOS:

We have an opening right

now if a student would Iike to speak.
Okay, thank you. Pl ease --- okay.
Ok ay.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Ok ay.

So we have an opening for
two students. Because if this young
| ady waits any longer, thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Pl ease state your name.
You'll have three minutes to speak, and
we'll |l et you know when you have one.

MS. HARRI S:

Ok ay.

My name is Veshae Harris,
V- E-S-H-A-E H-A-R-R-1-S. And | am a
student at City Charter High School .

First, | want to say City
High is a school that changes student's

lives. | can say me personally, it has
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changed my I|ife. | came from, |like, a
rough, you know, school before. You
know, | had like a |l ot of stuff going
on. And if | wasn't able to come to
City High, 1 wouldn't be the student |
am today. " m a student that works a

part time job which, you know, not too

many part time jobs pay that much. And
you know, with the --- if they raise
the prices on buses or if they take,

li ke, some of the |lines away, |

woul dn't be able to get to where I need
to go or, like, get a better job once

| " m done with high school and get
there.
Also, | |live in an area

where not too many younger students can

get, like, jobs and stuff because the
hire --- the age is, |like, 16 and up to
get, like, a part time job or, Ilike,
even just that fast food. And there's

not too many 14 and 15 year ol ds who
parents can just give them money to get
on a bus. And there's not too many

younger Kkids who have the money to get
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to where they want to go to see, I|ike,
other friends or just to go out and
stuff |ike that. There's also so many
students who come from rough

backgrounds, whose parents use the bus

to get to work, to even pay the bills.
That's all. That's all |
got to say. Thank you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Ms. Harris.
MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. We can take
anot her student. Thank you. Pl ease
state your name. You'll have three
mi nutes to speak, and we'll let you

know when you have one minute
remaining.

MS. TAYLOR:

Hell o, my name is Cameron
Tayl or, C-A-M-E-R-O-N T-A-Y-L-O0O-R.

So I'"'m not going to bore
you with any statistics or anything
li ke that. | just want to paint the
picture for what it is. I live in

Wil kinsburg, which is very underfunded
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nei ghborhood. And aside from the P16

and the P67, which only run during rush
hour, | can only take the 67, which

only comes once an hour and is very

unreliabl e. So that in itself is a
struggl e. So, thinking about if
funding is cut and if lines are cut,

the 67 is going to become even more
unreliabl e. And | know I'"m not the
only person who writes the 67 because
there are tons of college students,
tons of elderly people, tons of kids

|l i ke me who get on the bus. It is
completely packed, and | can't even
ration to think about how if we cut the

funding for the 67 even more and not

even just my bus, all the buses, it
will just continue to get worse.

So, | have noticed that
some people have mentioned that if they

do not have access to Port Authority,
we will have to go to our home school s.
Wil kinsburg does not have a home

school . So I will be forced to go out

of my way to find a different school to
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go to, which is so --- so many people

are going to have to go through the

same thing. And it is just so
unrationable, it is so just --- it's
horrible. Like, 1 just --- 1 don't

know how el se to paint the picture for
you is that my mom, | I|live with my mom.
She lives in Wilkinsburg,
and she has to balance the needs of
multiple kids at once. We cannot

afford Ubers, we can't afford any of

that . So we have to rely on Port
Aut hority to get me to school, to work,
to wherever. I f we take that option

away from me, and not only just me, the
many kids that are struggling right
now, we have no other option. My mom
is going to have to work multiple jobs
just to feed us and put food on the
tabl e. So it's horrible that we're
proposing to do this when there are
people who can't even afford to put
food on the table.

And getting to work and

getting to school should be just a
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basic necessity and a human right that

we should have. So the fact that we're
taking this away, it's just mind

bl owi ng. So I''"'m --- 1"m asking you,

pl ease reconsider because this will be

detrimental to so many people and |
woul dn't have to. Il wouldn't want to
have to go and negotiate, you know,
having a job or even going to school
just for the sake of not being able to
pay $3 to go back and forth to schoo
and to work. Thank you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Ms. Tayl or.
MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

We' |l take another
student . Thank you. Pl ease state your
name, and you'll have three minutes to
speak.

MR. AQRA:

My name is Zane Aqra, Z-
A- N- E A-Q-R-A.
During the pandemi c,

there was a 75 percent cut in ridership
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caused by COVI D. Relief funds then

were put in place, helping stabilize

the transit system here. But those are

now gone.

We know that any mass
transit system does not rely on
ridership fees. We see this with our
friends in Philly and New York, where
ongoing investment keeps systems
running, even when ridership is | ow.
That is why we need state funding. Our
--- our legislators in Harrisburg need
to make themselves aware that
Pennsyl vania cannot rely on single
vehicle infrastructure. We already
feel the effects, inflating parking
costs, common hour congestion that
makes our short trips even miserable.
And that a worsening |lack of access for
those without personal vehicles.

As a youth member of our
City, | see that very plainly that City
culture is deeply restrained or ---
sorry, deeply reliant on busing. Less

and less in our youth are getting our
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licenses, | et alone purchasing cars,

whi ch means our reliance on public

transit is even higher measurably. | s
high, if not higher measurably, than a
corporate commuter. City Charter High

School sees that 95 percent of our

students rely on transit. Most of

those are on routes that are being cut.

This is not just a
transit issue. It is a question of
whet her young people, working peopl e,
and communities without cars will
continue to see a future in the city.
Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

We can take another
student . Thank you. State your name,
and you have three minutes to speak.

MR. ELLSWORTH:

My name is Al ex
EI'l sworth, A-L-E-X E-L-L-S-W- O-R-T-H.
| won't be |l ong.

Thousands of peopl e

across the city, including myself, will
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be heavily impacted by the proposed

changes to PRT. I rely on public
transit on a daily basis. |l use it to
get to school every day, and | also use
it to get to work. And with the
proposed changes, it would take me

nearly double the amount of time to get
there and cost double the price. For
others, they may not be able to get to
wor k at all.

There are only two bus
lines in the entire city that wil!l

remain unaffected by this change.

Every other Iine is either being
reduced or eliminated. Somet hing must
be done. Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

The next speaker is
Richard Walter. Okay, thank you. You
have three minutes to speak, and we'll
| et you know when you have one minute
remaining.

MR. WALTER:

Yeah. My name is Richard
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Wal ter, and | |ive in Bethel Park and

| " m on dialysis three days a week. And
| have to depend on the Silver I|ine,
and then | have doctor's appointments.

| have to depend on, |like, other routes
and other places | go and other things
| do in my Ilife. So | have to have

public transportation to get around.

And | =--- 1 go visit
friends and if | don't have that, |
can't even go to see them. And it just
makes it unreasonabl e. | f you don''t

have transportation, how are you

supposed to get around? So, | don't
know what else to say, but | hope they
--- they don't take off the Silver Iline
like | said, because how am | supposed

to get the dialysis, you know? So.
But thank you for letting me speak for
a couple of minutes. So, thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

Next speaker is Stuart
Strickland. Thank you. Pl ease state
your name. You have three minutes to
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speak, and we'll | et you know when you
have one minute remaining.

MR. STRI CKLAND:

My name is Stuart
Strickland, McCandless Townshi p,
spelled S-T-U-A-R-T. Last name S-T-R-
| - C- K-L-A-N-D.

Good morning, Ms.
Kel |l eman.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Good morning.

MR. STRI CKLAND:

Members of the Board and

other elected officials and dignitaries

present. | cannot be the only person
in this situation. Yes, | have a
reliable car, a clean license, and can

afford to drive and pay to park

downt own. But I don't want to. Why
should | be forced to part with over
$30 a day just to keep my car close to
where | work and be forced to get stuck
in traffic both directions? That's

nut s.

Let me put it simply. I
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take the bus by choice. I do not want
that choice removed. Thirty-five (35)
years ago, | had four cars and put

60,000 mles on the fleet each year.

But a temporary move made a transit

commute possible, and | found I I|iked
it. On our next permanent move, 1991,
we chose to |live near a bus line. I n

three short years, we retired three of
those cars and lived with only one for
the next 18 years. The money we saved
not keeping multiple cars on the road,

all owed us to pay off the mortgage

eight years early, paid for my master
degree, allowed us to |live one moder at
income, and we still became debt free
by our 50s. Al'l because | could use

the transit system for over 90 percent

of my travel needs.

I n 1995, | was only
maki ng $36, 000 a year. | don't know
what that is in today's money, but it
sure wasn't six digit territory. Usin

the bus saved my family $12,000 a year

in today's money, 18 years in a row.

S

e

g
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That $12,000 is AAA's estimate of what
it costs to run a car for a year.

| want everyone to have
the same opportunities | had. | ask
everyone here, what would you do with
an extra $12 grand a year? Pay off
debt ? Get out from under that college
| oan or that second mortgage? Go back
to school, take a vacation, start a
business? My wife and | not only paid

off the mortgage early, we also put
both of our kids through college.
Further still, not keeping two or three
or four cars running helped us keep the
one older car running longer. So we
were able to put off its replacement by
five years, and then pay cash in ful
when we did replace it.

Il n short, transit is not
a government handout for the poor. For
those of us a little higher in the
| adder, it meant major gquality of Ilife
i mprovements all because | chose to use
transit.

To reiterate, | do not
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want only to avoid these cuts. | als
want the 2011 cuts restored. | al so
want the 2007 cuts restored. | al so

want the 2002 cuts restored so that
everyone can have the same
opportunities that | had. Thank you
for giving me the opportunity to spea

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Stuart.
MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. The next
speaker is Marla Bird. Pl ease state
your name. You'll have three minutes
to speak, and we'll | et you know when

you have one minute remaining.

MS. Bl RD:

Marl a Bird, M-A-R-L-A B-
| - R-D.

| " m here to speak on
behalf of my son and the other 13
tenants in his building. These young
adults are all physically handicapped
and fully depend on the paratransit
access services. There are no other

transportation services in the area f

91
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t hem.

There are several in the
building who work, including my son.
He has worked at PNC Park for the past
17 years. He will have no way to get
to and from work if the access trips to
their destination are discontinued.
Al so, he works after 11:00 p.m. he
takes the | ast access at 11:45 out of
town from PNC Park many nights when
they have evening games. I f these are
stopped, |I'"m not sure how he's going to
get home from work.

These 14 tenants in his
building will have no access to get

anywhere for doctors, groceries, church

activities, work, or anything. They
will be absolutely stranded because
there is no bus |lines or anything in

their area.
Maybe some of these free
trips for the elderly to go to the

casinos and that should be cut back to

save Oon money. And | have sat many a
night at a hospital in North Hills and
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wat ched at 2: 00 and 3:00 in the morning

a bus come and go, there's nobody on
the bus but the driver. Nobody gets
of f, nobody gets on. | think that is a
| ot of waste.

And to |l eave these 14
young adults who want to work and want
to be participating in society,
stranded in their apartments with no
way to get around, | think is very,
very unfair to them and to other people
in this 60 plus areas, percentage areas
that you want to cut the ADA
paratransit rides. lt'"s just very sad
because they have no other options to
call to get a ride that are reliable.

I f they do call and they're told
there's a ride the day that they're to
go to work, they call and say we don''t
have a ride for you. Well then, what
do they do? They get fired from worKk
because they never have a ride? That' s
not fair.

Access is the only

reliable transportation they have, and
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| beg you to please find some other way

than to cut this route for these people

who don't have a choice. They can't
drive, they can't call an Uber, they
can't call a taxi. lt'"s just out of

their realm to be able to pay for that.
So if you could find any other way to
not cut these routes for these people
who really desperately need it, | beg
you to try to find it. Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. We can take

any student comments if anyone would

li ke to. Thank you. Pl ease state your
name, you'll have three minutes to
speak, and we'll | et you know when you

have one minute remaining.

CHASE:

Hell o, | am Chase, C-H-A-
S- E. |l " m a senior in City High Charter
School .

| take the P76 to school
every day. | graduate in June, but
these transit cuts will --- will hurt

many other students, coworkers, and
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| ocal businesses. They could also
l'imt access to schools |ike mine. And
with the Pittsburgh --- with Pittsburgh
hosting the NFL draft next year, now is
the worst time to cut transit. Thank

you for your ti me.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. Any ot her

student that's interested in speaking?

Okay, thank you. Pl ease state your
name. You'll have three minutes to
speak, and we'll | et you know when you

have one minute remaining.

MR. DAVI S:

Hi . My name's 1|kl as
Davis, | -K-L-A-S D-A-V-1-S.

One thing I"ll say is
that |I'"m not going to make it as
personal, because | know that you al
have to do what you all have to do.

But one thing that I'lIl have to say is
that | ooking at it economically, one
thing 1'"ll say is that yes, the NFL
draft is coming. That's more and mor e

people coming to Pittsburgh to come
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|l ook at the draft, |l ook at all the

drafts, and that's more money going
into y'all due to the transit.

|1l also say that

personally, 1'"ll say it takes me an
hour to get to school and it --- no, my
bad. It takes me an hour to get to

school on one bus, and it takes me 30
mi nutes to get to school on a different
bus. Cutting --- cutting buses wil/l
also have a effect to a | ot of students
because no matter what, again, not a

| ot of people are able to pay for Ubers
and the disabled are going to be out
without, |ike, getting help and stuff.

"1l also say that at the

end of the day, no matter what, cutting
--- cutting buses will also Iimit ways
to get to places |Iike Kennywood, that

is one of the famous attractions to
Pittsburgh, to PNC Stadium, to the ---
to the Pirates, to the Steelers, and to
Penguins the game as well. That's al so
a | ot of money going into, getting to

there and back home. And I'lIl do --- |
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will say, due to traffic, it will be
|l ess on traffic if a |lot of people have

to drive their cars in to go see these

games.

And that's all. Thank
you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. We can take
anot her student. Pl ease state your
name. You'll have three minutes to
speak.

MR. S| NDLER:

Hi, my name is Noah
Sindler, N-O-A-H S-1-N-D-L-E-R. And

|l " m really just going to reiterate some
of the things that other people have
said in the past --- in the past 30

mi nutes or so.

We have people who need
to take transportation to get dialysis.
We have people that need to take
transportation to get to the airport.

And how are they going to be able to
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pay for Uber rides or Lyft rides when
they are half as expensive as their
airplane tickets? How do you expect
people to get to where they need to be
when they don't have the ability to get
there when you are cutting these bus
i nes?

| just don't get it. You
have the NFL draft coming up. That' s
going to be hundreds of thousands of
people coming here. How are they going
to get to wherever it's going to be
hosted, either at Acrisure or at the
Point or wherever? How do you expect
people to get there? Because sure as
hell they are not going to walk from
however far their hotel is because al
the hotels are going to be booked.

And the | ast thing that |
want to say, iIf you are getting rid of,

if there's going to be an 11:00 p. m.

curfew because there's no need for it,

or if it's because people are unwilling

to drive at that time, | would. I

woul d. Because all these people need
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these buses to get around, and 1'd
perfectly fine with stepping up and
doing that. Because clearly, you
can't. Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.
We can take one more student right

MR. SHAFFER:

Do you have to be a
student ? |l " m scheduled for 11:30.

MS. SANTOS:

11: 307 Yes.

MR. SHAFFER:

You have one, you have
one.

MS. SANTOS:

Yes, we're just going
--- we're trying to fill in the gaps
until we get to your scheduled ti me.

MR. SHAFFER:

Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

But we'll get to you.
Thank you. Pl ease state your name.
You have three minutes to speak.

guys

be

now.
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MS. ALALI:

Hi, my name is Marah, M-
A- R- A- H.

| " m here to talk about
the cutting buses of the City of
Pittsburgh. I have so many reasons why

this would affect a | ot of people of
the City of Pittsburgh. Peopl e who - -
it will make it harder for people who
get to work, school, doctor's

appoi ntment s,

and especially where |

live. Il live in Crafton High. Ther e
is a |l ot of people who are coming new
to the U.S., and they use the buses,
doctor's appointments, work, and other
stuff. And it will make it harder for
t hem.

And coming to school will
take an hour for me to get it. And |
have to |l eave early from home to go to
the bus because it takes an hour to 30
minute, or 40 minutes maxi mum. And it
will affect people who are, | cannot
say the word. Peopl e who are special
needs and stuff.
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student .

clearly, but
earlier.
one of

Charter High

| " m Angela Wel ch,

the assistant

That's it. Thank you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. Ok ay.

We'll take one more

MS. WELCH:

Hi . Il " m not a student,

my students were speak

and | am
principals at C
School .

And my name is

spelled A-N-G-E-L-A W-E-L-C-H.

City High for
used public t
every day.
either
i mportantly,

mysel f

|l " m worried about

come into

educate at Ci

Ri ght
the G2 or

because |

the City

So I'"ve been working at

over 20 years, and |

ransit to get to work

now, | am taking t

the G31. But most

Il " m not worried about

can figure that

the 600 kids that

every day that we

ty High.

And so, we rely on the

101
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out .
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buses. | f students have --- don't have

access to public transportation, they

can't get to school. Our school prides
itself on preparing students for Iife
after high school . And so, that

includes coming into the City, being a

professional, going to work. I f we
limit these buses, we're going to |limit
their education and they will not be

able to come to City High.

They will have to go to
their home schools, and some of their
home schools are considered unsafe or
don't have high academic, rigorous
expectations for them. And so, it is
i mportant for you to think about this.
Our school, which has been here in
downt own Pittsburgh for over 20 years,
will no | onger be able to serve
students. And al so, we have 100
employees that also take public
transportation.

lt'"s really important
that these cuts are not made, because

at this point, there are students and

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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fami|lies who have said to us, if these
cuts are made, next year, we can no
| onger come to your school . And at
this point, it is a serious concern and

we're worried about our student
popul ati on.

On a personal note, |

will tell you that my mom is full ti me
in a wheelchair, and she directly
relies, and | rely, on access for her.

We cannot transport without ACCESS
because she's in a wheelchair full

ti me. And so, | would hate to see cuts
for that, for the ACCESS system because
we would not be able to take her to

doctor's appointments or to wherever
she would |ike to go. And so, that
would be a huge detriment to her also.

| thank you for your
time, and please reconsider on making
those cuts so that we can function as a
successful high school for our
students, who are awesome, by the way.

Thank you.
MS. SANTOS:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Thank you for speaking.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Do we have anyone here

who was registered to speak in the ten

o' clock hour? |l didn't forget you.
You're al most there. | could --- we
could not. Anyone who was registered

to speak in the ten o'clock hour that

you did not get your opportunity to

speak?

And | apologize for
jumping in, Laura. | ve made it a
mess.

MS. SANTOS:

lt's okay.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Al'l right.

You're back in charge.

MS. SANTOS:

Al'l right.

The next speaker is
Olivia Sylvester. Okay, thank you.
You have three minutes to speak. Oh,
you have --- oh, no, it's okay. Thank
you.
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MS. SYLVESTER:

Good morning. My name i s
Olivia Sylvester, and | am a graduate
student in mathematics at the
University of Pittsburgh. I moved here
in August, and will continue to |live

here in Pittsburgh for the next four
years of my PhD program.

One of my favorite things
about the City is the bus system. My
student I D acts as a bus pass, and |
don't have a car, and | never felt Ilike
| needed one. | recognize the budget
crisis requires cuts to the bus lines,
but --- but | wurge you to rethink the
areas which are being cut.

Public transportation
isn't just about providing a service.
It provides public safety. I ' m
specifically referring to the buses
that run until 2:00 a.m. having their
times cut to stop running at 11:00
p.m., such as the 61s, 71s, 54s, and
82. " m aware that there are fewer

riders, and running during these times
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costs money, the same way funding

firefighters and police officers to

keep the city safe costs money as well.

Pittsburgh, and
especially the neighborhoods around
Oakl and, are | argely student
popul ations, which means thousands of
young women |i ke me, who may fear
wal ki ng home alone at night after a
study session runs |l onger than
anticipated, or a night hanging out
with my friends in Southside, where I
prefer to spend $25 on | ocal bars and
restaurants than on the Uber app to
take me home.

With the buses past 11:00
p.m. gone, so much money that could be
going into the |l ocal economy wil/l
instead be going to an app that takes
anywhere from 50 percent to 80 percent

from the drivers who actually did the

wor k. Me and many others would gl adly
pay increased fares past 11:00 p.m. if
it's still cheaper and safer than the
alternatives. And while I'"d I'ike all
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the buses to stay running past 11:00
p.m., if | could only save one, it
woul d be the 54. It connects Southside
to Oakland to the strip district. It's
how the young college students on
Carson Street who may now have made the
best decisions that night, can get home
safely because they deserve safety,

too. It is my

supporting th

Thunderbird Cafe in

Bottl e Rocket

i mportantly,

ride home after
e local music scene at
Lawrenceville or

in Southside. Mo s t

it connects my friends to

me, and as | suppose, is the case for
Sso many others.

This is why | fight to
save it and why | wurge you to fight to
save it as well. Thank you for your
ti me.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. The next
speaker is Wyndell W IIliams. Agai n,
that is Wyndell W lliams. Ne x t
speaker, Nancy Wehe. Oh, okay, thank
you. Next Speaker, Sonia Kail. Oh,
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yes. Ok ay.

Sir, what time are you
speaking?

MR. NEAL:

| believe 11:30.
MS. SANTOS:

Woul d you Ilike to go
ahead of time?

MR. NEAL:

Beg your pardon?

MS. SANTOS:

Would you Ilike to go
earlier? Yes. You can take the podium
if you wish. Thank you. You have

three minutes to speak.

MR. NEAL:

Thank you very much.
Hel | o. lt'"s very --- |1"'"m very pleased
to see you here, Senator.

PUBLI C MEMBER:

What's your name?

MR. NEAL:

| *m sorry, allow me to

--- well, my name's Terry Neal, N-E-A-
L. and I|'"m a retired Navy veteran. I
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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relocated to Pittsburgh, made this my

home four years ago. | Iived on the
north side, but | just recently, in the
| ast year, relocated to Penn Hills.

| want to speak
specifically about one route. It
affects a | ot of people in my church,
and there's a | ot of conversation going
on about this particular route and a
| ot of the other cancell ations. Thi s
is the 77 that actually is being
cancel ed. That would take people from
downt own all the way out to Penn Hills.
You're going through Homewood, East
Liberty, entire neighborhoods. The
conversations that are being had is one
of disenfranchisement. You have a | ot
of people who are poor and feel that
people don't care about them. You're
going to have people that aren't going
to be able to go to work, along with
their daycare. Now, the expense of
Uber or other transportations that
they're going to have to take on.

It --- it's ridiculous,
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and people are afraid because it's
going to change people's lives totally.
| know that's a consideration that you
put into your decisions, and business
is one of the primary things that you
have to |l ook at. And cost is something
that doesn't go away, and that's
appreciated and respected.

But we have communities

of people, and |I'"m new to Pittsburgh,
but | sense communities because | do a
| ot of activities. There's a | ot of

communities that feel that people just
don't care about them. You know,
unl ess you've done something wrong,

unl ess you actually draw some attention

to yourself in some other kind of
ridiculous way. You have peopl e who
believe in this City. This is a great
City. |l --- 1 compliment the transfer
system. l*ve Iived in a | ot of major
cities. |l grew up in South Chicago.

Your busway rivals the metro in D.C.
So you guys have a | ot of things to be

proud about.
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But the major component,
the people, seem to be one of the | east

considerations. They should be the

primary consideration. You're going to

have neighborhoods that aren't going to

be able to go anywhere. There are
members at my church who can't even go
anywhere on the weekends because the
buses doesn't --- don't ride in their
nei ghborhood on the weekends already.
So now they're talking about

elim nating an entire route.

Frankstown Road, we're talking about.

Thank you --- a major
route in this city. It goes al
through --- many neighborhoods, and

it's talking about eliminating it
totally. Thank you for |listening.
MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. We can take a
student speaker. The next speaker
would be Karen Smith. Thank you. You

have three minutes to speak, and we'll
| et you know when you have one minute

remaining.
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MS. SALVADEQO:

Great, thank you. [ ' m

actually a teacher that was with the

student group. My name is Alicia

Salvadeo, A-L-I-C-1-A S-A-L-V-A-D-E-DO.
As | said, I'"m a teacher

with City Charter High School. | ' ve

been a bus rider for 17 years, since |

first came here to attend Pitt. Il do
rely it to go to work every day. One
of my |lines, the two, would be cut.

Anot her would be partially eliminated.
| only live four miles from the school ,
but | spend about an hour commuting
every day because of times, walKking, et
cetera. I have a young son who was
born | ast year. That's time cutting
into time with my son, right?

|l " m al so here because |

think he deserves clean air. Mor e cars

on the road because of fewer buses is a

step in the opposite direction for him
and a | ot of other young people and
older people who struggle with ast hma,

l'i ke mysel f.
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| have well over 100
other reasons to be here, and you've
already heard from a | ot of our
students, so |I'm here on their behalf
as wel | . We | ooked at the lists
together in my class. We took a |l ook
and a | ot shared how it would i mpact
them getting to and from school . |t
woul d i mpact their younger siblings,
who they're often responsible for
getting to school or daycare before
they even hit our rooms. And some of
them, | have to keep awake during the
day because they work | ate hours, often
past 11:00 p.m., at which point they
mi ght not be able to get a bus home.
So this would i mpact them greatly, not
to mention 180,000 other workers,
drivers, people getting to and from
hospitals, healthcare, et cetera.

Finally, 1'lIl just say,
understand this is a state budget
i ssue. Someti mes, we hear that it's a
matter of, you know, urban versus rural
when making these decisions. And |
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understand that people in rural
communities need and deserve a | ot as
wel | . But a | ot of people, as it is in
Pittsburgh, and in Philadelphia, can't
pay their rent, can't make their gas
bills, can't buy these groceries that

mi ght be grown in Pennsylvania or

el sewhere, pay their gas bills that
maybe, you know, some of these
communities, you know, help get our gas
in terms of. Yeah, our electric
infrastructure, gas infrastructure.

So a |l ot of this is
interconnected, and rural and city
residents need to rely on each other
| think this is a priorities issue.

And buses, mass transit, sustainable
transit absolutely has to be a priority
for our entire state. We shoul d
evaluate, you know, what | arge
companies are getting tax breaks and
consider making sure that they're
paying their fair share. And | know a
| ot of other students have had

excellent ideas. | know Pittsburghers

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

117




© 00 N oo o A~ W N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 00 N oo 0o M W N O

115

for Public Transit have had ideas in
terms of where we can make up those
dol I ars as well.

Thank you very much for
giving myself and my students the ti me
this morning.

MS. KELLEMAN:

And | see some signs over
there. Are there other students with
signs that you want to show? Oh, okay.
Well, we'll wait for everybody to get
the contingent held. Oh, there we ---

thank you,

MS.

thank you.

The next speaker

| f any students
can take you
state your name.

mi nutes to

now.

speak.

SANTOS:
Thank you for speaking.
is Karen Smith. Okay.
would like to speak, we
Oh, hell o. Pl ease
You'll have three
TURK:

MS.

Good morning,

My name i s
teacher at City

and |I'd use publ

Kelly Turk. I

everyone.
am a science
Charter High School,

ic transit in the
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mor ning and in the afternoon. I take
the 01 and the 012, which will both be
elim nated routes. Now, | 'm not so
much worried about myself as | am about
my students. | will make it work.

So, this is a very
serious i mpact on our students, staff,
families, and the broader community,
and the consequences extend beyond mere
inconvenience. Many of our students

depend on public transportation to

attend school, work, part time jobs,
and access to essential services |ike
heal t hcare. Reduced service means mor e
cars on the road, |l onger commutes, and
increased traffic congestion. Families
will face higher costs as they become

more reliant on personal vehicles or
ride shares |i ke Uber.

Opportunities for field
trips and enrichment --- enrichment
activities may decline unless school s
can absorb those extra expense of
private transportation. Lim ted bus

options could drive up parking prices
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due to simple supply and demand. And

with more cars on the road, we'll see

the rise in carbon emissions, worsening

the air quality for everyone,
especially those with asthma or other
respiratory conditions. You may think
this won't affect you personally, but
it will affect our future. It affects
our students, and you should probably
think about how we can put this into
their hands. |l nstead of saying we're
going to elim nate and reduce bus
routes, what i f you pose the question,
students, how can we fix this probl em?
They have come up with some brilliant
out of the box ideas that we as adults
don't always think of, and we keep
ourselves boxed in.

Pl ease post the question.
Our students are brilliant. Thank you
for your ti me.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.
| f you registered to speak between

11: 00 to 12: 00, we can take you now i f
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you just raise your hand. Yes, go - --
go ahead, ma' am. You have three

mi nutes --- you'll have three minutes
to speak, and we'll | et you know when

you have one minute remaining.

MS. SAGE:

My name is Sharon Sage,
S-H-A-R-O-N S-A-G-E. | " m a diabetic
and cancer survivor. | used ACCESS to
get to and from my radiation and ---
and brachytherapy sessions, 25 of them
outside of the hospital.

Two years ago, | rode the

regul ar Port Authority buses with

cat aracts. | was al most blind. | used
the mail box as a marker one stop
before coming back. One stop before my
stop. Coming back from Oakland, | wused
the lighted kiosk as a marker one stop
before getting off the bus. I then

wal ked the eight to nine blocks to my

sister's house where | paid half the
household expenses. I fell into a

pot hole one ti me. I was that blind.

My sister occasionally
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drives me places, but she's in physical

rehab and hospitals off and on since

June, and | can't carry her oxygen
tanks when she comes home. | take the
ACCESS van because | have bandages on
my | egs due to swelling from di abetes.

| am unable to walk the eight to nine

bl ocks to the bus stop. In fact, | wuse
the ACCESS van's |lift a | ot because of
the swelling, or the front seat of a

ACCESS cab.

The van allows me to go
grocery shopping, make doctor and other
medi cal appointments, to attend church,
and go to |ibrary functions. Soon | 'd
like to go to Vintage Senior Services
recommended by medical staff for
exercise. Next year, |'d like to go to
Cancer Survivors for a nine week
session for survivors. l'd I'ike to
attend theater productions in the
cultural district and attend a movie at
the waterfront.

" m not sure if, you're

going to cut off these buses at 11:00,
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|1l be able to get home after such
endeavors. | am dependent on public

transportation, but this zTrip and Uber

are too expensive to use a | ot. For
the number of doctor visits | have, the
cost would be prohibitive. Shoul d |
have to be independent living next

year, |I'm not sure which | ocation would

have public transportation, especially

ACCESS to get to and from places if you

cut it.

Thank you for hearing my
story. Don't cut ACCESS opportunities
too much. " m dependent on it. And a

number of seniors, especially those in
wheel chairs, personally need the
ACCESS. Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

Anyone el se schedul ed
between 11:00 to 12:00 to speak, we can
take you now. Any students that would
li ke to speak, we can also take you
now.

Yes. Yes, you can go

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

123




© 00 N oo o A~ W N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 00 N oo 0o M W N+ O

ahead. Can you please state ---7?

MS. KELLEMAN:

Are you double dipping?
| kl as, right?
MS. DAVI S:

Yes, ma' am.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Good to see you again.

MR. DAVI S:

Thank you.
MS. SANTOS:

Pl ease state your name

121

again, and we'll have --- you'll have

three minutes to speak.

MR. DAVI S:

Yes, ma' am. Hi , my
name's | klas Davis. I was up here a
couple minutes ago.

There's a couple
solutions that can help, sorry.
There's a couple solutions that's ab
to help Port Authority with --- with
funding and stuff. There's sponsors
There's also certain types of ways.

A teacher told --- a

| e
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teacher told us in class, go by Ms.

Turk, says something about how the T is

also free going to, | forget the
destinations, but it's --- it's free to
get there. There's other --- there's
other certain ways to, |ike, put

funding and put money into Port

Aut hority's pockets, |like a quarter. A
guarter to --- to take the T. Like, no
one will really be |like, okay, it's a
quarter.

But at the end of the

day, every gquarter that's proposed and

put into every single stop, it's $0.50
cents each day and no matter what, the
--- the money will go up.

What | 'm asking is that,

why not ask the people? What are some
solutions to be able to help out, to
help put money into the Port

Aut hority's? Yes, there are some cons
when --- when it comes to buses, Ilike
the --- some people that don't pay or
how there's elderly, but that's not a

con. The el derly need to get to place
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by place each and every day. At the
end of the day, no matter what, we need
to help out the future. And what we're
not --- what we're doing now is not

hel ping the future.
Again, with climate

change, there's also a | ot of

pollution. There's a | ot of carbon
di oxide going into the air. With every
single car in traffic, and we can all

say traffic in Pittsburgh sucks no
matter what. lt"s not going to be abl e
to --- it's not going to help out.
There's going to be more and more
traffic each and every day. Mor e
carbonation in the air, and it's not
going to do nothing but set us back a
couple of years back then.

Al'l I am proposing is

that at the end of the day, we have ---

we have electric stuff. We have --- we
have sol ar powers. We have so many
other things. Why not ask the people

what can we do to provide for Port

Aut hority instead of cutting all these
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bus Iines and making it more difficult
to understand that we're --- we're al
human? We need to go place by place.

Thank you for

speak.

MS.

KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Mr.
MS.

SANTOS:

Thank you for
| s

schedul ed bet ween

Ok ay.

MS.

| etting me

Davi s.

speaking.

there anyone el se

11: 00 to

KELLEMAN:

Mi chael |,

speak to us

MS.

did you

again?

SANTOS:

Yeah.

MR.

HATGEL AKAS:

Brian.

MS.

KELLEMAN:

Brian, |

MS.

am SO

SANTOS:

Brian.

MS.

KELLEMAN:

Thank you,

Brian.

12: 007

want

sorry.
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MS. SANTOS:

Ok ay.
MR. HATGELAKAS:

Yes.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Brian from the South

Hi Il s.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Thank you. Sorry - --
sorry about that. Thank you. Who' s

t hat, Darcy? Thank you, sir.

Good morning again. My
name i s Brian. | was thinking of ideas
while | was |istening to people talk
here this morning. And what about

having some of our sports teams help
fund the Port Authority and fund
different places? Li ke, you have the
71 that goes downtown and you have
other routes that go downtown towards
the arena. Why not put sponsorships on
those routes, |like the Penguins route,
the Pirates route, and the Steelers
route, of course. You know, that way

they could fund money and raise money
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to help better service because we, as
the people who are fans of the sports,
take the --- can take the service to
see the games. lf --- you get what |I'm
tal king about?

And also, my question is,
wasn't casino money supposed to go help

the Port Authority in a long term

crunch? Because | remember back when
the casinos were being. When the
casinos were being thought of, and I
--- 1 remember they were. When the
casinos were being --- the casinos were
being public transit and --- and
funding was a yes vote on --- on why |
wanted them in --- in this state.

So we --- we have to
think outside the box. Not just

students, but everybody needs to to
hel p save our services. And there's a
| ot of stuff we could do. Thank you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you, Brian.
MS. SANTOS:

Thank you. ls there
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anyone here that's scheduled to speak
bet ween 12: 00 to 1:00 p.m. that would
like to go earlier? I know that's
ahead, but we have some room

Ok ay. Ok ay .

Pl ease state your name.
You'll have three minutes to speak, and
we'll let you know when you have one
mi nute remaining.

MS. DEAROLEF:

Hell o, my name is Coll een
Dearol f. And | live in Allentown near
Mount Oliver and Mount Washington. And
| depend on the buses to get to the

store, to my appointments, and ot her

things. So, | wanted just to say that
pl ease don't cut the funding. Okay?

| " m short and sweet, to
the point. Okay? Thank you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.
MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.
Ok ay. Ok ay .

We do have time, so if
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Mr. Ross Mitchell.
MS. SANTOS:

r.
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Okay.

We'll take --- we'll take
you, sir, first, and then we'll take
you.

MR. MI TCHELL:

Hi, Ross Mitchell again.

|l just wanted to give
some encouragement . Not just to the
Board, but to all of us who are here.

And hopefully, however you guys had

your sign, this may be transmitted

ot her wi se.

Several years ago,

Port

Aut hority was having public hearings.

This one was held at your downt own

headquarters. They do |listen to

us.

made a suggestion that there should be

pay enter system wide. Pay enter
system wide. Because at that ti me,
wasn't. It had a | ot of shenanigans

it
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going on, but they actually implemented
that .

So when we speak, they do
hear us. And they also been hearing us
a ot on, we must have service after
11:00. So, |I'"m hoping something can be
wor ked out where we can, even if you
pick certain routes that have high ---
hi gh need for the workers,
entertainment, service after 11:00.

And |ike I said, you took on the pay
enter system and it seemed to work.
And I "m glad | was able to suggest
that .

So, thanks for the extra

ti me.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

We'll take you, ma'am.
Thank you. Again, you only have three
mi nutes to speak, and we'll let you

know when you have one minute

remaining. Thank you.
MS. WEHE:
Hell o, I "m Nancy. | was
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just up before.

| would like to make a
comment . | hope they do not, because
take ACCESS to the bingo. Il go, Ilike,
a couple times a month. And | wusually
have a pickup |ike, you know, they ---
they call you prior to your pickup.
And then they usually pick you up |ike
10:15. | do not hope they don't

alleviate the ACCESS van because it

takes me to the bingo, and | enjoy
that . That' s an activity.

So, | wanted to comment
about that. I know they're going to
increase the ACCESS fare because | had
a flyer. So, | wanted to tell you. I
wanted to tell you that --- that |
enjoy taking ACCESS, and it --- and it
--- and it gets me to the. That's the
only place | can go. So, | enjoy
taking ACCESS, too. Okay, thank you

very much.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.
MS. SANTOS:
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Thank you for speaking.

Ok ay.

There's, yes, go ahead.

There's a --- yes, go ahead. You can
go ahead. Thank you. Pl ease state

your name. You'll have three minutes
to speak, and we'll | et you know when

you have one minute remaining.

MS. GLYMOUR:

Thank you. My name i s
Madel yn Glymour. | am a |lifelong
Pittsburgher, and the daughter of a
|l ifelong Pittsburgher, and we both take
the bus nearly every day. " m also a
person who deeply misses the 500 route,
if anybody here remembers that one.

Pittsburgh is a city of
industry, supposedly. Whet her that
industry is steel, healthcare, or
technol ogy. Pittsburgh is a city that
has prided itself on building the
future. It'"s easy to think that the
future now is entirely built by and on
computers, but it's people who make

healt hcare decisions and peopl e who
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Not just doctors

but nurses,

sts, aides,

wor kers, cooks,

secretaries, and

ty,

are necessary to mak e

industry wor k.

These peopl e, whether
they live in Squirrel Hill, Penn Hills,
or the Hill District, need
transportation to connect them to the
pl aces where they work, often wel
after 11:00 p.m., especially in
healt hcare care. Many of them do not
have or cannot afford cars, but they
still need a way to be connected to the
pl aces that they work and live their
l'ives.

Public transportation is
the |lifeblood of the City and the
engine that drives us into the future.
It makes Pittsburgh closer, safer, more
productive, and more connected. It is
not an optional part of our city, and
it must be funded. Thank you very
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much.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for your ti me.
|l s there anyone here
schedul ed between 11:00 to 12:00 p.m

that would |like to speak? Anyone here

from 12: 00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. that would

li ke to speak? That's schedul ed for
11: 00 to 12:00 p.m. ? Yes, sir, we can
take you.

Can you please state your
name? Gentl eman with the blue.

MR. NEAL:

Can | ask a question?

MS. SANTOS:

So, this is only ---

we're only taking public hearing
comments. The Board members would not
be able to answer the questions.

MS. KELLEMAN:

But Mr. Neal, if we take
a break shortly, we're happy to come
talk to you.

MR. NEAL:

"1l speak with my
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Senator.

SENATOR WI LLI AMS:

|l --- 1"m happy to speak
to you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Oh, my goodness.

SENATOR WI LLI AMS:

Got it.
MS. SANTOS:

| f you would Iike to
speak, but have not registered to
speak, we encourage you to go register
outside at one of the tables in the
|l obby.

Has Terry Neal spoken?

Okay, sorry, sir. You were schedul ed
for 11:30, and it showed up again. We
can also take Jeremy Shaffer. Ok ay,
thank you. You'll have three minutes
to speak, and we'll | et you know when

you have one minute remaining.

MR. SHAFFER:

Al'l right.
Greetings. Thank you for
doing this public hearing. My name i s
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908

137




© 00 N oo o B~ W N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

135

Jeremy Shaffer. Il live in Gibsonia in
the North Hills. So, | am the
represent --- State Representative for

the 28th Legislative District, which
covers Marshall, Bradford, Woods, Pine,
Ri chl and, West Deer, and most of

Hampt on Township.

So, my district is
actually a transit desert | I|ike to
say. We do not have any bus lines that
come up into my area. Mysel f and my
| egi sl ative assistant, we just took the
12. We drove to the McKnight Road Park
and Ride, took the 12 down. Pretty
seaml ess, but it still took us about an

hour and 15 minutes to get from the
Mc Kni ght Road parking |l ot to downtown
Pittsburgh.

| would |like to encourage
you at the PRT to actually take the R
regional part of the name, and to make
that a reality. People in my district
are just as likely to go from Wexford
to Cranberry as they are to go from

Wexford to downtown or increasingly
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more so Wexford to Oakland, Wexford to
the airport, Gibsonia. There ---
there's | ots of different points that
people go to increasingly because of
the hybrid work environment and worKk
centers that are developing out by the
airport or in South Point, different
pl aces around the whole region. Those
trips take people further and further
away .

| think, as we all know,
the City of Pittsburgh's |l ost over 50
percent of its population in the past
50 or 60 years. So we have seen, while
our region has basically stagnated in
terms of population, it's actually
spread out more throughout the county
and throughout the region. So | would
encourage PRT to think big, to |look out
as a ten year plan that takes account
of the technologies that we have
comi ng. We have a | ot of very smart
people, a |lot of great companies here
in Pittsburgh with autonomous vehicles.

You can see, | --- 1,
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when | went to Carnegie Mellon, |

extensively used Port Authority at the

time, utilizing things |ike the 61C to
be able to get from Squirrel Hill down
to Carnegie Mellon. And so, | see

there's a real value, especially in the
hi gh density areas, for public transit.
And for the City of Pittsburgh, for our
region to truly live up to its
potential to be a world class region,
we need a good transportation system.
And when | say transportation system,

|l " m referring to roads, bridges,
airport, transit, ports to be able to
have that. So you all are a key part
of helping our region reach its
potential, and | encourage you to think
big and truly embrace the whole region.

Because those of us, especially on the

periphery of All egheny County, | ack
critical service that we need. Thank
you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

We'll now take a ten
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mi nute break. So we will return at
11:42 --- |let's make it 11:45, round
number . Thank you.

( WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS TAKEN
DURI NG THE PROCEEDI NG. )

Okay.

so next up we have Cocoa
Lindley.

MS. LI NDLEY:

My name is Cocoa Lindley.
| am a nurse who works throughout the
Al l egheny County and the outer
counties. | depend on transit,
normally work night shift, but also
wor k second shift at times.

The service reductions
would be very detrimental to most shift
workers such as mysel f. | already
often walk two to three miles to places

where, had it been 15 years ago, |

could have front door service. For
example, in Plum Boro, Oakmont, | have
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to walk all the way up Halton Road to
wor k overnight at the nursing
facilities up there, which I"m willing
to do. lt's much safer for me to ride
the bus after an overnight shift than
to attempt to drive.

| am a choice rider, have
CDL hol der, very capable of driving.
But as a night shift worker and as a
woman, | just would rather take the bus
overnight. And | would hope that there

would be some sort of funding stream to

at | east retain service, if not grow
our service. Thank you.

BEN:

Thank you. Next we have
Nate Budzi szewski . Nate, you have
three minutes. We'll let you know with

one minute | eft.

MR. BUDZI SZEWSKI :

Hi . I live in Bethel
Par k. " ve worked as a teacher at City
Charter High School downtown for the
| ast 15 years. A major part of why we

moved to Bethel was to have access to
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the light rail and the trolley.
Traffic's never an issue. And not
having to rely on a car and all the

costs and maintenance that go with that
has been a big part of our 1life.
lt's also been a source
of pride where friends who |live in
other parts of town only wish they
could have that kind of asset in their
nei ghborhoods and that kind of access
to downtown, sporting events, just
anything. So it's really unfortunate
to even hear talks about making these
cuts when, i f anything, we should be
| ooking at ways to expand its services.
| *ve already seen how,
i ke, the recent maintenance on the

lines can have a big impact on

services. My commute's |l onger. It

i mpacts what time | can get to school,
what time |I can | eave. | have two
little girls at home. I have to |l eave
earlier, which I miss them in the

mor ni ngs. I arrive |l ater, which

i mpacts their after school and
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| ar sports. Everything
That puts a hardship on my

W is their primary person

und. And, you know, |11

| can.

And so, | hope a solution
that doesn't involve

e routes, cutting these
d if anything, |ike was
, expanding it or bringing
ines that are a necessary
students, workers,
erybody. Thank you.

BEN:

Thank you. Next wup, we

st entries for City

don't have a name for them.

regi stered member for City

ay, thank you very much.
Do we have anybody el se
stered to speak before
have nobody el se before
n we have Chloe | sabell a.
nt yet? s there anybody

12 o'clock hour registered
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that would Ilike to go early?
While we're waiting on
our next speakers, if anybody has not
regi stered and would |like to speak, you
can come up and do that and register
Regi ster afterwards in the | obby.

So, please state your

name. I wasn't here for the first
ti me. And again, you have three
mi nut es. We'll let you know with one

mi nute remaining.

MR. ELLSWORTH:

Ok ay.
My name is Al ex

ElI'l sworth, A-L-E-X E-L-L-S-W- O-R-T-H.
And while |I"ve been

|l istening to some of these people

speak, |I've been thinking of some
solutions, and one | thought of is
having on vehicle tap to pay. So let's

say, for example, you're going on to
the T. You have three options to pay.
You have the option where you can have
the app on your phone and then you scan

the actual code, which requires
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additional setup. You can have a
connect card or a ticket, or you can
have cash.

Now if --- main method
that a | ot of people use is cash. And
if you don't have cash, what happens?
Well, you don't pay. You get a ride,
and obviously that's not a good thing
for the company. So if you have on
vehicle tap to pay with, like, Apple
Pay and Google Pay, it doesn't require
any additional setup. It'"s as easy as
taking your phone out of your pocket,

putting it on, and then you've already
pai d. So that makes it a | ot easier
for people to pay if they don't have
cash or a connect card already. Thank
you.

BEN:

Thank you. We have a few
more minutes '"till our next registered
speakers. So Il give everyone
anot her round of, if there's anybody in
the 12 o' clock hour that is registered
that would |Iike to go early, can come
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up .
So we have a new

registrant, Chris Rieger. That' s who

just wal ked in. You can come down.

Pl ease state your name on the mic, and
you will have three minutes. We'l |l 1et
you know when one minute's remaining.

MR. RI EGER:

Thank you very much.

That was qui ck. Thank you, and good
afternoon. My name again is Chris
Ri eger . |l reside in Dormont. I

currently sit on Dormont Borough
Counci | .

Our municipality of 8,200
people sits in the South Hills, nestl ed
just south of Beechview in just three
guarters of a square mile. We are the
fourth most densely popul ated
municipality in the entire
Commonweal th, more so than
Phil adel phi a. We are serviced
currently by the 41 bus route as well
as not one, not two, but three T

stations.
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Needl ess to say, the

proposed service cuts and rate hikes

will be nothing short of devastating,
both for our community as well as our
neighbors in the South Hills. You can
literally throw a baseball from my

front porch to the tracks and platform
at Potomac Station. | see multiple
times daily how foot traffic going to
and from our stop indicates just how
vital and essential public transit is
to our Borough and so many ot her
communities.

Hal f of our residents are

renters, and as such, many rely on

public transit for basic living. Goi ng

to and from work, accompanying their

children to extracurricular activities

grocery shopping, you name it. But to
be clear, service reduction doesn't
just affect renters or those l|living
close to a light rail station or a bus
stop. Many from outside our community
utilize these services to take

advantage of amenities in and around
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the City. Attending concerts and

sporting events on the North Shore,
going to a show in the cultural
district, whatever.

Mor eover, service
reduction does not even just affect
those who even use it sparingly.
Service cuts and rate hikes mean
businesses in and around the city hurt.

It means increased commute times for

those living in the suburbs who think
these cuts will not affect them. |t
means more hazardous traffic. And
believe me when | say that more

treacherous and congested traffic on
West Liberty Avenue and Banksville Road
is the last thing that our area wants.
Service cuts can al so
affect public policy, critical 1issues
| i ke housing. | saw a couple of weeks
ago that you sent out a press release
regarding our TOD | ocation at Dormont
Junction, part of the culmi nation of
our Borough's zoning rewrite a few

years ago. Service cuts may very well
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affect the viability of that project,

which would further stunt the
devel opment of additional affordable
housing.

And to those who say
restoration of funding to pre-pandemic
|l evels is not justified because of a
reduction in ridership, I'"m of the
mi ndset that the more adequately you
fund public services and public
amenities, the more people will use
t hem. Our reps in Harrisburg need to
understand this, and if the political
will in Harrisburg is not there to find
a solution, then our policymakers at
the county |l evel need to get back to
the table and find creative ways to
fund the gap and deliver on essenti al

public service that directly and

indirectly affects us all, whether we
realize it or not. Thank you very
muc h.

BEN:

Thank you, Chris. Looks

|l i ke we've gotten the four speakers
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registered for City Charter. | don''t

have specific names, so if the group
from City Charter has organized, we'l/|l
take the first speaker.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Okay.
Good afternoon, City
Charter students. How you guys doing?

You're so quiet, you're killing me.
Who has been to a public hearing
before? Well, a couple of you. Ok ay,
great .

So, the purpose of this
hearing is you come up, Yyou get a three
mi nut e window. We don't talk to you.
lt's not because we don't want to.
lt'"s because the point of this is to
give --- to get your --- your comments
on the record. We can come talk to you
separately, but we'll ask you to come
up. You're going to state your name.
You can spell it if you want to, for
the record. And then you get three

mi nutes to talk. And then your friends

will clap and wave your signs, which
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are really great.

So, Ms. Welch, do you

have anyone who would |ike to go first?
BEN:
When you come up, if you

could state your name?

MS. KELLEMAN:

You're at the podium

Leah.

BEN:

Wait, no you're ---
you're good. Rel ax. At the podi um,
state your name. You'll have three
mi nutes, and we'll | et you know when

you have one

Partridge, L

mi nute | eft.

MS. PARTRI DGE:

Ok ay.

Hi, my name's Leah

-E-A-H-P A-R-T-R-1-D-G-E.

My name is Leah. | "' m a

student at City Charter High School.

With the PRT bus changes, | would no

|l onger be able to easily attend high

school, cosmetology school, work part
time, or attend things |ike athletics,
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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religious activities, or socialize
outdoors with friends, or be able to
afford public transit. With the del ays
in time schedule, 1 also will have to
cut my working and socialization hours
drastically. That's all | have. Thank
you for your ti me.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.
BEN:

Thank you.
MR. JAMES:

Hel | o. My name i s
Avontay James, A-V-0O-N-T-A-Y, and | am
a senior student from City Charter High
School . And | would |ike to talk about

the potentiality of the public transit

system getting cut off or Ilimited.
Firstly, 1 would like to
wonder, do any of you guys use public

transit? Do any of you have | oved
fam ly members or anybody you care
about or love that rides the buses in
gener al ? Because | do. Have you

waited in the cold for extremely unfair
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amounts of time to get home? You know,
| have and so have many of my family
member s.

So | would like --- 1"m
wondering how any of this affects any
of you guys at all. And | would like
to say, the state's budget is handl ed
poorly and it's shown clearly by the
|l ack of time put into this choice and
deci sion.

BEN:

Thank you. Do we have
anot her student ?

MS. PETERS:

Hell o, my name's Aniyah,
Peters, A-N-1-Y-A-H P-E-T-E-R-S.

My name is Aniyah Peters,

and | go to City Charter High school .
Public transit is important to me
because it is an affordable system that
hel ps me get around the city. Without
transit, it will be harder to get where

| need to be, such as school and work.

Without a ride, | would not be able to
get to school, work, and will have to
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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find my own transportation, which can
take time and someti mes money.

Money that | don't have.
More money than you would usually use
to get on a bus. No public transit can
cause people to be late to jobs, to
| ose their jobs, and just someti mes
just might not make it to their
destination. How am | going to get to
wor k? How am | going to get to school ?
We need public transportation so we can
get to our destination.

That's it. Thank you.

MR. MONTOYA:

Hel | o. My name is Joshua
Mont oya, but you can literally just
call me Josh. lt's a |l ot shorter. And

| am a student at City Charter High
School for talking about public
transportation.

And why | think public
transportation is Iimportant because it
could be hel pful for me and to you.
Why ? Because --- because if we don''t

own our own personal vehicles, we can
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literally be having trouble getting ---

getting to our homes, into our job,

pl aces that --- that we work at. And
it could be having trouble for you with
our lives, just |like for me or for you
if you're having this trouble kind of

--- kind of situation that you're

having. And that's mostly it for me
al so.

BEN:

Thank you, Josh. We have
some more time between our --- oh,
that's exactly what | was just about to
ask for.

MS. CHAPMAN:

Hi . " m sorry, this was
very, like, l|ast minute, but hi, my
name i s Zahara Chapman, Z-A-H-A-R-A.
Chapman, C-H-A-P-M-A-N. " m a senior
at City Charter High School, and 1"'ve
been attending there for four years.
For those four years, | have been
taking public transportation and |'ve
relied on public transportation to get

around for those four years and many to
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come, depending on, you know, money.
But to add on, a | ot of
people use the bus. From tourists to
people who work and along with children
just learning their way around the
city. | feel as if this cuts --- this
gets cut and the buses take | onger to
get there, people's time would have to
be cut in severe amounts, and that
could really be detrimental to the
wor king class considering they have to
be there at a very strict time. So, |
would just |like to say just think about

the working class, considering that

they all have a role in how we operate
to our day-to-day lives. That' ||l be
it. Thank you.

BEN:

Ok ay.

Before we move on, |
would Ilike to go back to see if we have
Chl oe Isabella present? She was
regi stered at noon. I f we don't have
Chl oe, are there any more students from

City Charter? We don't have any more

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

157




© 00 N oo o B~ W N P

N NN N NN R P R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N - O

155

students from City Charter. We can
move on.

This is a little early,
but is Libby Powers ready to speak? Do

we have anybody else in the 12 o' clock

hour that would be --- Ilike to speak
early? I f you could please |l et us know
your name, you will have three minutes.
We'll let you know with one minute to
go. Thank you.

MS. ENGLAND:

Certainly. Hi, | am
Jennifer England, Vice President of
External Affairs at 412 Food Rescue.

We believe that good food
bel ongs to people, not | andfills. And
we rescue food from businesses that
woul d otherwise go to waste and deliver
it to people facing food insecurity.
Eighty (80) to 90 percent of the food
that we rescue is fresh. Therefore, we
work with organizations outside the
traditional charitable food system of
food banks and pantries, like job

training programs and Head Start
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| ocations, in order to get fresh food
where it can be used quickly.

In 2024 al one, our
organi zation delivered 4.7 million
pounds of food and recovered that food
to over 500 nonprofit | ocations. Mo s t
of those were non-traditional access
points that help us bring food within
reach for many people in Allegheny
County. However, food is only in reach
if people can get there.

A key pillar of our
mi ssion is partnering with --- with
non-charitable food system
organi zations and food apartheid in | ow
income communities to increase access
to fresh food. And these are the very
areas impacted by the proposed cuts.
Our on staff data scientists analyzed
the i mpact of these route cuts, and
found that approximately 22,000 people
l'ive within a walkshed of these routes.
Nearly 10,000 of those live within a
tract that's considered to be a food

apartheid or food desert tract. And a
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third of those are combined --- living

in combined | ow income and | ow access

areas.

Public transit isn't just
a commuting concern. It is also a
serious food security issue. A

significant portion of our partner

| ocations rely on public transit for
both distributing food donations and
client access. The proposed transit
cuts jeopardize the flow of food into
those communities by restricting the
ability of clients to reach these
nonprofit sites, amplifying existing
barriers to food security.

A shocking number of our
distribution partners are directly
along the routes slated for
elim nation. Again, |l ooking at the
i mpacted service area in 2024, 171 of
our nonprofit partner organizations are
in those areas. Twenty-nine (29) would
be completely inaccessible via bus, and
142 of them would become significantly

|l ess accessi bl e.
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These organi zations
represent nearly a quarter of our
distribution with over 1.2 million
pounds of food distributed in those
areas, and about 200,000 pounds of
food, or 166,000 meals, were
distributed by those organi zations that
woul d become inaccessible with these
transit cuts.

As a side note, our
partners in Philadelphia Philly Food
Rescue are facing similar catastrophic
i mpacts due to service cuts. So we
urge the Pennsylvania | egislator ---
| egi slature to take steps to ensure
t hat access to food, medical care,
jobs, and other critical services are
kept intact. Transportation is
literally the first step for residents
of Allegheny County and the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania on a path
to basic sustenance, good health, and
prosperity.

Thank you. | rushed. I

have a written copy of that that also
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includes the GI'S charts that we
assembl ed.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.

BEN:

Thank you. Take care.
Thank you very much. We'll go back and
check. I s Chloe, would Chloe I|like to

speak? Chl oe I sabell a? Ok ay .

We'll move on to Libby
Power s. s Libby Powers checked in,
li ke to speak? Jay Wal ker ?

Ma' am, would you Ilike?

MS. SAGE:

| was here before, but |

had an idea that's creative. | was
thinking, | told several people, but
| *ve added on. So it might get |l ost in

the computer used, but the idea is to
have a competition with the high schoo
students because the teachers have said
they came up with ideas and/or a
competition with the college students.
And have the --- have the sports teams

sponsor the prize so that a scholarship
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could be raised for one of the prize
wi nners.

Maybe you come up with
other ideas for the prizes, but with
the incentive you might come up with
some really creative ideas outside the
box. | thought you guys were sitting
here bored waiting for people, so
t hought I 'd just tell you that idea.

BEN:

Can we have your name
again, ma'am?

MS. KELLEMAN:

And Ms. Sage, correct?
So we have your name for the record,
Ms. Sage?

MS. SAGE:

My name's Sharon Sage.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Sharon Sage. Yes, ma' am.
Thank you.

BEN:

Yeah. We'll check with
Li bby Powers again. Do we have Libby

Power s? Jay Wal ker ? Gi ovanni
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Mont agnino? Kel da Gor man? Gent |l emen
with the sound, can we have the mic at
the table? Okay.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Great . Thank you, Darcy.
MS. GORMAN:

My name is Kelda Gor man.
|l " m a disabled All egheny County
resident. And these cuts would i mpact
everything from my ability to access
food, medical care, religious services
pretty much everything. Because |I'm
not medically allowed to obtain a
l'icense. And | don't really, can't
really mentally or physically afford

medi cally to not have access to those

things.

So, that's what |'m here
to try to fight for. So we can stop
these cuts. Thank you.

BEN

Al'l right.

We'll run through

starting from, back from noon again.

Chl oe? Libby? Li bby Powers? Jay
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Wal ker ? Gi ovanni Montagnino? Amy

you

ask

Zai ss?

|l s anybody present who
would Ilike to speak registered so
can speak early? Or if not, we'd

you that you would just register

you speak.

Good afternoon. I f
could please state your name at t
mi crophone. We will give you thr
and we'll have a sign over here t

you know when you have one minute

MS. POWERS:

after

you
he
ee,

o |l et

|l eft.

My name is Libby Powers,

and | am from Sewickley, Pennsylyv
where | take the Ohio Valley numb
route. And that is one of the ro
that is proposed to be completely

elim nated.

ani a,
er 14
ut es

To elimnate this route

woul d drastically i mpact my I|ife
because | work and enjoy going out into
the community and want to be able to do
that freely and unrestricted. I moved
back to my hometown of Sewickl ey
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(814) 536-8908

165




© 00 N oo o B~ W N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M W N+ O

163

specifically to be able to be on the
bus line. So | was able to
independently navigate the community on
my own without the restrictions of
scheduling, such as with individuals
have with paratransit. And so, to

remove this route would drastically

i mpact my ability to navigate my own
community, which I feel is unfair and
also unrealistic because it is the only

route that goes up and down one way,

and only goes. s the only route that
goes through town on a regular, timed
basi s.

We do have the Route 21

bus, but that is more infrequent and
does not go all the way to downtown.
It goes to Stanwix Street. So, | would

need the number 14 because the number
14 opens my world and allows me to
experience and enjoy things and to be a
part of a community and be a fully
active member of my community. And to
have that taken away is scary because

t hat would | eave me, and among ot hers,
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many others, stranded and without a way
to get around the community on our own
schedul es. And that is, to me, very
frustrating and frightening because |
don't have any other means of being

able to get other places without public

transit.

And | took public
transit, for instance, today down here
to speak with you all. And so, it is

vitally important that we keep the
number 14 route in service because if
you take it away, you take me away.
And that is not fair and is not
reasonabl e. Because | am an active
person who | oves to be outside and in
her own community and experiencing
things downtown, |ike things at the
cultural district and different events
in other | ocations. So, | reason with
you that |1 understand that the budget
is important and is vitally the way
that individuals and services function,
and stay and function. But there has

to be another way to maximi ze service
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without stripping people away of their
right to transportation. Thank you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.

BEN:
Thank you very much. Do
we have Kevin Cash? Kevin Cash, if you

could state your name at the
microphone, you will have three
mi nut es. You can go to the podium if
you'd like.

MR. CASH:

Do | repeat my name t hat

you just stated?

BEN:

Yes. Just for the
record, please. And you will have
three minutes, and we'll have a sign

over here to |let you know with one
minute |eft.

MR. CASH:

Ok ay.
Again, Kevin Cash, just
for the record.

| understand one, if | am
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not mi staken, the P7 is eliminated or
will be eliminated, which is the

express and is very convenient for

transport from McKeesport into the
City, downtown Pittsburgh. Why t he
total elimination? s my question.

MS. KELLEMAN:

So sorry, Mister --- with

public hearings, we take your comment

at this point. We can come around - - -
yeah.

MR. CASH:

Oh, okay.

Just comments?

MS. KELLEMAN:

Yeah, yeah. But we can
come around and talk to you. | don''t
want you to think that we.

MR. CASH:

| don't have ti me.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Ok ay.
MR. CASH:
So I"ll just make
comment s.
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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MS. KELLEMAN:

Good, good, good.
MR. CASH:

| " m not good with that at
this point because | spoke of the
convenience into the City first thing
in the morning, and then |ater in the
day into, yeah. Early evening as well.
| nbound, both inbound and outbound.

| also notice that

changes will be made where the 55

Gl assport, the 56 Lincoln Place, and
the 58. No, and the 59 Mon Valley are
concerned. What | noticed --- [|'m

surprised, with the Lincoln Place,

there's a major reduction. But with
the 59 Mon Valley and as well as the 55
Gl assport, the --- the changes are

mi nor . Those two are minor, but the 56
i's major. And that's a concern because
a |lot of residents, myself included, in
Mc Keesport ride the 56. That's the

other option as far as transportation

into downtown Pittsburgh, into the
City. Whereas with the 59 and --- and
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the 55, the reductions are minor.

And then there's a

concern about the increased wait times.

There's, | mean that's, it's vague.
And that's another concern. We need
--- 1 need, but | speak of course in,

as an advocate for other riders in my

area, in the McKeesport area.

Just need clarity. We
need specifics. You know, it's, this
i's vague. Everything's being proposed

now, and then to cut the fares as well
as --- | mean cut the --- cut the
service, but at the same time increase
the fare. We need more clarity where
that is concerned as well.

| " m curious about the

spending as wel |. Il --- 1is there
public record of --- of the spending,
how managed --- how day-to-day
management is --- is facilitated,

initiated where spending is concerned?
Do we have access to that information
as well as riders? I n order to ---.

MS. KELLEMAN:
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MS. KELLEMAN:
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l* 1l come talk to you.
MR. CASH:
Okay, go ahead.
MS. KELLEMAN:
Ok ay.
Let's go. Mr. Cash,
right?
MR. CASH:
Yes.
MS. KELLEMAN:
Ok ay.
Let's talk.
MR. CASH:
Oh, okay.
Wai t . How much time do |
have?
MS. KELLEMAN:
You're done, three
mi nut es.
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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MR. CASH:

lt's timeout?

BEN:

Yeah.
MR. CASH:

Okay.
MS. KELLEMAN:

But we got your comment,

so let's chitchat. Ms. Brown, can you
join ---72

BEN:

Thank you, Mr. Cash.
Let's --- 1is Chloe present? Dan Tracy?
Dan Tracy, if you could come up. | f

you say your name in the mic, and you

will have three minutes. We'll let you

know with the sign when one minute
remaining.

MR. TRACY:

Oh, okay.
BEN:

Thank you.
MR. TRACY:

Hi, good afternoon. [ ' m
Dan Tracy. Just had a couple
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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was

have known

about the shortfall in the budget ?

BEN:

S sir, | will reiterate.
Kat herine said right now is just ti me
to take statements from you. | f
there's a question that they can
address, they can come with you on the
side. But for up here, if we could
just have statements for you, they'l|
i sten.

MR. TRACY:

Sur e.

BEN:

Listen to whatever you
have to say.

MR. TRACY:

Yes.

MODERATOR:

And sir, we also have
staff outside that can answer questions
as well.

MR. TRACY:

Yes. |l --- 1 already

Sargent's Court

(814)

Reporting Service,
536-8908
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spoke with them. But the issue | have
is that it seems that a | ot of money
was spent on renaming from PAT to PRT.
| " m sure that wasn't cheap. | see alll
the signage, the paint jobs. And i f
anybody foreseeing a budget would, why
they would do something |ike that if
they know they're running |low on funds.
| mean, |'"ve known it as PAT for years,
and I mean, why change it if it's going
to cost you a fortune?

My second question is,
why the need for your own police force
when we have Pittsburgh police? I
don't believe crime is different on a
bus than it is on the street, in an
Uber, or your home. A crime is a
cri me. | don't know --- | don't
understand why | constantly see Ford
Explorers idling all day on a street
corner with a paid officer sitting in
t hem. And | just see money wasted
everywhere.

And before | am forced at

gunpoint to pay taxes to support public
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why they're not doing their

you know, working within a

hat's about all 1 can say.
BEN:
Thank you. Jay Wal ker .

uld restate your name in the
you will have three minutes.

| be a sign over here letting

when you have one minute |l eft.

MR. WALKER:

Ri ght . Hel | o. Good

, my name is Jay Ting Wal ker,

and |'"m an outreach coordinator of the

Cl ean Air
environme

of fices i

heal th or
advocates
that i mpr
sustainab
Wel |l -fund
public tr

necessary

Council, a nonprofit

ntal health organization with

n Philadel phia and Pittsburgh.

As an environment al

gani zation, Clean Air Counci

for policy and infrastructure

ove air quality by promoting
|l e modes of transportation.
ed, efficient, and equipped
ansit --- transportation is

in the move towards greener
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We urge you today to stop

the fare hikes, stop the service cuts,
and approve the necessary funds to save
Pittsburgh's public transit. The 20
percent cuts that have already been
instituted have left transit riders
with gaps in their service. As the
agency works to get its rider numbers

back up to 2019 |l evels, additional cuts

of the proposed drastic amounts would

halt progress and sink the agency
further.

The state has not
increased funding in a decade. I
time for Harrisburg to recognize
i mportance of reliable service an

prioritize PRT. The plan to cut

t is
the
d

the

bus and T service by 35 percent and

ACCESS services by 62 percent will have
devastating consequences for all,
especially the most vulnerable
communities that rely on affordable and
accessible public transit to get to
schools, groceries, hospitals, and worKk
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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each and every day.

It is Iimperative that the
State | egislature step up and close the
public transit deficit, and invest in
the well being of its constituents. The
people of Pittsburgh and across the
Commonweal th deserve a healthy
environment where they can thrive.
Sustainable transportation is vital to
making that happen. Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

You can hand it to them. Thank you.
The next speaker, Giovanni Montagnino.
Oh, thank you. Yes, we'll take you
now. Ok ay.

You will have three
mi nutes to speak, and we'll let you

know when you have one minute
remaining.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Good to see you again,

Gi ovanni .
MR. MONTAGNI NO:
Hi . My name is Giovanni
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Mont agni no.
Pennsyl vani a.
and | relied
years.
take are the

and the 61C.

to work, go to

airport,

i mportantly,

only means of

means of
Pittsburgh.

environment .

When | first heard about
PRT's service cuts, | was very shocke
and devastated. Devast at ed. Endi ng
service at 11 o'clock daily? Not f ai
Closing the Collier and Ross garages
--- garages and eliminating special
event services, |like Pirate games and
the NFL draft next year. Many Pirate

Kennywood,
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I live in Heidel berg,

Il have autism, and | -
on PRT buses for so many
The bus routes are --- ||
31, G2, 91, inbound 28X,

| rely on the bus to go
the train station,
Sandcastl e, more

Pirate games. That' s my

transportation --- only
transportation to get around
It saves energy and the

d

r.

fans who attend games only rely on the

bus. If a game ends around 10: 00 p. m.

hour on 7:05 games or 6:40 games, they
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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have to catch the | ast bus possible.
Possible to head back home. I f after
11 o'clock if there's no more bus, they
have to get an Uber or Lyft, which
costs around $15 to $30 bucks each way.

That's not fair.

Same it goes --- same it
goes to Kennywood or Sandcastl e. And
people and disabilities --- have autism
and disabilities or seniors, |ike me,
rely on the bus. | can't --- not
everyone drives a car. | can't afford
parking fees. | can't afford Uber or a
Lyft. | can't afford to sit in heavy
traffic. | can't afford a | ot of gas.

28X inbound, very popular alternative
to the G2, will no |longer go around
downt own or Oakl and. Bus that only
travels between Carnegie and the
airport, which have very long trave

and wait times.

| hope --- hope the
government can get us to $117 million
we need to save --- to save PRT, or
else I --- 1 will have to take the very
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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unexpected way. Cutting my work days,
reducing my Pirate games, and --- and
going to the days at Kennywood. I hope
this --- 1| hope we get the proper
funding we need. Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.
Next speaker, Amy Zai ss.
Anyone who is --- else who is
regi stered to speak that would like to

speak now? Ok ay.

Our next speaker is at
12:55. Just to go over the schedul e,
our next speaker is at 12:55. And then
at 1:00 p.m, we will break from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m., and we'll begin

speakers again at 3:00 p.m

Hel | o. Ok ay. Pl ease
state your name. You'll have three
mi nutes to speak, and we'll let you
know when we --- you have one minute

remaining.

MR. PASTOR:

Shawn Pastor, Castl e

Shannon, Mount Lebanon.
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| *m actually here to help

fight this funding crisis. This is,
this ain't good. | don't know what - --
| don't know what's going on. Li ke |
said, I"mreally. You guys are trying
to cut the 38, the 36, 38, 41. | don''t
feel --- 1 don't think that's ---
that's a good thing to do. That' s a
good --- that's a smart thing to do.
Because | wutilize that
service literally every day. There's
people that | know that use that
service, that use the 36 | ot. And i f
you do this, it is --- that is going to

devastate the whole entire community of

Mount Lebanon. lt's not in good
standi ng. It'"s not good. We got to
get this money. We got to get this
money right now. Because if not, we're
going to be screwed.

There's a | ot of ---
there's a | ot of people that utilize
that service. Not only me, but there
are people that utilize that service.
That you are going to --- that you are

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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going to devastate.

And the, like | said the
fares, that's another issue. The
passes, $1067? No, | can't afford that.
The passes need to be at | east $100, at
|l east a $3 increase. Not a freaking
al most $10 increase. That's --- that

right there tells me that it's at the
brink of this. The brink of

elim nation, everything. | don't want
that .

That $10 --- that al most
$10 increase? I don't want that. I
want the passes to at | east be a $4
increase. Not --- not almost a $10
increase. Because that's --- that's
really dipping into my budget. lt's
not --- | won't be able to ride. I

won't be able to go anywhere because |

won't be able to afford it.

lt's not, |like | said,
you can't --- you can't expect people
al most a $10 --- almost $10 increase on

these passes on the monthlies when

can't even afford the $97.50 to begin

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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with because everything's so high.

don't know why that was proposed, but

l'ike I said, it shouldn't have been.
And the cuts? That's another issue.
You can't do that to people. You can't
screw them over. You can't screw
everybody over in Mount Lebanon because

people are going to fight back and say,
no, enough's enough. Thank you.

MS. SANTOS:

Thank you for speaking.

Ok ay. Ok ay .

The next speaker, again,
Amy ? No ? Ok ay . Al'l right. That is
our | ast speaker scheduled from 12:00
tol: 00 p.m. until we resume again at

3: 00 p. m

* * * * * * * *

MEETI NG CONCLUDED AT 12:55 P. M.

* * * * * * * *
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify, as the stenographic
reporter, that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken stenographically by me, and thereafter
reduced to typewriting by me or under ny
direction; and that this transcript is a true
and accurate record to the best of my ability.
Dated the 13th day of May, 2025
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P R OCEETDTI N G S

MS. KELLEMAN:

It is now 3:09 and this
public hearing will resume. As a
reminder, this hearing 1Is being
recorded and transcribed by a court
reporter. So if you do not want to be
recorded, please exit the hearing roonm
nNow .

Each speaker has up to
three minutes to provide public
comment and should come up to the
speaker®s table when called upon,
table or podium, and state their name
clearly and spell it for the court
reporter before beginning to provide
your public comment.

Just a reminder, this 1is
a public hearing, so when you speak,
the 1ntent here i1s for you to speak
onto the record for three minutes.
There won®"t be dialogue coming back
from us here up at the dais. We can

come down and talk to you separately,

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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but when you®re up here, your official
comments are jJust dialogue up to us.
So it"s not that we"re i1gnoring you,

we"re collecting comment right now.

And 1 will turn it back
over to our moderators. So Lexi and
Odessa. Or Odessa or Melissa.

MODERATOR:

Kimberly Bennett?
MS. BENNETT:

Hello. Kimberly
Bennett. That"s K-1-M-B-E-R-L-Y,
B-E-N-N-E-T-T.

Hi, so I"m Kimberly
Bennett. I"m a PRT rider. I live 1iIn
Mount Washington, which by the way 1s
one of the neighborhoods that 1s going
to be losing its public transportation
iT the proposed cuts happen.

I am upset about the
plan for a number of reasons that |1
think all of the residents living 1In
the city should be upset about. |
mean, Tfor one, this would be, you

know, a huge cut to the gains that

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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we"ve made on climate change. Our
infrastructure certainly cannot
support any more cars on the road.
Traffic obviously will increase and it
will decimate the city, these cuts.

IT you think
homelessness 1Is bad now, jJjust wait
until people can®"t get to their jobs.
Kids aren"t going to be able to get to
school. People aren®"t going to be
able to get to local businesses to
spend money. IfT you think that
downtown Pittsburgh looks bad now,
wait until people can"t get to
downtown Pittsburgh.

The other thing is, I™nm
livid about what appears to be a lack
of forethought. I looked at your
prior fiscal year revenue reports and
in the past two revenue reports | see
a reference to the fTiscal cliff that
PRT is facing, but 1 didn"t see that
phrase used in the prior reports.

In the fiscal year 2020

report, 1t mentions that PRT 1is

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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cognizant of Act 89 sunsetting, but

that seems a little late to be
worrying about an act that would be
sunsetting In three years.

It seems like iIn the
past few years, other than, you know,
the two reports that 1 mentioned that
mentioned the fiscal cliff, that PRT
was Happy to be receiving COVID money
and kind of had lost sight of the
budgetary crisis that was upcoming.

It doesn"t look like
anything®s really been done to change
the revenue stream. In the past
fiscal year report, 81 percent of your
funding comes from state funding. So
it seems like this was a foreseeable
problem and I don"t see any efforts to
fix the problem.

So even 1Tt a miracle
happens, what then? Are we going to
wait for another ten year act to
expire and then face this all over
again? Because you®"re not going to be

able to rehire those bus drivers that

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you"re going to have to lay off.
You"re going to face the same crisis
that airlines had found themselves
after COVID.

So this 1s all to say
I"m deeply disappointed. I hope that
these cuts don*"t happen. Thank you

for your time.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
Laura Tompkins?

MR. TOMPKINS:

Thanks y~all. My name
is Laura Tompkins, L-A-U-R-A,

T-0O-M-P-K-1-N-S. I was hoping y~all
would 1introduce yourselves. I guess
that®"s not happening. So I kind of

don*t know what I"m trying to do, but
ifT anyone ---.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Ms. Tompkins, Ms.
Tompkins, hold on. Start with Karen.

Okay.

MR. RITCHIE:

I*"m Jim Ritchie. I*m

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the Chief Communications Officer for
PRT.
MS. BROWN:

Hi, I"m Donminika Brown,

I m the Chief Financial Officer here

at PRT.

MS. KELLEMANE:

And you should know who
you"re talking to. I*"m Katharine
Kelleman. I*m the CEO. Thank you.

MR. CETRA:

I*"m Mike Cetra, Chief
Legal Officer for PRT.
SENATOR WILLIAMS:

Senator Lindsey
Williams, Board Member.

MS. SILBERMANN:

Any Silbermann, Chief
Development Officer.

MS. COLONG:

Ilnez Colon, Chief Human
Resources Officer.

MR. RIVETTI:

I*"m Don Rivetti, Chief

Maintenance Officer.
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MS. TOMPKINS:

Okay.
MS. KELLEMAN:

So let"s start your
clock over again. And Missy, let me
know when she®"s good to go.

MODERATOR:

We"re ready.

MS. KELLEMAN:

All right.
Thank you, Ms. Tompkins.
MS. TOMPKINS:

Thanks.

I live at 422 Winton

Street. IT anybody knows me in the
audience --- they probably don"t, but
I"m a longtime union member. Casino

workers, what®"s up? These are my
roots. I started as a union slot
tenant in Columbus, Ohio, but I now
staff at a downtown labor union here
in Pittsburgh.

In other folks®™ eyes,
they might see me as a little bit of a

yuppie. I came --- 1 have a good
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income and I moved here fTor work
opportunities. So in that sense, I™m
the kind of person Pittsburgh has
tried hard to attract to our city. My
husband also followed me here. He
continues to work by car in
Washington, PA, but we spend a lot of
our money in the city.

My concerns are as
follows. So number one, we live iIn a
Mount Washington zip code but are
closest to and spend most of our time
in Allentown. We have a one car
household because our neighborhood
wasn®"t built for so many cars and
cannot fit a second. The narrow roads
and alleys are absolutely clogged with
cars and people frequently experience
sideswipes and lost mirrors from their
on street parking spots. Public
transit is vital to alleviate this.

We can®"t afford a second

car anyway, let alone fit one on our

street. As a result, we split car
access between us. I frequently ride
Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the 43 and the 44 in a pinch to and

from work, to my downtown dentist and

other downtown activities. I enjoy
these rides very much. The staff is
professional and friendly and 1 like

being surrounded by neighbors.

I literally met my best
friend in Pittsburgh as a new
Pittsburgh resident at the bus stop 1In
a snowstorm. She helped me get to the
44 when down the 43 couldn™"t make it
down the hill and was delayed. We
live two blocks from each other and
she"s become an Iimportant part of me
family at home In my new city.

My neighborhood 1is
income diverse and I like that about
1t. While 1 have 50 percent access to
a car, many of my neighbors have
little or no access. One of my
neighbors uses disabled transport for
his child. I care about these folks
and how this will impact their lives.
I don®t want people to lose jobs or

move out because they lose public
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transport access and 1 don"t know how
I would get to and from work half the
days myself.

I don"t want the
composition of my neighborhood to
change. I want to integrate myself
into i1t. This isn"t jJust bad for me,
it"s bad for my neighbors and bad for
the fabric of our communities.

I jJust want to say shame
on whoever stingy state politicians
are responsible for these cuts.
That®"s how I feel. I"m here because
I*m mad but I"m looking for solutions
and I"m ready to do whatever 1is
needed .

So thank you for taking my
testimony.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
James Love?

MR. LOVE:

Good afternoon, my name

is James Love. I am once again here
in Allegheny County. I am shocked at
Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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our legislative Republicans on their
negligence completely on how they
mainly are attacking Class 1 SEPTA
Philadelphia and Class 2 Port
Authority Allegheny County.

I am shocked on how ---
I*"m sorry, I am shocked on how the
class three, four and five systems out
there are not coming out with their
financial information. With
Westmoreland Transit, Mignon Valley,
Washington Freedom Transit, Newcastle
and the other systems that are coming
into downtown Pittsburgh.

Since the pre birthing
at the Port Authority Allegheny
County, and I will always call it the
Port Authority Allegheny County. I
refuse to call 1t Pittsburgh Regional
Transit because whoever put PRT 1is
pocketing their pocket just like Mr.
Skendales (phonetic) did.

Which i1s partly why we
are Iin the position where we are 1in

with the way this Republicans are
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against funding Class 1 SEPTA and

Class 2 Port Authority. So whoever 1is
enjoying their money, I hope you~re
enjoying 1t 1In your paychecks.

Ms. Kathleen, 1 respect
you, but 1 have not heard once ---
although I don*t have money to pay for
cable right now as I"m back on
disability. That®"s when my daughter
was wrongly adopted out.

I have not heard once
you offering to take any of your pay
back . Yes, 1t"s in your contract to
work for Port Authority to get regular
increases 1In your pay. You work hard.
You deserve 1it. But In a situation
like we are in right now, 1t @Is time
that you give up some of that money.

As far as where I was 1in
the past feeding you, clothing you,
electronics out east in Ridge Forest
area of Rabbit York, Rabbit Regional
Capital District, 1 was able to help
him get the argument with PennDOT get

the Hanover Gettysburg connector
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running, but he took almost 15 years
and I don*t know what 1t was that 1
said that he was able that running to
connect with his Gettysburg work and
his Hanover York work. And now since
then he®"s taken over capital area
transit in the capital where they re
in Harrisburg.

It is time that our
Republicans understand that they may
not want to support funding for SEPTA
and Port Authority, but there are
other areas that Rich could take off
of his 28 exit crosses the Appalachian
Trail in Duncannon to take over
Huntington, Bedford, Fulton County to
come over to connect with his money
that he took over paratransit for
Rabbit Indigo Indiana County. And he
needs to take over the outline of
transit systems from Erie all the way
down to Newcastle all the way across
22, 322, 422, U.S. 30 and in between.

It is time that Rabbit

expands and have Rich that knows what
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he®"s doing that replaced Steve Bland

as CEO of Rabbit when Steve Bland was

right over here to destroy our system

at PRT.

MS. KELLEMANE:

Thank you, Mr. Love,
it"s time. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
Alisa?

MS. GRISHMAN:

Okay, is this close
enough? Can you hear me?

MS. KELLEMAN:

Yes.

MS. GRISHMAN:

Hi, I"m Alisa Grishman,
A-L-1-S-A, G-R-I1-S-H-M-A-N. I live 1In
Uptown and 1 am one of 25 percent of
Americans who lives with a disability
and 30 percent who do not drive.

Many other people have
come up today to give statistics and
facts and figures. I am here to talk

about me.
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I went to a concert last
week. It ended at 11:30. There®s an
antiquated notion that when you become
disabled, your life ends, that you sit
at home all day, every day, only
leaving your house to go to medical
appointments.

Nothing could be further

from the truth. I have a vibrant,
beautiful life. I go to concerts. I
sit in coffee shops with friends. |

go to museums and libraries and movies
and stores. The thought of being
stuck at home, unable to go out and
socialize fTeels like death. Feels
worse than death because at least if
you"re dead, you can®"t be bored.

IT the state does not
come through to support transit
agencies like PRT, and 1f there have
to be drastic cuts to transit like
what has been proposed, 1 won"t be
able to go to concert because they end
after 11:00. I won*"t be able to meet

my Ffriends for coffee because the
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buses will no longer run to their
neighborhoods. Traveling outside of
my house to shop, to go to medical
appointments, to see a glimmer of life
outside of my four walls would be made
extremely difficult, if not
impossible, because of the severe cuts
to transit routes.

It"s not just about my

ability to get out that will be

affected by these cuts, too. The only
way I am able to live independently 1in
my house that I own is through

receiving in home services several
times a week from aides who help me
cook, clean, pick up groceries and do
laundry.

Some of these aides rely
on public transit, and 1f their routes
are cut, I will lose a significant
portion of my access to services and
risk having to be put Iinto a nursing
home . Not to mention that they~ 11l be
out of the job.

Il know that in the end,
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all of your decisions will come down
to those statistics and facts and
figures. But 1 want both PRT and the
state to remember that this isn™t
about numbers. This i1s about people
who go to concerts, who hang out with
friends, who live independently and
who go to work using transit.

This is about me, Alilsa
Grishman, a living, breathing transit
user with a vibrant, beautiful life.

Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.

We now have time slots
for City Charter School.

MS. KELLEMANE:

And whoever®s coming up,
remember, you®"re going to give us your
name and spell 1t, and you have three
minutes to talk.

MS. WALLS:

Hi.
MS. KELLEMAN:

Hello.
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MS. WALLS:

My name is Daeonna

Walls, D-A-E-O-N-N-A. And as you
know, I attend the City Charter High
School.

MS. KELLEMAN:

You"re doing great.
Deep breath, you got this. It*s good.

It*s good. We"re friends.

MS. WALLS:

Okay.
MS. KELLEMAN:

Well, we"re friendly.
leave. You might not be our friend,
but that®"s okay.

MS. WALLS:

Okay, okay.
To deny people thei

-
-

human rights i1s to challenge their
very humanity. Words by Nelson
Mandela. I go to City High and 1
don*t think, 1 know that continuing to
fund these buses i1s crucial to PA
citizens and whoever else is being

affected by this cut.
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Transportation 1s a
necessity and essential factor to
people®"s livelihood and i1s a
fundamental right we are all obligated
to. Cutting these bus routes i1s going
to affect those with disabilities,
those struggling to make ends meet
financially and just everyone as a
whole 1In general, no matter your
identity.

Removing these bus fares
equals crushing our economy and
considering the new unjust laws that
we have to become accustomed to, the
least we as citizens can have access
to is getting to and from work and/or
school.

Do not cut
transportation for PA citizens because
it I1s going to create a disaster such
as more people losing jJobs and buses
that no longer run are prone to
creating more drunk drivers and those
that just don®"t need nor know how to

drive resulting into mine, yours and
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your children®s lives at stake.

Eliminating these bus
fares, you are putting us all 1in
jeopardy. Whether this is a fund
issue, 1t can and should be resolved.
Even 1f you think you“"re not affected,
mine and your transportation equal
fair human right. Thank you.

MS. KELLEMANE:

Thank you.

Do we have anyone else
from City High?

MR. BLAIR:

My name is Jaylyn Blair
from City Center High School.

Cutting --- for public
transit in Pittsburgh would have
significant and far reaching
consequences for various groups of
people including students, disabled
individuals and the general public.

For students, public
transit iIs essential for accessing
education, interns and campus jJobs.

According to the Pittsburgh Regional
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Transit, approximately 14 percent of
Pittsburgh residents rely on public
transportation to get to work with a
similar precedence of college students
depending on public transit for
commuting.

A reduction in the
service oOor an increasing in fares
would raise transportation costs,
making 1t harder and difficult for
students to afford to commute to
school, especially considering that
Pittsburgh®s average cost of public
transit 1is already higher than the
national average at $2.75 per ride.

These changes could lead
to a longer wait time and less
reliable service and a more difficult
commute, ultimately iImpacting academic
performance and extracurricular
engagement and social participation.

For disabled
individuals, a public transit is not
just a convenience but a critical part

of daily life. Over 20 percent of
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Pittsburgh®s population is disabled

and many of them rely on public
transit or paratransit services to
access medical care, groceries and
employment. According to the National
Organization of Disability, 33 percent
of people with disabilities in
Pittsburgh report that transportation
iISs --- to participating in daily life.

Budget cuts can lead to
reductions iIn paratransit services,
longer wait times or less frequent
routes, severely impacting the
independence of and mobility of
disabled residents. For example, the
paratransit services were reduced just
by ten percent, this could leave
thousands of disabled residents
stranded, unable to attend medical
appointments or work, significantly
impacting their quality of life.

The loss of accessible
public transit options could lead to a
decreasing employment opportunities

for individuals with disabilities who
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face a bare to finding accessible
transit for work.

Beyond students and
disabled individuals, the general
public in Pittsburgh could also bear
the burn of reduced public transit
funding. According to the Allegheny
Conference on community development,
nearly 20 percent of Pittsburgh
residents rely on public transit to
get to work, with many of them working
in low wage jobs where the ability to
afford a car 1s not feasible.

With fewer buses and
longer wait times, it will become more
difficult for these residents to get
to work for access and essential
services. In fact, studies show that
60 percent of workers in Pittsburgh
who use public transit earn less than
$30,000 a year and for many of thenm
public transit is their only option
for commuting.

Additionally, a

reduction In transit service will

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

217




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o0 o0 A W N —» O

214
likely push to rely on cars,
exacerbating Pittsburgh already
problematic traffic congestion.
Pittsburgh ranks 35th in the world ---
in the country for the worst traffic
congestion with an average commuter
spending 37 hours per year stuck 1in
traffic.

IT more people would
turn to cars due to limited transit
options, this will Increase congesting
leading to longer --- times, more air
pollution. Pittsburgh already
struggles with high levels of air
pollution and increased car use will
worsen the id1ssue iImpacting public
health and the environment.

The economic effects of
cutting transit buses will also ---.

MS. KELLEMAN:

You can Ffinish your
sentence.

MR. BLAIR:

Oh . Businesses located

near transit routes depending on foot
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traffic and accessibility that public

transit provides.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.
MODERATOR:

Ashley Blye-Teimbers.
MS. TEIMBERS:

Hi, my name is Ashley
Blye-Teimbers. Ashley spelled the
regular way, A-S-H-L-E-Y, Blye,
B-L-Y-E, hyphen Teimbers,
T-E-1-M-B-E-R-S.

My name is Ashley Blye-
Teimbers and 1 ride public transit
almost every day. When 1 was
diagnosed with epilepsy at 16, the
system has gotten me to work, the
college, to church, my whole life
since then. It"s brought me home late
hours at night when 1 couldn"t afford
an Uber, 1t"s taken me to the hospital
when 1 needed care into my grandma®™s
side when she was sick. Public
transit isn"t just a ride, 1t"s how 1

live my life.
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So when you talk about

cutting our buses services by up to 35
percent and slashing our access
service by over 60 percent, what"s
really being cut is our freedom, our
dignity, our ability to survive.
Because let"s be honest, 1f these cuts
happen, it won"t be the wealthy people
who expect to feel it. It*"11 be the
students, the workers, the seniors,
people with disabilities like myself.
It"11l be the low Iincome communities
like mine left stranded.

Transit 1s not a luxury.
It 1is a lifeline. And I"m here to say
we will not let anyone cut our
lifeline without a fight. We need the
legislature to step up and fund our
future because we do deserve better.
Pittsburgh deserves better. To move
freely, safely and with dignity. Save
our services, save our communities,

save our jobs and fund public transit.

lt"s not a want, 1t"s a need. I"m
done.
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MODERATOR:

Thank you.
Zachary Andrews?

MR. ANDREWS:

I*m Zach and 1 --- okay,

you want me to read this on the phone

or just say something original?

MS. KELLEMAN:

Your choice.

MR. ANDREWS:

Okay, Tfine. I*m a CCAC
student. Mom works in the city "cause
we live in Ambridge. IT she ain"t
taking the 14, she®"s taking Lyft. [

I ain"t takin

g BCTA, I"m taking the

14. Honestly, I"m just going to read

some of this.

forth between
for economic
reason. And
are planning

like oh, you-

Who cares?

Yeah, 1 go back and

BCTA route one and 14
reasons because ---
when 1 heard that y~all
on cutting the 14, 1t"s
re isolating the people.

Here®"s a better 1i1dea.

Either keep the 14, bring the 21 or
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the proposed D23 up to Ambridge or

reduce all the restrictions y~“all have
on BCTA. Yeesh.

And then there®s a bunch
of routes 1 probably don®"t --- and
then there®"s neighborhoods I don®t go

to but 1t would affect everyone

anyway . Instead of cutting the silver
line, jJust cut the blue line. That
goes to different --- that goes ---

because the blue line goes to the same
neighborhoods at both area --- both
routes go to anyway. You“"re

connecting people and saving money at

the same time. Yeesh. Jagoffs.
Sorry for the language. Circular
language. At least it"s more tamed.

Honestly, and the Moon
Flyer, why you want to cut that?
There®"s college students. You~“re
cutting access to college students. |
like that proposed plan that ya*ll had
with connecting the Moon Flyer with
Robinson Mall on the way to and from

the city, but cutting that thing all
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together, you®"re making it hard for

college students to get to their jobs.

Honestly. I"m just
going to end i1t here. Cutting BCTA
access --- no, cutting --- no wait,

cutting Pittsburgh Transit access to
Ambridge while keeping BCTA under the
same restrictions, i1t"s like Hopewell
--- it"s like Hopewell refusing to let
Quip merge with them. Think about
that one. I"m done here.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
Karen Smith.

MS. SMITH:

My name is Karen Smith,
K-A-R-E-N, S-M-1-T-H, and no I"m not
that type of Karen. I*"m another type
of Karen. The advocate type. I*m
from Carnegie PA and 1 take several
buses, one of which would actually be
cut to the Hospital, St. Clair, which
I would be traveling from one third
all the way to St. Clair Hospital

without the bus.
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Well, anyway. Okay,

first off, who are you? I am an
advocate. I am a bus rider as well as
many people here in this room and
those who are not in this room, future
as well as past and present.

Why are you here? To
advocate fTor reliable dedicated
funding. Transportation funding.
What®"s at stake? The lives of many
who depend on public transportation
now and well into the fTuture.

What 1s the ask? Please
say you --- please say yes to reliable
dedicated transit funding so that we
all can stay connected to and with
each other and the many other services
that the buses provide us access to.

Don"t let our lifeline
go flat line. Because i1if we do, we
will not be able to get to the
hospitals. They will not be able to
get to us. The many people that have
home care services will not be able to

have their caregivers who take buses
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come to them. And they will not be

able to go out to their appointment,
get groceries or get where they need

to be and they will not be able ---

and you will have a ghost city. Not a
ghost town, a ghost City. Ghost City

iIs not as --- you think ghost city 1is

not as bad as ghost town. Well yeah,

iIt"s worse. It*"s bigger. It"s a

bigger issue.

But you know, idinstead of
creating a problem, how about fixing
the one that"s now? Instead of
putting more on the plate, finish what
you got on here now that way we can
nip it in the bud, cut i1t where 1t
needs to be. But apparently you“re
cutting it where 1t"s not needed to
be.

We need the dedicated
funding. It needs to be reliable, 1t
needs to be dependable and 1t needs to
be permanent and forever.

As well as the funding,

we also need buses that will run
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properly along with --- everybody that

needs the bus, they need a bus that

does not have 1i1ssues. The blood"s
running out. We need to --- we need
dedicated funding. Dedicated funding
is going to be a bloodline. Don*"t let
our buses go flat lined. Think
transportation. Think us. The world
needs 1t. We all need i1t.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.

Kristen Greene?

You got this Kristen.
MS. GREENE:

Hi, my name i1s Kristen
Greene, K-R-1-S-T-E-N, G-R-E-E-N-E. 1
have been a transit user since 1 was
14 years old.

Over the years, transit
services has declined for regular
users. Recently the Port Authority of
Pittsburgh proposed closing 40
additional routes due to lack of
funds. This concerns me deeply as |1

depend on the buses to take me where |1
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need to go.

Additionally, these
closures will negatively affect
communities. Many people depend on
mass transit to get to work, school
and doctor®"s appointments. How do you
expect these residents to get where
they need to go with no bus services?
What about people who leave work late
at night and our do not have a safe
way home? What about people who work
overnight?? You can"t be serious.
Please take their safety iInto
consideration.

Port Authority workers
would also be negatively affected by
these budget cuts. There will be
layoffs. What will you do about that?

Something needs to be
done to prevent these closures. The
Port Authority needs to work with
state and local organizations and

government and as a team come up with

a solution. Pittsburghers need mass
transit. It 1is already difficult to
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get around the city with the current
services, let alone closing additional
routes.

In addition to fTare
increases, these proposed routes
changes will negatively affect the
residents of our city. I*"m asking the
leaders of the Port Authority to re
think these proposed changes. We need
to keep the buses running.
Pittsburghers depend on this, on
public transportation. Listen to your
employees, especially the bus
operators as they have a stake as well
in these changes. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
Judith Vanderbeck.
MS. VANDERBECK?:

My name is Judith
Vanderbeck, J-U-D-1-T-H,
V-A-N-D-E-R-B-E-C-K. I live in the
city of Pittsburgh Shadyside area.
I*"m a non driver. I*m visually

impaired and I"m also self employed.
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So taking Uber 1s not an option.

What 1 would like to
talk about i1s the proposed cuts to
regularity of bus service, cutting the
frequency and limiting buses after
11:00 p.m. These are the biggest
issues that affect me.

I am able to walk to my
jJob fortunately, but the biggest risk
to me is having customers not being
able to get to me. I have customers
who come to me from all over the city
and although living right in the
middle of the city, the buses I depend
on may not be the ones that are
completely cut, but the fact that they
would be limited with much more time
between buses running, may deter
customers get into me.

I spent 30 years
building my business. Since I™m
visually impaired, traditional jobs
have not --- 1 have not been able to
find job security with traditional

jJobs. So I"m very proud of the fact
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that I have built a very successful
business for 30 years and 1 do not
want to experience catastrophic effect
on my business due to customers not
getting to me because they~“ve depended
on bus service that i1s no longer
accessible on a regular basis.

In addition, 1 depend on
Port Authority to take me to all the
social activities 1 do. And 1 do get
around. I take the P1, the P3, the
P78, the 75, the 64, the 86, the 71B,
the 71D, the 71C, the 1, 6, 15, and
the T to North Shore and South Hills.
Cutting service and especially service
after 11:00 p.m. will take a
catastrophic hit to my social activity
and all of the things that 1 support
in the city.

What 1 ask i1s that
funding be provided to Pennsylvania to
support our public service system.

Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you. Ken Moseel
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(phonetic)? Ken Moseel? Okay, 1f Ken

arrives, we"ll fit them in when
there®"s an opening.

Loretta Gillespie
(phonetic). Okay, we"ll come back to
Loretta.

Adam Forgie? Do we have
Adam Forgie?

Stan Covert (phonetic).
Stan Covert?

Rose Weiker (phonetic).
Do we have Rose Weiker?

Andrew Husein?

MR. HUSEIN:

Good evening. I wasn~"t
sure 1f I was actually going to speak,
but hey, some of your peers pressured
me into i1t. So here we are.

This i1s going to be a
little bit off the cuff, but to start
with, this i1s kind of going to be a
little bit of a story and then go from
there. But for some of the people up
here who are newer faces to PRT, not

necessarily here during the last
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session before some of the Board
members left may not know this, but 1
have a bit of a, shall we say,
reputation for being one of PRT"s
definitely biggest riders, for sure.
One of the old Board
members, John Tague and me used to
always occasionally quip about me
setting records on PRT because there-®s
this person that kind of got me into
tracking my ridership for various
reasons. And so before he left for

his tenure, my record was like 1,500

rides in a month. And now 1t"s gotten
so ridiculous. Partly because of
displacement to where 1 live now, |I"ve

been displaced three times in the last
year . And now I*"m in one of PRT"s

hardest to get to and from service

areas.
So I"m no stranger to

transfer. So now 1I"ve easily been

clocking 1n over 5k rides a month. As

crazy as that might be for some people

to imagine, 1t is doable, especially
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iT you have passed will transfer.

But I"m --- so I™"nm
definitely, I would say, more than
qualified to say a little bit on some
of the things that I see going on 1n
the system as well as where 1 see the
system headed. And 1t"s not good
where 1t"s headed right now.

I see people online talk
about, oh, nobody takes transit,
nobody uses transit, blah, blah, blah,
why should we fund transit? And then
I see certain Government reciprocate

that attitude, like, why should we

fund transit? It"s not important, i1°s
not a priority.

But even though 1°"m an
outlier with as many trips as | take
on transit, clearly I can say with
confidence that whoever®s saying that
people don"t use and need transit is
more than a little bit full of 1t.
They“"re living in some kind of

alternate reality, la-la land. So we

need to get this transit funding dealt
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with, and we need to get 1t done
reasonably.

In the meantime, 1 know
we had a BLR redesign project that now
looks like 1t"s, unfortunately, for
better or for worse, on hold or may
not happen at all because we"re 1In
this doomsday scenario now that we"re
hoping to avoid, obviously, or we
wouldn*t all be here.

And so I gave that BLR,
along with another passport Authority
legend, a little bit of a, shall we
say, counter proposal to the BLR. And
I*"m now in the process of doing a
counter proposal for the cuts that are
coming.

And so my hope is that
we can maybe, rather than cut 40 some
routes and cut service at night and
all this other crazy stuff, that
hopefully we can find a solution that
even 1f we don®"t get the funding, you
know, to cut as few routes as possible

and get more creative with where
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routes go, where routes start, an
maybe even things like combining
routes. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.

d
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Jared Helfer (phonetic).

MR. HELFER:

How®s 1t going? Yeah,

don"t have much. I live Iin Mount
Washington and 1 take the 40 all the
time. Yeah, one of the cuts would
eliminate the 40. I mean, that®"s like
the hilliest --- iIt°"s a crazy city of
hills. And that"s like --- 1t"s
basically a mountain. I mean, apropos

of the name.

Yeah, i1t would just

suck, especially like that Grandview

Avenue. I think about this a lot

Like, we love that Grandview Avenue.

Every picture of Pittsburgh i1s taken

from Grandview. lt"s like the scenic

--- the scenic overlook of the city.

You know, seven eighths of people

could not get up there and see th

e
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Charlie®"s okay. Breaks
down a lot. There®"s the 43. Okay. |
walk up the hill all the time. Like,
l*"ve been riding a bus for what, 15,
20 years. l"ve probably traveled a

million miles, something like that on

the bus. Probably felt like it could

have gone to Mercury possibly, you

know.

Yeah. Il don"t know.

would appreciate, yeah, trying to do

anything. Yeah. That"s why you-“re
here. Yeah, appreciate you holding
these meetings. I think yeah, do a
bunch more. Because | don"t think
people even realize that --- yeah,
don*t know what you got --- don"t know
what you got until It"s gone. Who
sang that? Carly Simon. No. Carol
King. Joni Mitchell, yeah, thank you.
Sampled by --- anyway.

Yeah, 1 know a lot of

people especially like in Mount

Washington are like, yeah, old,
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infirmed, have wheelchairs. They jJust
would be stranded out there. So many
neighborhoods would just be --- 1
don"t know, Just deserted essentially.
And maybe turning to like these
strange like tech. Like, you know ---
I don*t know, you get like delivered
on drones. That would be the only
way .

And just who likes

traffic? I mean, jJjust like buses
eliminate traffic. They“"re really
funny and fun. I love riding the bus.

l"ve seen like some of the most insane
things and people on the bus.

Anyway . Yeah. That®s
not worth the, what is $100 million
you got a raise? $100 million? Is
that a lot? I have no i1dea. I mean,
that"s like a lot to me. No, yeah.

Appreciate you
listening. I have faith to do 1t.
Yeah. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
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Do we have Ken Moseel?

Loretta Gillespie?

Adam Forgie?

Stan Covert?

Rose Weiker?

Is Janet Evans here by
chance?

MS. WALKER:

Hello. I"m a Iifelong
advocate, 1 guess for everybody.
Myself, 1"m here on behalf of my

residence in Glen Hazel, Hazelwood.

I always ride the 57.

And 1 heard that they"re moving it to
another area. But I also have
caregivers. I come from the North
Side in Penn Hills. You name 1i1t,
that®"s where they come from. I depend
on them for 24 hour care. They get me
up in the morning, dress. --—- with me

ready for today.

l"ve been --- 1 ride ---
most of my life. Rain, spring,
summer, Ffall. Il do ride the bus.

Especially to Waterfront or even
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downtown .
I also, the residents
when they want to go shopping, they
need 57 to run up and down Johnson

Avenue and pick us up. There®"s a lot
more of us who have power chairs and
we all get out more now that the
weather is changing.

But really 1 would like
to see more seating on the Port
Authority buses because there®s more
of us that need to go to the
Waterfront or downtown or to their
appointments in Oakland. And that®s
very important.

I just want to put that
out. More seating for people 1In power
chairs because a lot of us like to go
to the Waterfront and then we have to
wait for buses 1If there®s more than
two people on a bus.

But really 1 don*"t like
hearing that we might lose the 57 all
together. That®"s not right because

Johnson Avenue 1f they drop anybody
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off on 2nd Avenue, a lot of people
cannot walk that hill. I might be
able to ride i1it, but hey, that"s okay,

but still, 1"m speaking on behalf of

all of us. We really don"t want to
lose our bus. And thank you for being
here. I wouldn"t miss that for the
world.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Janet.
Adam Forgie?

MR. FORGIE:

Good afternoon. My name
is Adam Forgie. I am the Mayor of
Turtle Creek Borough and a teacher
with Woodland Hills School District.

I"m here today to
express my deep concern of the
proposed cuts to Pittsburgh Regional
Transit, or PRT services.

These reductions will be
devastating for the Mon and Turtle
Creek valleys, particularly for
residents who rely on public

transportation as their sole means of
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accessing work, health care,
education, and basic necessities.

Public transportation 1s
not just about getting from point A to
point B. It is a lifeline of
existence. In communities like Turtle
Creek, dozens of residents of all ages
rely on PRT buses to survive.

Students use them to get to school.
Parents depend on them to take
children to medical appointments.
Workers across all professions use
them to reach their jobs. Without
these services, many residents risk
losing employment, education
opportunities, and access to critical
care.

This i1s not only ---
this not only threatens individual
livelihoods, but also the stability of
our local businesses and our overall
economy .

Seniors use transit
services daily to shop for groceries,

pick up prescriptions and attend
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doctor®s appointments. IT we
eliminate those routes, we isolate
them, cutting them off of iIindependence
and diminishing their quality of life.

For low income families
without cars, these buses are the only
affordable form of transportation.
Cutting services would deepen the
economic divide faced by many i1n the
Mon Valley and in the eastern
Allegheny County suburbs. The
disparities are clear. The eastern
suburbs do not benefit from a subway
line, HOV lanes, or widespread bike
trail access. For many of our
residents, busing iIs the only
accessible and affordable reliable
public transit option.

In 2024, Governor
Shapiro successfully secured $153
million in funding to preserve SEPTA,
or Philadelphia®s public regional
transit system in southeastern
Pennsylvania. His leadership ensured

that five counties maintain essential
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transit routes and affordable fares.

PRT, as the second
largest public transportation system
in the Commonwealth, deserves the same
level of commitment and federal
support. The precedent has been set.
Our residents deserve equal
consideration.

The economic impact of
public transit should not be
underestimated. Research shows that
every dollar spent on PRT generates up
to seven to eight dollars 1in our local
economies. Losing these services
would be a blow not only to riders,
but to the economic fabric of our
region.

PRT is seeking $117
million Increase in state funding to
maintain 1ts services. While we must
rally state and local leaders to
support this increase, I fTirmly
believe the most promising solutions
lie in securing federal fTunds.

Whether those are grants, reallocation
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of transportation project dollars as
well as we get for SEPTA, our federal
officials must act. We as their
constituents must call on them to
deliver the $117 million needed to
keep our buses iIn region running.

Failure to find these
funds 1s not an option. These routes
are a lifeline and we cannot afford to
lose them. This cannot be the end of
the line when so many are on board.
It is those iIn power --- 1t iIs time
for those iIin power to step up and
deliver for the communities that need
them the most. Abandoning these
riders who need PRT services 1s
literally a fare they can"t afford.
Thank you.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Is there anyone in the
audience who would like to speak who"s
not registered? Yeah, you can just
come up and tell us your name. Just
make sure that you please register at

the table after you speak.
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MS. FRNKA:

Hi, my name is Echo
Franka, E-C-H-0, F-R-N-K-A. I am a
librarian. I work in a South Hills
area of Pittsburgh and I live 1n
Carrick.

I take the 51 every day
to work and the 51 1s always crowded
and 1 know that the 51 service 1s
going to be reduced 1f funding does
not come through and that®"s concerning

because 1 feel like the 51 is always

really crowded as 1t 1is and i1if it were

to be kept even more, I"m not sure
that --- how I would be able to get to
work.

In addition, 1 work at a
very small community library. One of
my co workers lives in Carnegie and
would not be able to use the bus to go
to work at all if this funding cut
were to --- this funding Increase were
not to go through. She would have to
take an expensive Uber every single

day .
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We do --- at my

workplace we do really important work
for the community and I really fear
what would happen 1f we were not able
to provide those services as well.

In addition to that, a
lot of our regulars at the library are
disabled and rely on access services
that would be cut and they are relying
on bus lines that would have been cut
altogether or greatly to reduce
service. And having access to just
being able to live an independent life
would be devastating for a lot of
people I see regularly at work.

They, you know, as some
other people spoke about, they ---
people with disabilities are not ---
you know, shouldn®"t be trapped in
their homes. They should be able to
have vibrant and productive and, you
know, they should be able to have a
social life jJust like everyone else.
That"s all I have to say. Thank you.

MODERATOR:
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Thank you.

Do we have David
Williamson?

MR. WILLITIAMSON:

I"m David Williamson,
D-A-V-1-D, W-1-L-L-1-A-M-S-0-N.

There"s --- 1f you cut
the buses after 11:00, there will be a
lot more drunk drivers, a lot more
people dying from drunk drivers
getting --- running people over. I f
you want to save money, you know,
think about the cost of ambulances for
one thing.

There"s a lot of people
who don®"t have cars who shouldn™"t have
cars. Honestly, nobody should have a
car, but that"s beside the point. ---
, you know, 1f you need to have more
money, why can®t you just have
congestion pricing for the cars in
downtown? That would raise a lot more

money that you could put to the buses

on or something --- say other same
things.
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And there®"s --- 1f you

cut buses after 11:00, there will be a
lot more --- businesses will lose out
on people getting home from, you know,
nightlife things, entertainments of
any kind or people who work late at
night are not going to be able to
work. So those businesses close for
that reason. You cut down getting to
places, they won®"t be able to go to
work or to spend the money either.
Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Our next couple of
speakers have not arrived. So if
there®"s anyone in the room who would
like to speak but 1s not registered,
you can come up and do that and we can
get you registered after.

MS. CAPEWELL:

Hi, my name is Ocean
Capewell, 0O-C-E-A-N, C-A-P-E-W-E-L-L,
and I wasn®"t planning on speaking, SO
this may be a little off the cuff as

well.

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

248




© 0o N o o A~ wWw N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o o0 A W N —» O

245
But I jJust wanted to

point out that, you know, buses are a
safety net. We live In a society, 1In
a city that 1s designed for cars,
where the needs of drivers are kind of
prioritized. But that®"s not everybody
who lives here. You know, this region
has always been home to people who are
poor, who are working class who maybe
don*t have a car, who have things to
do, who --- and you know, 1t"s just
the more that buses get cut, the more
the region suffers.

Nearly every jJob asks if
you have a reliable form of transport.
They“"re not supposed to ask 1f you
have a car i1f 1t doesn®"t 1Impact ---
you know, 1f you don*"t have to drive,
you know, 1Ff you don*"t have to drive
for the position itself.

But I mean with --- you
know, 1f the buses are cut, then

transit will get less and less

reliable. Poor people will get
poorer. Like economic, you know,
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instability will increase and 1 think
it will just --- you know, it"s not
going to be the developers that are
going to be hurting. It s not going
to be the people with the most money
that are going to be hurting. It"s
going to be the most vulnerable
people, the disabled, the houseless,
the young and the very old who are
going to be feeling this. And so I™m
here to speak on their behalf as well
as mine.

I"m a Ilifelong non
driver. I take the 64. I was very
excited when 1 heard it might be going
all the way to Millvale because
currently the way to get to Millville
from where I live in Bloomfield i1s to
take 1t to 40th Street and then walk.
That"s literally what Google Maps
tells you to do, which takes a really
long time. l"ve done i1t more than
once.

So I was excited. (N §

that"s still on the table, that would
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be wonderful. I think i1t would change
a lot of lives for the better. But
okay, that®"s all 1 have to say. Thank
you.

MODERATOR:

You can come up.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Hello, my name 1iIs Ryan

Matthews. That"s R-Y-A-N,
M-A-T-T-H-E-W-S. Also a bit
unprepared today, but 1 took a little
bit of notes. And 111 try to say

something a little bit different than
what 1°"ve been hearing too.

So I rode the T here
today. I live at the end of the
Silver Line, which 1s one of the lines
that you"re planning on cutting. So
l"ve been set up for fTailure. I"m not
here just to complain about the T.

There®s a point I"m going to make

here. So for a minute this will sound
bad but you know, I won®"t confuse
things. Hear me out.

So I"m going to tell you
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about my jJjourney here today. I
started early because I knew what was
ahead of me. The one good thing today
is that the T basically picks me up
from my front door. So that part was
good. Then the T stops at the end of
the Silver Line where 1t convenes with
the Red Line and Blue line at
Washington Junction. And 1 had to get
off the T because of the current
construction and route changes that
are happening.

So I had to stop at
Washington Junction. The connection
to pick up the next train was nine
minutes late. So that®"s plus nine
minutes to my journey. Then instead
of a Blue Line coming which is the
fastest way to Pittsburgh, a Red Line
came instead. So that®"s plus fTive
more minutes for me.

Then for the current
tunnel construction project, the
closure there, we have to go over the

hill over Mount Washington through
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Allentown instead. So that"s at least
five more minutes there through that
one way bridge which is apparently why
the Silver Line ---.

So my journey here from
the end of the Silver Line took about
an hour and ten minutes or an hour and
15 minutes. It probably should take
about 40 or 50 minutes, based on my
past experience. And then 1 walked
here ten minutes.

So last month, a couple
of Bethel Park Council members came to
my neighborhood for a meeting and kind
of talked to us about the upcoming
changes to Port Authority. And one of
the Council members said, we need to
get more people riding the T again.
And 1 thought that was pretty funny
because why would more people start
riding the T right now when it"s this
much worse with these extra changes?

So I pay my taxes. I"m
here right now telling you guys what"s

up and how to spend the money. What®s
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going to sell things for everyone 1n
here In this room right now IS money.
It s the only thing that®"s going to
solve 1i1t.

So please, let"s get
Pittsburgh funded. I think that®s

pretty obvious that that®"s the 1i1ssue

here. And everyone sitting in front
of me here today, I don"t think any of
you wants to cut service. I think

that you all are actually doing this
right now because we®"re trying to get
funded and fix this. And I think
that®"s Iimportant to recognize.

So please keep doing
what you®"re doing. Thank you. And
that®"s what I have to say today.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.

Is there anyone else 1in
the room that would like to speak
that®"s not already registered?

We"re going to give our
panel a ten minute break. So you will

-—-—- let"s see, we"ll be back at 4:45.
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That"™s not correct. We will be back

at 4:25. I"m sorry.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS HELD.)

MODERATOR:

Good afternoon. We "re
going to resume the public hearing.
I"d like to call up the fTirst speaker
of Al Campbell.

Just go up to the desk
there. And 1f you~"ll say your name
and spell that for the court reporter,
we"d appreciate it. Yes, go ahead.

MR. CAMPBELL:

Hi, my name®s Alex
Campbell, A-L-E-X, C-A-M-P-B-E-L-L.
I"m a resident of South Park,
Pittsburgh.

So | came here today. |
don*t really know what I"m going to
say, so I just have a couple of my
notes. But I think this is really
important stuff. That"s why I made a

point to come down here and speak
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today about the PRT, particularly

around the proposed transit cuts ---
or route cuts.

Whille I"m actively
advocating for funding solutions to
support PRT, 1 believe there®"s also an
urgent need for immediate operational
improvements. I don"t think funding
alone will resolve a lot of the root
issues that the PRT has been
challenged with since the pandemic and
the rider decreases.

In terms of looking at
some of the operational, you know,
pieces as a rider daily from the
Silver Line Station. You know, I™m
not against all the other public cuts,
to be honest. I get 1t. I*m a
management consultant, so I™m
frequently looking at things like
data, cost of operations and things
like that.

However, 1 see iIssues
that are, 1 think, ignored,

particularly around things like data
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integrity. I don"t believe that the

data that"s being published around
ridership data 1s accurate. I see
daily that there"s fare evasion and
daily theft. There®s multiple payment
solutions that cannot be justifying
cost of the investment 1nto those
multiple payment solutions.

There®"s also been
minimal responses to route cuts. You
know, 1n the past I"ve seen some
changes since the pandemic, but 1
don*"t think there had been enough
adaptation to what was going on.
Basically from the outside
perspective, we watched as basically
negative iImpacts continued to impact
the PRT and there was minimal changes,
or at least not enough changes to
react to that quick enough.

I think that to move
forward, there needs to be more
creative i1deas to come out of this. |
don*"t think 1t"s acceptable to say

we"re not going to get the funding,
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we"re going to cut these routes and
then when the government proposed to
give, you know, a portion of the
funding, the same plan was proposed.
I think that®"s unacceptable.

Some creative i1deas, |1
think that should be explored and 1
don*t know, you know, all the
specifics of how beneficial those
would be, but at least for some things
like Silver Lines or long bus routes,
I think the opportunity for things
like bullet trains or bullet routes
could be proposed and increase
ridership.

I think that we need to
look at the downtown area where 1t”"s
been basically free for all riders.
They“"re subsidized, 1 think in the
past. I"m not, I"m not sure. 1
wasn*t able to confirm i1if that"s still
being subsidized 1In the city areas,
but 1 don®"t think that all riders
should have free access iIn the city.

I know a lot of people disagree with

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

258




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
a A W N B O O 00 N o o0 A W N —» O

255
that, but.

You know, I1°11 just kind
of close here, that"s my time. I
think we really need to look at the
operational efficiency, the technology
being used, the decision making from
the PRT, as well as, you know,
advocating obviously for i1ncreases to
budget solutions. We need to do a
little bit more to give continuous
process improvement in order to get
out of this hole that we found
ourselves in. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

I"d like to call our
next speaker, Janet Evans. Janet
Evans?

MS. EVANS:

Sometimes we don*"t have
a lot of ---. I was wondering 1f we
can get a bus that has more than three
slots to go to Harrisburg and talk to
the Governor. And also we can send a
letter to either Congress or the

president and speak to him how
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important transportation 1s 1in
Pittsburgh. Not only in Philadelphia,
but people do ride Port Authority.

And to me 1t"s iImportant
that bus drivers are trained really
well, especially when people like
myself get down the ramps to make sure
that the ramp is sturdy enough for
people like myself. I do have a
little bit of hard times when 1I™m
driving my chair and 1 had fallen once
and I did not report it because it was
--- 1 thought 1t was my fault. But
when 1 looked and when 1 fTell, the
ramp wasn®"t down flat enough. But 1 m
not worried about that. I think this
was a new driver and I didn"t want him
scolded or anything. But 1I"m fine.

But I"ve talked to one
of you or both of you. I think there
should be more slots in different
areas on the bus for people with power
chairs to get on. Because in my area
in Glen Haven, the 57 and the 93,

there"s a lot of us. I think we"re
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almost 30 people in power chairs on
Roselle Johnson in the high rise now.
And a lot of us between 12:30 and |
would say 2:30 in the day. There®s

like three of us at one time and then

we"re skipped. You know, we have to
walit another hour. Thank you for
listening. Thank you. By the way,

access 1Is good too.

MODERATOR:

Next speaker 1s Jackson
Burgess. Is Jackson here?

Okay. You will have up
to three minutes to give testimony.

MR. BURGESS:

Okay. Let me jJjust clear
--—- 1"m getting a notification or an
Amber alert.

MODERATOR:

I think --- tornado.
MR. BURGESS:

Right. I feel safe in
here.
Hello, my name 1is

Jackson Burgess, J-A-C-K-S-0-N,
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B-U-R-G-E-S-S, and I am a new resident

of Pennsylvania. I jJust moved from
Columbus, Ohio. Born and raised 1n
Cincinnati. Notably two places

missing reliable, efficient and
convenient public transit.

When my wife and |
decided to make the move to Pittsburgh
to be closer to family, I knew that 1
woulld be utilizing the public transit
system in Pittsburgh to get to know
the city and the people better. I was
fortunate enough to be fully employed
in downtown Pittsburgh. And now 1 use
it to commute. I use the Silver Line.

We all know the
challenge is facing the housing
market. My wife and I are trying to
start a family. When 1*"m looking for
a new house that was iIn our price
range, and among the several factors
we considered was proximity to a
reliable public transit network.

I fortunately am iIn a

position where 1f, you know, worst
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case scenario, these funding cuts do
happen, we don"t receive that cash
from the state government, 1 am
fortunate enough to be iIn a position
where 1 would be able to jJust get in a
car and drive downtown to my job. 1t
would be stressful driving down there.
I don*t know if y"all have driven down
there. Since it"s new to me, 1t"s a
lot. The congestion. I wouldn™t be
the only new person driving downtown
to go to work.

People might decide
altogether to not go downtown. Now
you"re missing out on sales tax for
the City of Pittsburgh and all of the
other things. Now you have food
vendors that can®"t pay their rent.

Now they are leaving.

Next thing you know ---
in the short term, this i1Is a transit
problem. In the long term, this is a
city problem. And I think that we
should do everything and put our best

foot forward in receiving that funds
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and connecting us to downtown better.
So thank you.
MODERATOR:

Our next speaker 1is
Bethanie Paul. Bethanie?

MS. PAUL:

Hello. So, like Jack, 1
also use public transit to get to work
downtown . l"ve worked downtown for
about three tears, and I, quite
frankly, love riding the bus to work.
It is my downtime. I*"m a busy mother,
and I like to just sit there and read.
I really don®"t want to have to drive
downtown .

My commute, | get on at

either the Crafton or Ingram stop on

the west busway. So obviously, with
--- you know, I deep dived into the
proposed changes. So on my way 1in,

currently, 1 can ride one of four
buses. I*"m very, very lucky to have
that convenience. I will say three of
them will no longer be an option. And

they“"re extending the ---, the G2,
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which 1s the only one that would
remain.

I don*"t know how ---
like, right now, getting on in the
morning, any one of the four buses 1is
full. There®"s going to be no way
people are going to be able to get on
the G2 to go to work.

So I don"t really care
about the getting home part fronm
there. It*s kind of pointless. 1 1

can"t get to work, I"m not going to

ride the bus home. So --- and then on
the way home --- 1 guess 1°11 go there
anyway . But if I do park at the
Crafton stop, I can get on the G2

currently or the 29, because there®"s a
stop right by the parking lot there.
29 proposed cut, gone.

So again, it"s just
really impactful and 1°d rather not
drive. So please consider. Keep

working towards not eliminating all of

these routes. I*d really appreciate
it.
Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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MODERATOR:

Thank you.
Tracy Cole?

MS. COLE:

Hi, I"m Tracy Cole,
T-R-A-C-Y, C-0-L-E.

I work downtown, and 1
rely on public transportation to get
here. Two of my buses are proposed to
be eliminated, the P7, which i1s really
important because 1t"s an express bus
to get to downtown. And then the P76
would be eliminated as well.

That leaves the 61C. It
takes well over an hour to get

downtown from the Duquesne Park and

Ride. That"s a lot. And then 1f that
route is going to be --- 1 think 1t~s
running --- 1t would be running about
three times an hour. That®"s just not
often enough. That would put jJust a

huge burden on me as far as having to
drive. There®"s rush hour traffic to
deal with. I would like to be able to

sit on the bus and take 1t.
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And I don"t understand

how anybody else would be able to get
downtown from that area too. There®s
other working professionals who need
to get downtown. And you know, just
consider some of us, we --- this 1s

what we would need to get downtown.

I do have a car. Yes, 1
could do that. Parking is not really
affordable downtown at all. So just

something to consider and I"m really
hoping that there®"s a resolution that
can be found for us all. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Tayvon Kevin Smith.

MR. SMITH:

Great day, my name 1S
Tayvon Kevin Smith. I*m here to tell
you that our transit service 1in
Allegheny County, will be
transformative. Our demand comes fTrom
the people and for the people.
Because those of us who use the
transit system are the ones that are

experts with each of our lived
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experiences with transit systems that
we*"ve had over a lifetime.

I"m a lifelong transit
rider and many people in my family and
in my community are transit riders as
well. I know the struggle and the
consequences of settling for poor
services and the impact of decades of
transit service cuts on me and my
family. I also know how our visionary
service plan, a plan that has transit
services that meets the needs of our

region, could change everything.

First and foremost, I ™m
a parent. IT transit came more
frequently, 1 would be able to secure

a better job to Increase the
possibility of owning a home and
providing for my Kkids. I spend so
much time waiting for transit and
waiting for buses that don®"t show up,
which makes infrequently scheduled
buses that much worse.

IT transit were more

available, that time 1 spent every day
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just traveling to get my kids, my 90
year old grandmother and to my job
that I recently got furloughed from
and to run my basic errands would be
time that 1 would be spending with my
children, my grandmother, family and a
new job.

Bad transit services
robs me of my family life and a fair
and sustainable career that would help
me protect and provide for my kids and
family.

I am a caretaker of my
90 year old grandmother along with so
many of my aunts and uncles who are
also transit riders. IfT transit
services ran more often and to more
places, we would have the ability to
be at both of my grandmother®s sides
to help they"l1l meet more of their
basic needs.

It would astronomically
change the landscape of our elder care
here in Allegheny County because not

only could my grandmothers get out and
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go places when they was feeling well,
but nurses and caretakers like my
aunts, myself, uncles and mother could
go early and stay later and still have
public transportation home.

Recently my grandmother
needed to update her ID at the DMV and
go to the downtown service station to
renew her Senior Connect Card. These
two small errands have become an all
day affair that no car driver would
ever have experienced because we do
not have the quality service that we
need and deserve.

A healthy transit
service gives us back our dignity and
our time with those that we love the
most. Quality transit can provide
safety. It can provide freedom.
Having transit services that run late
allows me to trust that my kids can
get home safe after school and i1if they
go to events. I can meet them at the
bus stop close to home. I have

friends with disabilities and quality
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transit service allows them to
experience more of Pittsburgh and be
more idIndependent.

We®"ve seen and said that
the decision to cut transit service
about 40 percent over the last 20
years has trapped people 1n their
homes and restricted where transit
riders are able to afford to live and
still get around.

So I"m saying to you,
funding PRT will open up worlds, whole
parts of the county where people like
me, like my grandmother, like my Kkids,
like my friends in the service sector,
like my friends with disabilities, can
afford to live, to work and to play
and not sacrifice our time, our
safety, our relationships and our
dignity.

It"s a decision that our
elected leaders have 1n front of them.
A vision to enact the will of we the
people. Transit should always be 1in

motion and 1t"s time to see progress,
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not decline of our transit services.
The very heartbeat of our city lies 1in
the understanding, implementing of a
fair and accessible transit systenm
that works for all of us.

It"s a decision, a
vision of the people and our transit
services that will place the future of
transit at the very Ffingertips of
those we serve. Our aim as transit
advocates, activists, operators and
organizers will always be at the very
doorsteps of we the people. All of us
will be impacted the most by our
transit system and/or the lack
thereof.

So today and for every
day thereafter, let"s jump aboard of
our visionary transit buses and trains
united so that we can show and instill
in our communities across the
Commonwealth and the world the
confidence that we are truly a people
united, a movement that will be driven

into the future. Let" s show the world
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that we really are the most livable
city of all. A vision for transit 1s
always in motion and transformative
when we work together.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.

Constance Berger
(phonetic).

MS. BERGER:

Okay. My name 1is
Constance Berger. l"ve been an access
rider for 46 years. I asked Karen

Hess how long the service had been
going.

I wrote this --- this
testimony is set up having to do with
how long 1°"ve lived in nursing homes
which 1s about 31 years. 111 start
--—-— 1711 read the testimony.

Hello, my name 1is
Constance Berger. I live 1n
Southwestern Nursing and Rehab Center.
Access has been my mode of
transportation since | have been 1in

this facility for over 11 years ---
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and a half years and have been 1in
nursing home facilities for about
around 31 years.

The budget cuts are
going to be devastating to me. I
received a letter on March 22nd, 2025
that says the proposed service cuts
are going to impact me when 1 go to
Blessed Trinity Church, Steel®"s Grill
and my sister in law®"™s house.

This is --- this means 1
will not be able to leave my nursing
home, go to church, visit family, go
out shopping or eat at restaurants and
just be 1ndependent over all. I will
be stranded in the nursing home and
not be able to get out. Me being able
to go --- wait a minute. To go out
and go places are very i1Important in my
lifestyle.

I am physically
disabled. I m a physically disabled
person with cerebral palsy and can
only go around in my electric

wheelchair.
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If 1t --- 1t will be

hard for me to pay for trips i1f the
fare iIncrease is to go Iinto effect. |
have no other transportation to me
besides access and 1 have no family
members that will be able to assist me
as they do not have wheelchair
accessible vehicles. My overall
mental --- wait a minute. And
physical health would be jeopardized
iT this transit were to be stopped.

Please take into
consideration my concerns as well as
others as this i1s our way of living
independently. Thank you, Connie
Berger.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
Dawn Bartlett?

MS. BARTLETT:

Hi there. My name 1is
Dawn Bartlett and 1 jJjust moved to
Pittsburgh about two and a half months
ago.

When 1 went to college,
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I went to Arizona State University and
got my degree in urban planning.
Before 1 picked Pittsburgh, I ranked
every major city in America on a very
intense rubric and Pittsburgh far and
away came off the best city that 1
could possibly go to. I*m looking at
climate change, I"m looking at
community preparedness, culture,
everything here. This place 1s
amazing.

The only drawback I had
on that form for Pittsburgh was
lacking a robust public transit
network. But I mean, at least 1t"s
got something.

I sold my car when 1
moved here, planned to get around by
bicycle, and found out Rialto Hill 1is
a little terrifying. I"m not scared
of riding up a hill. I*"m scared of
cars on a narrow road while riding up
a hill.

And so I*"ve come to rely

on the bus network here, and I find 1t
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more or less usable. The routes are
not close quite frequent enough, so
I"m pretty consistently late. But 1
get by.

Now I"m a little worried
at the concept of privatization of all
public goods and public transit
switching over to private transit,
where the city buys roads for drivers,
isn"t jJust unhealthy. It"s expensive.
And 1t"s more expensive than public
transit is Iin the short term. And 1
don*t think anybody here actually
wants to see less public transit. |
think this i1s an outside influence
working its way in. And I find that
power dynamic really frustrating
because 1 think all the people iIn the
city would like to continue to have
public transit.

And 1"m curious --- 1
heard a little about how the funding
works. I*"m curious if there 1s any
way of pursuing transitioning to a

more localized system because 1t"s
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just better for not just people®s

mental health, physical health, air
quality, the amount we pay for roads,
road maintenance, there iIs no
situation where buses and trains are
not cheaper and better for the city
and 1ts residents. So I think most
people would agree with that. So
thank you very much.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.

Christopher Beam.

MR. BEAM:
Hello. My name 1is
Christopher Beam. I"m a resident of

Bloomfield.

Il ride transit semi

frequently. I use 1t mainly to get to
Southside and back. My wife works 1in
Southside. She takes the bus
frequently as well. But 1 go there to
climb at Ascend. I go there to meet

up with some friends to shop at REI.
And 54 goes direct from Bloomfield to

Southside. It*"s perfect. It runs

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

278




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
a A W N B O O 00 N o0 o0 A W N —» O

275

super late at night. When college 1is
in session. There are a ton of kids
on --- Kkids. There are a ton of

college students on the bus coming
home at night, and we don®"t want those
people on the road.

Transit 1s super
important. It keeps people who should
not be driving off the road. It keeps
people who are inebriated off road.
And for people who have lost driving
privileges, i1t provides a way for them
to continue to contribute at their
jJob. Socially i1t keeps them engaged
in society.

The proposed cuts, 1
know no one up here wants them to
happen, but they would be absolutely
devastating to Pittsburgh region. We
woulld accelerate a decline as a region
without the transit system that we
have and just super important we keep
it.

I echo the previous

commentary about trying to look for
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opportunities for us to avoid needing
to constantly beg a reluctant state to
fund our own transit. I know that
we"re currently only, 1 think, legally
permitted to fund our transit system
with lIike a drink tax, but 1t would be
great if we could fund 1t with
property taxes, with maybe a small
sales tax, with Rideshare or delivery
app taxes. I think providing a
diverse suite of local funding options
would really help us avoid future
conversations so that as our region
grows, we are better able to provide
steady streams of funding to our
transit, which without 1t, we"re not
going to grow at all.

So thank you so much.
Really hoping that the state is able
to step up. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
We don"t have anyone 1in
the next couple of time slots, so if

there®"s anyone in the room who 1Is not
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registered to speak, who would like to
speak or 1f you“"re registered and you
would maybe like to take an earlier
time slot, you can do that as well.

MR. SCOTT:

Good evening. My name
is Bill Scott, B-I-L-L, S-C-0-T-T, and
I*"m operator and part of the executive
board with our own local union here 1in
Pittsburgh.

Number one, 1 just want
to thank everyone for setting up this
forum here and I also want to let you
all know, thank you for coming
because, I mean, when you see a bus
operator, I mean, we are ----. And
one of the beautiful things about this
event taking place right now, most of
the folks, probably everyone,
including myself, we got here because
of the bus. So that alone should let
everybody know how important
transportation truly is, you know,
here 1n the Commonwealth.

And me, I"m always --- 1
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mean, l1*ve been serving Pittsburgh for
close to 30 years. Five here with
Port Authority and 25 in, you know,
other venues 1In terms of education and
sales. But 1*ve always, you know, had
a hand 1in work in the community and
l*"ve always, you know, utilized public
transportation as well.

So I was a college
student, you know, caught the bus,
relied on the bus, you know, to play
sports. You know, 1 was without a
vehicle, you know, for a long time.

So I understand the struggle, you
know, that you all are going through.

Testing?

MS. KELLEMAN:

Just start yelling at

us.

MR. SCOTT:

Oh, okay. Okay .

I"m going to go without
the microphone, but I like to be
solution based. So I understand --- 1

mean, naturally there®"s a potential,
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you know, for layoffs to take place,
unnecessary ---.

MS. KELLEMAN:

We Just aren”"t getting
it recorded, but ---.

MR. SCOTT:

Il got you. It*s
necessary and funding doesn®"t take
place. But 1*d like to kind of look
at it another way where we can
actually reward those who have paved
the way, you know, for Port Authority,
meaning our senior operators, you
know, give them, you know, some type
of incentive, you know, that would ---
because when you®re doing layoffs,
health care and payroll, usually the
biggest expenditures that you~re
looking to shave off.

And to me, laying off
brand new operators who are at the
lower end of the scale, to me, iIs not
really effective more so than giving
someone an incentive, you know, who

have helped, you know, provide this
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platform and give them an opportunity

to, you know, let, you know, the
system operate effectively without
having to lose anyone in the grand

scheme of things. And naturally,

without you guys, there®"s no operators

and without us collectively, 1 mean,

there®"s no Port Authority. So thank

you Ffor your time.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.

Everybody, so we don*"t

have a PA system and this really big

iIs coming In so we don®"t want you
going anywhere, but we"re going to
take a break while everything 1is
crazy. Is that okay? IT the power
goes out we"ll tell ghost stories wi
our phones as like our, you know,
flashlights. But please stay here
because it sounds like it"s getting
real nasty outside.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS HELD.)

th
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MS. KELLEMAN:

Michael McCoy?
MR. MCCOY:

Can you guys hear me?

MS. KELLEMAN:

Oh, we®"ve got power,

yes, thank you.

MR. MCCOY:

Hooray for power.

So I have been living 1in

Pittsburgh for about six years. Came
out here originally for school. Went
to Pitt between 2019 and 2023. Stayed

out here for work, because | just ---

love the city so much. Love the

community that 1 built here --- or the

community that 1°"ve been able to,

like, you know, come 1nto here. And,
yeah, 1 just love everything about
Pittsburgh. And the bus system 1is,

like 1t"s very essential for me day to

day .

As a student, because of

COVID I wasn"t able to use 1t as much

as | wanted to, but I depend on it

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

285




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
a A W N B O O 00 N o0 o0 A W N —» O

282

nowadays to go to work every single
day . And, you know, i1f I want to go,
say, to South Side, 1 live 1In East
Liberty right now, 1 was able to take
75 down and, you know, go to the South
Side for a bit. And that"s something
that I was very grateful that | was
able to do.

And, you know, 1 fTeel
like one thing that, you know, PRT has
going in i1ts favor right now is the
fact that 1 don"t feel the need to
check to see what times the buses are
going. Generally, at least like
during the day, obviously, night time
is a different story. But obviously,
with all these budget cuts, 1t"s
unfortunate that, like, okay, like,
that might have to become a reality,
not just for me, but for many people
who, you know, are used to having
buses go, you know, pretty much around
the clock.

And yeah, 1 understand,

obviously, money is a big issue, and 1
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feel like this 1s iIimportant enough
where, you know, we need funding. And
I think that®"s all I got.

MS. KELLEMANE:

Thank you. Thanks for
braving the weather and getting
soaked.

MR. MCCOY:

Oh, yeah, absolutely.
MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank You.

We do not have any more
other registered speakers at this
time. So if there®s anyone in the
room who did not have an opportunity
to speak and would like to do so, you
can come to the front of our room and
jJust give UuUS your name.

MR. STOCKMAN:

Hello everyone. It"s
good to see some TfTamiliar faces. I am

a PRT staff member, ---
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MS. KELLEMAN:

You"re here 1In a
civilian capacity.

MR. STOCKMAN:

--- but before 1 was a
PRT staff member, 1 was a long time
PRT rider. And I"m here today in my
most Important capacity, which is that

of a citizen.

Port Authority --- old
habits die hard. PRT, as many
testified is a lifeline. But 1 would

argue that more than just the service
that 1t provides. It 1s also
something that i1s increasingly area 1in
this country and that is social
infrastructure. We are, at a time
when Americans are feeling scared and
alone, seeing the increasing retreat
of these services and these assets
that we have iIn common 1S just
exacerbating that.

So it"s not jJust for me
a way to get to work or a way for

someone to get to their dialysis
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appointment. It s a way for me to
feel like 1"m a part of a community
and a part of the community that has
been good to me over my life. And an
agency that during a time when 1 was
too young for a driver®s license, |
didn"t have access to a car. I had a

mother with breast cancer who had

three other kids to deal with. That"s
how 1 got around as a kid. And that
gave me freedom. It provided a
benefit for my entire family. And

111 always be grateful that that
service was available. And 1 shudder
to think about a future where there
are going to be people who won"t have
access to what 1 did.

So Pittsburgh is a

transit city. There aren®t that many
of those left in this country. Once
it leaves, i1t rarely comes back. And

when 1t does, 1t usually doesn®"t do so
to the same extent that 1t used to.
So I think 1t"s

important that we fight for what we
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have here. I think 1t"s important
that we think not only about the
people that we"re serving today, but
the people who we could be serving 1in
the future and about the strategic
advantage that Pittsburgh has being a
legacy transit city at a time where
people want that. They want to be
able to live in a place where they
don"t need a car. They want to live
in a place where they feel connected
to their neighbors. They want to live
in a place where people are making
investments in the future. And
Pittsburgh has the potential to be all
of those. But it requires funding, it
requires support. And fortunately, we
have a great team here that®"s working
to make that happen.

So appreciate all of you
and we"re all in this together.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Before you sit down ---
come back.

MODERATOR:
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I"m sorry, we need your

name for the public record for the
court reporter.

MR. STOCKMAN:

Of course.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Birthday, blood type.
MR. STOCKMAN:

Of course.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
MR. STOCKMAN:

My government. John

Cameron Stockman, S-T-0-C-K-M-A-N.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS HELD.)

MODERATOR:

You"re Anne Kramer?

MS. KRAMER:

I am.

MODERATOR:

Okay.

Can you just say and

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908

291




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o0 o0 A W N —» O

288

spell your name for the court
reporter?

MS. KRAMER:

Of course, of course.
My name is Anne Kramer. It"s A-N-N-E,

K-R-A-M-E-R, and 1"m a resident of

Pittsburgh. I live downtown.
And I want to say thank
you all for being here. It really

means a lot to me that you"re here to
listen to all of us who show up. And
it s --- 1 think 1t"s really iImportant
that we do show up and not only
represent ourselves, but everybody we
know who can*t, for many reasons who
just aren®"t able to show up here. So
I think 1t"s really important that we
acknowledge that. So thank you.

The PRT 1s really
important to me. I take 1t every day.
I take 1t to work and from work and
while I --- we could choose to drive.
The PRT @1s a more neighbor friendly,
and this i1s a neighborhood and

neighbor focused city and 1*d like us
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to continue being that. It"s a way
that people can be together even if
they don"t need to interact with each
other.

And 1t"s also a way that
we can be a greener city. And that®s
something that we have for a very long
time, very focused on. It"s a way
that we have been able to choose to
let our children go to work --- or go
to school and go to places that they*"d
like to be able to get to without
needing to be In a car. Or have ---
they“"re able to have a little bit of
autonomy and grow up a little bit as
their parents can let them, you know,
have a little bit. And then our
seniors are so dependent on the PRT
because it gives them some options
when they would like to also retain
the autonomy that they®ve had their
entire lives.

And so 1t seems like,
yeah, 1t"s just, you know, we"re just

--- you know, for all of who are just
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working, we"re just working and we®"re
just taking the PRT, but there-®s
actually this disconnect of tissue
throughout our city. And so 1t"s very
important that we"re able to keep it.
Thank you very much.

MS. KELLEMAN:

Thank you.
MODERATOR:

Joe Galluzzo?

MR. GALLUZZO:

My name is Joe Galluzzo.
That"s J-0-E, G-A-L-L-U-Z-Z-0. I live

downtown and I use the PRT quite

frequently. I live and work downtown
and I often use 1t for going to social
events.

A lot of people 1 know
use 1t for commuting, but 1 really

depend on the PRT to go to lecture
series, to go --- we"re members of
-——. We love to go from downtown to
Oakland. That"s a very popular
corridor. And 1"ve noticed that when

the buses aren®"t coming as frequently
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or there®"s a breakdown, 1t makes 1t
harder getting out there. And while 1
could take a car, it"s annoying, i1it"s
frustrating, 1 don"t really like 1t.
I*"d much rather take the bus and, you
know, meet with the people that are on
the bus. We"ve actually had quite a
few lively conversations on the way
there and back with multiple people.
And 1t"s jJust something that 1 feel 1is
important.

And when the service
cuts come in any way, shape or form,
it"s really difficult to want to take
the bus. IT the bus comes around less
frequently, 1t"s less convenient. And
it means that you"re more likely to
get on the road i1In your car and cause
more congestion, more wear and tear on
your car, more wear and tear on the
streets, quite frankly. I don®"t know
about you guys, but some of the
potholes around here have --- you
know, seem like they could swallow a

fairly large size tire.
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And so, you know, to me
it Just seems like a better way of
getting around the city. And 1t-"s
something that I depend on and like.
And so I do not want to see any

service cuts come to the PRT because

it"s something I really enjoy. In
fact, 1°d rather see our service being
increased. Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS HELD.)

MS. KELLEMAN:

Okay, so for everyone
who stayed here including Karen, PRT"s
records indicate that we have no
remaining speakers registered to
provide comment at this public hearing
who have not already provided their
comments or were given the opportunity
to provide their comments. We are now
at 6:58 and since i1t"s three minutes
for speaking, we are at the end time
for this hearing.

So we will now conclude
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the public hearing and on behalf of

PRT"s Board and staff, thank you
everyone who took the time to
participate, people who stayed here
forever, weather notwithstanding. We
thank everyone who took the time to
participate today and provide PRT with
comments regarding the proposed
funding crisis related fiscal =26 fare
increases and service reductions.

Our next public hearing
starts at 9:00 a.m. on May 6th at
Soldiers and Sailors i1n Oakland. A
third public hearing is scheduled for
9:00 a-m. on June 12th back here at
the convention center. And I"m going

to hit this and then we"re all free to

go.
*x * * * X X %X %
HEARING CONCLUDED AT 6:58 P.M.
*x * * * X X * %
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify, as the stenographic
reporter, that the foregoing proceedings were
taken stenographically by me, and thereafter
reduced to typewriting by me or under my
direction; and that this transcript iIs a true
and accurate record to the best of my ability.
Dated the 13th day of May, 2025
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MR. MACNEIL:

My name is James MacNeil.
I"m the Deputy Chief Transportation
Officer for Pittsburgh Regional
Transit.

I is conducting this
public hearing as part of a public
comment period that began 8:00 a.m.,
Monday, March 31st, 2025, and will
conclude on Wednesday, June 18th, 2025
at 5:00 p.m. to receive public Input o
I*s proposed funding crisis, related
fare increases, and service reductions

INTERPRETER:

Do you want --- do you
want us to do the Spanish? For every
pause you make?

MR. MACNEIL:

Yes, you can.

INTERPRETER:

Okay.
MR. MACNEIL:

Before we begin to

n
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receive public comment, our hearing
moderator, Eddie Phillips, will go over
some housekeeping information.

MR. PHILLIPS:

Thank you. This hearing
iIs being recorded and transcribed by a
Court Reporter. IT you do not want to
be recorded, please exit the hearing at
this time. Please note that we have
American Sign Language and Spanish
language Iinterpreters to provide
translation services during the
hearing.

For participants who
registered to provide public comment at
today"s hearing, you will be called
upon to speak at your designated time,
though you may be called by as much as
15 minutes early to speak if there are
no other speakers scheduled to speak.
For participants who did not pre-
register, you have been placed into an
open time slot to speak, and will be
called upon to speak at your designated

time, though you may also be called by
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as much as 15 minutes early to speak 1fF
there are no other speakers scheduled
to speak.

Each speaker will have
three minutes to provide their public
comment. When called upon, please
clearly state your name and spell it,
and then speak clearly. The hearing
timekeeper will alert you when you have
one minute remaining. IT your three
minutes 1Is up and you want to provide
further comment, you may do so via
telephone, regular mail, or online
until 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time
on Wednesday, June 18th, 2025.
Additional details on these other
methods to submit public comment to |1
regarding the proposed funding crisis
related fiscal year 2026 fare iIncreases
and service reductions i1s available on
l"s website at www.rideprt.org/funding-
Crisis.

Speakers cannot donate or
delegate their allotted time to another

individual iInterested iIn speaking, but
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speakers may read in written comments
they have brought with them on behalf
of another individual during their
scheduled comment time.

The purpose of this
public hearing is for 1 to receive
public comment only. Participating |
Board members and/or staff members will
not respond to public comment provided
during this hearing, but all comments
will be recorded and analyzed as part
of the public comment collection
process. Additionally, there i1s an
information table set up outside the
hearing room where 1 staff can answer
questions.

Both I Board members and
senior management will be listening to
public comments during this public
hearing. At this time, I would ask 1
Board members who are in attendance to
identify themselves. I would now ask 1
senior management who are iIn attendance
to identify themselves.

Say 1t again, yeah.
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MR. MACNEIL:

James MacNeil, Deputy
Chief Transportation Officer.

INTERPRETER:

And tell me your title

again?

MR. MACNEIL:

James MacNeil, Deputy
Chief Transportation Officer.

MR. PHILLIPS:

This public hearing was
scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
and 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with a two
hour break from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

I intends to conduct the
public hearing for the entire

advertised time periods to ensure

members of the public who did not pre-

register, but appear today and sign up

to speak have an opportunity to do so.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you, Eddie.
Absent additional state
funding, 1 1s facing an operating

budget deficit of approximately $100
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million for 1ts fiscal year 2026. I 1s
required by law to pass a balanced
budget, and with so many fixed costs,
we are proposing 35 percent reduction
in bus, light rail, and incline
services. IT approved by I1"s Board,
these changes would begin with I°*"s
February 2026 service adjustments along
with a $0.25 cent fare increase.

Additionally, due to the
severity of the budget deficit,
corresponding reductions to service
levels and increases 1In fares are also
being proposed for 1 sponsored
paratransit program, ACCESS. This
program provides demand response
transportation services TfTor eligible
individuals with disabilities and
senior citizens 1n Allegheny County.

A summary of the proposed
funding crisis related to fiscal year
2026 fare increases and service
reductions i1s provided below, and
additional information i1s available on

Il"s website at

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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www.rideprt.org/fundingcrisis.
We will now begin
receiving public comment.

MR. PHILLIPS:

Alexandra Frank. Come on

up -
MS. FRANK:

My name is Alexandra

Frank, A-L-E-X-A-N-D-R-A.

I*"m currently a college

student, and 1 use public

transportation to get to and attend my

classes. This would not only extend

the amount of time 1t takes me to get

to and from, but it would also mean
that it would also be more difficult
for certain time slots that | have
classes at. That it would iIncrease
that amount of time, and it would be
difficult. And I"m also pursuing a
disability, so in a few years when |1

move out, 1 will have to be using

public transportation to get everywhere

I need to go. And 1f a bus 1is

eliminated and I need to go somewhere,
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12
it might make 1t more difficult.
MR. PHILLIPS:

Thank you for your
comment.

MR. MACNEIL:

I want to say, i1f your
public comment period is done, 1f you

want to attend, there®s more public

comment in the regular room. You~ re
welcome to listen iInto that. Thank
you.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MS. KAIL:

Okay.

Any who, what goes on

here?

MR. MACNEIL:

So you have public
comment period. I mean, we can brief
what was read at the beginning, I™m
sure. Three minutes to speak. We will
not respond to anything. There is a
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13
table out front for any type of

questions and answers, but you have
three minutes to speak. It 1s all
recorded and documented.

MS. KAIL:

Okay, that"s fine.
MR. MACNEIL:

You get a one minute

warning when your time®"s almost up.

MS. KAIL:

Okay.

When you®"re --- all
right. Anyway, 1 live in the south
Hills of Mount Lebanon, and --- and

hearing about the 41 and the 38 and,

well the 36 doesn"t affect me. But 1
got no family. I got no friends. |
work in Bridgeville. I can®t depend on

anything but public transport but the
41 or the 38 to get to work.

And that would ruin ---

that will ruin me. Ruin my life, too.
I would be unable to get to work. And
ifT --- 1f the Port Authority eliminates
the 41 and the 38, then --- and 1f
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there®"s that 31 that goes around 1in

Bridgeville, that would be a way longer

route to get to work. That would be.
That would be just no good. There®"s a
lot --- there"s a lot of people who

work at the hospital, Asbury Heights.
I mean, I"m not sure how many people.
Asbury Heights, the hospital, Cane
Center, Providence Point. What are

they all going to do?

There"s --- 1 have no
other way to get to work. I depend on
these buses to get to work. And I™m
not going to go look for a new job. |
love my job. I --- 1 work at the
sports store in Bridgeville. I love my
jJob. I*"m good at my job. Il can®*t go
on --- 1 can"t go on unemployment. My
unemployment®™s messed up. This 1s my
---— 1 love my job. It s my livelihood,
and 1t would. It would completely ruin
my life.

We need these buses 1in
the South Hills. We need them.
Desperately need them. I"m pretty
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shaken up about 1t. I really am. It"s
hitting me hard. It hurts. What would

I do without these buses? I got

nobody. So please don®"t cut them.
And I hope my voice gets
heard. I hope you all consider what |1

have, what 1 said today, this morning.
Please don"t cut them. Thanks.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you. There i1s the

main room, the main ballroom area where

you see where the desks were. This 1s
an overflow and --- and for scheduling,
for speaking. So it all gets

documented and recorded, but you~re
welcome to attend the main room and
listen to other public comment.

MS. KAIL:

Okay.
MR. MACNEIL:

And there"s some desks
outside of the main room. IT you come
out of here and make a left, 1 don"t
know 1f you saw them where you signed

up, I"m sure, but they*"ll do some
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questions and answers
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ifT you have any.

MS. KAIL:
Okay.
MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.

(WHEREUPON,
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MS.

THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING

WELCH:

Come on

We may have to stand.

you"re a speaker,

over there.

in, have a seat.
Thank you. [

please stand in line

IT you"re a supporter,

please have a seat or stand off to the

side. Thank you. And there are some
ground rules that we need to --- that
we need to listen to. Go ahead.

MR. PHILLIPS:

All right.

Good morning, everybody.
My name is Eddie Phillips. I*m the
moderator of today®s event iIn this

auxiliary room.

a quick couple of housekeeping

just want to go over

ltems
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with the group. This hearing is bein
recorded and transcribed by a Court
Reporter. IT you do not want to be
recorded, you can exit the hearing ro
at this time.

Each speaker will have
three minutes to provide their public
comment. When called upon, please
clearly state your name and spell it,

and then speak clearly. The hearing

17
g

om

timekeeper will alert you when you have

one minute remaining. IT you have
three minutes is up and you want to
provide further comment, you may do s
via telephone, mail or online until
5:00 p.-m. Eastern Time on Wednesday,
June 18th, 2025. IfT anybody needs it
our website 1s www.rideprt.org and
/funding-crisis will lead you directl
to where you want to go.

IT you are finished

before the three minutes 1s up, you m
step off. We*ll assume, and then the
next person can come up. Okay?

MS. WELCH:

0]

y

ay
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Okay.

Thank you. Good morning.
My name is Angela Welch, A-N-G-E-L-A W-
E-L-C-H, and 1 am the Chief Academic
Officer and the assistant principal for
the students that sit behind me. I
come from City Charter High School, and
just to give you some background, our
school is located downtown on StanwiXx
Street. We have jJjust under 600
students and 100 employees that work at
City Charter High School, and we rely
solely on public transportation to get
to school and to get to work throughout
the year.

We are a year round
school. We function from mid-August
all the way through the end of July,
and staff work into the early August
months. Our school would not be able
to stay open if our students did not
have access to the public
transportation to take to school, and
therefore would have to find

alternative routes or not come to City
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Charter High School as their high

school, leaving them to go to their
home school which could be considered a
nonacademic, non-safe environment.

So, I'"m asking to please
consider not making these cuts because
it would greatly affect the students of
our region. They would not be able to
get to school, activities, jJobs, and so
on, and their families would also not
have access to our school community.

From here, 1"m going to
turn 1t over to our students who have

some more comments and recommendations

moving forward. Thank you for your
time.

MR. AQRA:

Good morning. My name 1is

Zane Aqra, Z-A-N-E A-Q-R-A.

Busing and transit is
extremely vital to our area, our
region. Our communities, sorry, I1°m
free balling a little bit. Our
communities are extremely reliant on

it, both economically and culturally.
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As youth coming downtown every single
day, 1t would be so much more
difficult. Cutting this fund --- not
being able to receive this funding
would then backset our community by who
knows how many years. We*"ve already
seen such a --- such a decline since
COVID, 75 percent decline since COVID
in ridership. And from this --- these

cuts would just massively reduce that

even more. Affecting our economy, our
culture, events. We have the draft
coming up next year. How do we think

that the City will expand based on
this? How do you think our communities
will expand? How do you think our
culture will expand?

The Golden Triangle has
seen better years. It has improved in
the last couple years, but these cuts
would stall that improvement. Cutting
funding and bus routes iIn Pittsburgh
could be detrimental to our
communities. Considering myself, my

family, and my friends, we all rely on
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Pittsburgh Transit in some way, whether

it be to commute to school or even to

run groceries or other necessities.
Earth would also heavily

suffer from the iIncreased greenhouse

gases. Our commuting times would,
like, would go up tenfold. Traffic on
376 and 279 would greatly increase. |

don"t want to drive my car down here.
Parking would go up phenomenally.

Without this, people
would have to use cars more often or
simply have to accept the fact that
they would no longer be able to come
downtown. Thank you.

MS. TAYLOR:

Hello, my name is Cameron
Taylor, C-A-M-E-R-0-N T-A-Y-L-0-R.

I would like to draw
attention to one of the many possible
consequences of cutting buses, which 1is
drunk driving. During 2023 1in
Pittsburgh, 28.4 percent of all traffic
fatalities 1ncluded one or more parties

driving drunk, compared to the state
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average of 25.4 percent. This number
will only continue to Increase once
funding and services are cut.

Ubers are too expensive
and are not optimal, and many people,
especially university students, do not
have cars. I"d like to leave you with
this question. Would you rather see
countless young people become lost,
disoriented, injured, and possibly pass
away from being forced to walk or drive
home, or would you rather keep the
routes as they are and keep public
transit all accessible to get home
safely? Thank you.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MR. ELLSWORTH:

Hi . My name®s Alex
Ellsworth. That"s A-L-E-X E-L-L-S-W-0-
R-T-H.

Thousands of people
across the City, including myself, will
be heavily impacted by the proposed

changes to 1. I personally rely on
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public transit on a daily basis. I use
it to get to school every day and 1
also use 1t to get to work. And with
the proposed changes, it would take me
nearly double the amount of time to get
there and cost double the price. For
others, they may not be able to get to
work at all.

There are only two bus
lines In the entire city that will
remain unaffected by this change.

Every other line is either being
reduced or eliminated. Something must
be done. Thank you.

MR. FOWLER:

Good morning. My name 1is
Robert Fowler, R-0-B-E-R-T F-0-W-L-E-R.

I understand that in the
year 2026 that over 40 buses will be
cut. While --- while that may be
somewhat good, but at the same time it
will cause way more problems than with
this --- planet than there already is.
There will be more cars with that,

there will probably be more people that
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has jobs that usually rely on Port

authority and buses to get to work.
But without their buses, they~"ll be
either getting late or they"l1ll not ---
not be able to show up at all. And
with that, they will either be getting
fired or worse.

I understand that, but
also there 1s many people in the world,
many young people like myself, that

doesn®"t get behind the wheel of a car

because 1 don"t trust myself behind the
wheel just yet. I wanted to wait until
I*"m older, so I rely on transportation

and the buses to get me to the place
where 1 need to be.

I work at many --- many
of the daycares I work to, I have to
use the buses to get to the places.
Three of those buses are going to be,
in around 2026, will probably be shut
down or eliminated, and that would mess
up my work routine and 111 have to try
to figure out and try to do more things

as well.
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Also, each paycheck I™m
getting in from the daycares, they"llI
probably be worsening up because 111
probably be using money on Ubers. Each
paycheck will possibly be, 1t"s jJust
going to be a chunk. The Ubers are
just going to be chunks of my paycheck.
And i1t will be --- and i1if you~re
basically using my paychecks for just
Ubers and for other things I have to
pay Tfor. And with that, 1t"s going to
become a more problem for me because |1
might be able to get fired.

I thank you for having me
today.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MR. MORRIS:

Hello, my name 1is
Alexander Morris, A-L-E-X-A-N-D-E-R.
Morris, M-0-R-R-1-S, and I"m a student
at City Charter High School.

And like many others 1in
Pittsburgh, 1 run public transportation

every single day to get to school, go
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to work, or engage i1n other outside o
school activities. And from what |1
understand, these proposed cuts to ou

transit system are largely due to a

26
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r

projected $100 million deficit, but as

I continued my research, 1 found
something kind of confusing and
concerning as well.

At the same time | 1is
facing this crisis, parking rates
downtown have gone up. Meter prices
have also Increased across the City,
and now bus fare is expected to rise
$3, making ours one of the most
expensive bus fares iIn the county ---

in the country and county.

to

All this means one thing

to me, which is that people are being
pushed out of public transit and more
so into their cars where they*"ll have
no trouble choice but to pay more.
More for gas, more for parking, more
just to live their lives i1n general.
And while that may bring short term

revenue, | have to ask, at what cost?
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And how long will this go on before we
see things return to normal, 1f they
ever do?

Because the fTact i1s that
this situation isn"t merely about
budgets. It"s also about people.
Students, like myself, teachers that we

have here, elderly riders, workers, et

cetera. Lower incomes --- lower income
residents as well. People who don-"t
have another option. People who feel

like, you know, they®"re being left

behind by decisions they have no vote

in.

I*"m not here just to
raise concerns though. No, 1 am
looking for alternatives. Can we look

at perhaps contributions from large
nonprofits or fair taxation on things
such as vacant land or luxury
developments? Can we also consider how
to make the burden more equitable
instead of putting it on those with the
least, as we see with all of our bus

riders here?
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Seeing as Mayor Gainey
often mentions investing into the
future, be that through plans or the
younger generation, it would be
contradictory to leave those people

behind. So I ask you to not only

28

consider the bottom line, but the lives

behind the numbers. Thank you.

CHASE:

Morning. My name”®s
Chase. I"m a senior at City High
Charter School. I take the P76 to
school every day. I graduate 1n June,

but these transit cuts will hurt me.
Hurt me and many other students and

workers and local businesses. They

could also limit access to schools like

mine. And with Pittsburgh hosting the

NFL draft next year, now is the worst

time to cut transit. Thank you for
your time.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MS. FOSSUM:

My name Is Jude Fossum,
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J-1-D-E F-0-S-S-1-M. And 1t would
affect me and people in my Ffamily
because we do take the P7 from --- from
work and school. And people iIn my
community might not be able to afford
other routes or be able to walk to
other bus stops. And considering that
route goes all through Wilkinsburg and
through a bunch of communities that
don"t have alternative routes that are
very readily available, it would take a
lot more resources for them to be able
to go in for farming (phonetic),
especially by 1. Thank you.

MS. WORSHAM:

Hello, my name iIs Tyeric
Worsham, T-Y-E-R-I1-C W-0-R-S-H-A-M.

l"ve heard that our
public transit system will be cut 1in
half by next year, and 1 have one
question about that. What are we going
to do now? Those without vehicles and
that --- and those who rely on buses
will have a much more difficult time on

getting to places where they need to
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be, which could --- which could make
them lose their jJobs. And, 1"m sorry,
people might not be able --- those who
are --- those who go to school might
not be able to even go to school or go
to field trips and things like that.
And that®"s all 1 have.
MR. TURNER:

All right.

My name®s Tristan Turner,
T-R-1-S-T-A-N T-1-R-N-E-R.

And I was just thinking
about people who are mentally or
physically disabled who literally can™t
drive a car. You can"t pay for an
Uber, you can®"t do things yourself. A
lot of people heavily rely on the
buses. Their only way to get from A to
B, from work to school to wherever they
have to go, to welfare places, to ship
their packages, from mail, to go
downtown to do stuff like that. And
they literally have no choice. Like,
iT you"re i1n their shoes and the City

you live in, who®"s supposed to promise
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and guarantee you this, like, way to
get to places is cutting this line.
You have literally no choice. You have
nowhere to go, nowhere to. It*s going
to make 1t harder for them to live,
things like that.

So, I just want to put
that In perspective.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MS. SALVADEO:

Hi, my name is Alilcia
Salvadeo, A-L-I-C-1-A S-A-L-V-A-D-E-O.

I am a teacher at City

Charter High School. l"ve been a bus
rider for 17 years, since I fTirst moved
to Pittsburgh. Use 1t every day to get

to school, work, and now school again.
Another reason why 1 think these bus
cuts are dangerous iIn general 1is
because 1 believe my son has the right
to breathe clean air. And 1 think
having more cars on the road is a step
in the opposite direction.

Seventy (70) more reasons

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

330




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o o0 A W N —» O

32

are 1n this room. You“"ve heard from a
lot of our students talking about how
they use this to get to school, to get
to work. Some of them, like, I have to
deal with them, like nodding off 1in
class because they®"re working jobs
until after 11 o" clock. How are they
getting home, right? So this 1Is not to
say even anything about the bus drivers
who would similarly lose their job.

So I think ultimately,
right now, 1t"s not an i1ssue of there
being no money for buses, but a
question of priorities. And 1 think
it"s Iin everybody™s best i1Interest to
prioritize sustainable public transit
so that people could get to work and
get to school.

Lastly, 111 just say, |1
think sometimes people put this as, you
know, cities versus rural. And 1 can
understand that, when people in rural
communities need a lot as well. But
who"s buying the groceries, who"s

trying to pay their gas bills? Like,
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this 1s all iInterconnected. And so, 1In
order for people to be able to get by
day-to-day, we need to be able to get
to work. We need to be able to get the
jJobs based on the educations we get.

So I thank you for the
time you"ve made for me and my
students.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MR. SINDLER:

Hi, my name®s Noah
Sindler. I"m a senior at City High.
I"m Jjust going to keep i1t short and
simple. I think that this 1s jJust sad.
I think 1t"s pathetic, In my opinion.

You are taking away the
opportunities of a lot of people to
travel to one place to another, and
that"s not cool. You shouldn®t be
doing that. How can we trust you 1if
you"re not doing what is 1n people®s
best Iinterest to get around to these

places? We have the draft coming up,

and 1f you"re not going to be able to
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bring all these buses, traffic i1Is going
to be a mess. It already 1s a mess.
Better yet, also, where i1s the funding
going if you are cutting these buses?
Because it sure is not going to the
homelessness problem and 1t Isn"t going
to all the potholes. That®"s all I have
to say. Thank you.

MR. DAVIS:

Hi, my name®s Ilklas
Davis, I-K-L-A-S D-A-V-1-S.

One thing, 1I"m going to
keep 1t short as well. But one thing
that my --- my good friend Tristan

Turner said was one thing about elderly

people. It 1l be harder for them to be
able to get to place by place. And 1
know a lot of people, 1 know a lot of

elderly people that have to take the
bus to get to work or have to go get
some medicine or do this kind of thing.
And 1t"s --- 1t"s not helping by taking
away one way to get them to place by
place.

And one thing I will like
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to say i1s that i1t get --- 1t takes ---

I live 1n Duquesne. It takes me an
hour to get to school and to get to
home . Taking away some of the buses
that help me get downtown to school or
to work or other places, 1t will be a
disadvantage for me and it will be
harder for me to look for job --- a jJob
anywhere. It will mess up a lot of
opportunities for kids to go different
places and see new things.

Taking away the P7 would
be one of the hardest things because it
help --- 1t helps people fronm

McKeesport to get that downtown.

Because 1 know a lot of people that
live in McKeesport work in --- work
downtown. Thank you.

MR. O"CONNOR:

Hi, my name 1s Hugh
O*Connor, H-1-G-H O0-C-0-N-N-0-R.

I m here on behalf of my
students, my school, my community. And
I jJust wanted to, you know, emphasize

some of the points that have already
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been brought of today, the iIimpact this

will have on our school community.

l*"ve been working at the school for 17
years at this point. I think that 1is
an existential threat --- threat to our
--- our school, actually.

Also at a time when
Pittsburgh Public i1s considering
cutbacks 1n buildings and
consolidation, 1 think, you know, a lot
of these students also rely on buses 1in
addition to ours. And 1 think that
it"s going to have a larger impact than
a lot of us are necessarily realizing
at this particular time. We talked
about some of the social, the economic,
and the political impacts as well.

I also think at a time
when we are basically coming out of
this pandemic where a lot of people
have moved to remote work, a lot of
people are coming back into physical
spaces, these office buildings. This
is a terrible time to cut back these

services. Congestion, as you-"ve heard,
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will go up. You actually have an
environmental concern as well. You
know, parking prices will. They are at

a premium right now, and 1I"m sure those
prices will rise as well.

And 1 just think that
overall, 1 mean, the draft for a City
who i1s, you know, revitalizing certain

areas, like the area that we just

walked past today. We want to bring
people downtown. That"s part of this
idea of revitalizing this city. This

is a crucial lifeline in order to do

that. And cutting this back at this
particular time is --- is going to be
devastating 1In those zones. Thank you.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MS. TURK:

Hello, my name is Kelly
Turk, K-E-L-L-Y T-1-R-K, and I am a
science teacher at City Charter High
School. I can echo what all of my
fellow students and teachers have said,

but 1 also want to put this out there.
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Our students are brilliant, and they
have some really great i1deas. So
instead of saying this is the --- our
proposal, what about opening 1t up to
hey guys, we have this crisis, what can
we do?

These kids think very
differently than a grown adult. They
have very great i1deas, and they have
said things 1n class, they~“ve
brainstormed, for example, hey, the T
has been free from the North Shore to
Gateway. What 1if we charge a quarter?
What kind of revenue 1s that going to
be? There are people that take that
every single day, or $0.50 cents. In
the long run, you know, people don-"t
think about a quarter or $0.50 cents
they might be picking up off the
ground. You know, that seems like
nothing, or pocket change.

What about, hey, we have
some of these electric buses now? So
how is that influencing the --- the

long term goals of 17 And then someone
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else also brought up, you guys just
changed your name to 1. What was the
cost of that? So that®"s almost a

million dollars Just in the name

change. Why was that necessary?
So, 111 leave you with
that. But these kids are brilliant,

and maybe you should think of some of
theilr ideas.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MS. HARRIS:

Hello, my name is Veshae
Harris, V-E-S-H-A-E H-A-R-R-1-S.

And 1 jJust want to come
up here and say, there are so many
younger kids and students that are,
like, less fortunate and don"t have 1it.
And I live in, like, a less fortunate
area, which 1Is the west side, Sheridan.
There"s, like, a lot of younger kids
who can even barely afford to get on 1I.

And I have, like, younger siblings and
stuff who are growing up and who will

be going to high school and who will be
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wanting to do stuff with their friends

and stuff. And my mom is not going to
--- my mom works a job too, so she
won"t be able to take, like, my brother
and sister to work and everywhere they
need to go.

Also, I work a part time
jJob. I*"m 18 years old. I have other
stuff besides, you know, like getting a
car, which is going to be a big
priority, like, coming up. But you
know, 1t"s not a lot of students who
even can get on I to get to a jJjob to
save up for a car or it"s not like a
lot of students who even have the money
to start saving up. Some people have
to help their parents pay with --- pay
for bills, help younger siblings.
There"s a lot of us who are, like, a
second mom to our siblings, so we also
have other responsibilities.

A lot of jobs aren-”t
paying that much, even for just part
time and high schoolers who need to get

to where they®"re going. And, you know,
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that"s really it. Thank you.
MS. SILBERMANN:

I"m Jjust going to make a
quick announcement, 1f I could,
everyone. Good morning. Thank you all
for coming. IT you are not in a giant
rush to get back to a class or
something, we have a bit of a lTull 1in
the main room, and we would love 1t if
you could testify in front of our CEO
and our Board members who are up on the
main stage there. IT you have to rush
back to something, by all means, please
feel free to stay here and give your
testimony here. But we just wanted to
let you know that this room i1Is very
full and that room 1s very not.

So if you"d like to
speak, or even if you want to maybe
split in half and two groups go in two
different places so that we can keep
everybody talking. Please Tfeel free.

MR. MACNEIL:

"1l say before you ---

before you do, 1 don"t know 1f you have
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any more, but with this room, we don-"t
have one on our media. I1"d like to
actually get a picture of this too, if
we can.

MS. WELCH:

Can I ask a quick

question? IT we"ve already spoken, can

we speak again?

MS. SILBERMANN:

Il --- 1 --- that i1Is not a

question that 1 know the answer to, and

I*"m not sure 1if they"I1l let you.
MS. WELCH:

We also have multiple

groups coming. We have multiple groups
coming. We have another group at 11:00
and one this --- this afternoon.

MS. SILBERMANN:

So I would ask the main
desk that question.
MS. WELCH:

Okay.
MS. SILBERMANN:

But yes, we would love it

iT we had a full group of speakers 1in
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both rooms. But the --- some of our
Board members are in the other room,
and we would really like them to hear
your voices too, SoO.

MS. WELCH:

Thank you.
MS. SILBERMANN:

Yeah, thank you. So 1
--—— 1 will mention really quickly, we
do have our 10:05 and 10:10 speaker are

in the other room giving testimony

right now. We might have a gap after
that. So I would say if you want to go
to the other room, you can. You jJust

might be waiting until there®"s a lTull.
So if some of you want to continue to
give testimony here, 1 think that®"s a
good 1i1dea. But then 1f some of you
also want to go into the main hearing
room and sort of wait to see i1If anyone
doesn®"t show up for their speaking
time.

But 1 will leave that up
to your group.

MS. WELCH:
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Okay.
Yeah, we were finishing
up here, but we ---.

MS. SILBERMANN:

Okay.
MS. WELCH:

We have a little bit of

MS. SILBERMANN:

Yeah.
MS. WELCH:

Flexibility.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MS. REIHING:

44

I was really grateful to

hear all those people over there too.

First of all, 1 want to note that 1

take the 36 which 1s the bus which was

Jerome Bettis®™s number. So 1t"s like
that®"s the bus. So you can®"t get rid
of that. That®"s his number, right?

Il called him the bus, too.

So
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And that®"s one of the

ones that®"s slated to be eliminated.
Which for me, 1t"s not a question to go
to work. It"s just, 1t"s going to
Heinz Hall, 1t"s going downtown, i1t"s
going to the Aviary and Phipps and
doing fun things. But for other
people, it"s crucial. It"s work. It"s
people who work.

And these --- these cuts
are draconian. I mean, 1t"s like

really so severe that you®"re going to

just cut people off. I always tell my
sisters, |1 want to be a --- 1 want to
be a grape. I don®"t want to be a
raisin. And you know, 1f you"re a

raisin, you"re just drying up iIn your
house. IT you"re a grape, then you can
go out and take Port Authority. And 1
also do ACCESS, which i1s a wonderful,
wonderful service. And 1 understand
that that could be cut back too.

It"s --- 1it"s affecting
and marginalizing elderly people,

people of color, low @income people.
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You know, that segment of society 1is
going to be so hurt by these cuts. And
it"s really sad. And 1 understand
budget stuff, you know.

But 1 want to know too,
on our end, on the people®"s end, what
can we do? That"s my big thing. I
mean, you have to call your
congressperson. I realize 1t"s state
funding. That"s the big hold up, too.
Am 1 correct in that? That 1t"s state
funding? That we have to loosen the
coffers up there too, you know. But 1
just --- It"s --- they"re draconian. I
mean, it"s just they"re totally
eliminating people from being able to
go out and --- and especially being
elderly, you know, where i1t"s --- 1t"s
that that"s what keeps you alive 1is
going to music and concerts and sports
and stuff, stuff like that too. And
taking that away, it"s going to be.

I wanted to subscribe to
the symphony for next year, and it"s

like, I can®"t do 1t if I can"t get
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there, you know? And I know I1"ve used
the pass to go downtown, and it"s a $30
cab ride. I can®"t afford that. You
know, 1f I have to go to a concert, |1
can"t afford $60 in each direction. I
love my pass, you know. l"ve waited 65
years to get the pass, and 1 certainly
use 1t too.

So, I thank you for
listening too. And I wish all of you
the best of luck too. This 1s a
lifeline for everybody, too. And 1
hope that something happens too, so.
Thank you so much. And, okay.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MS. REIHING:

I appreciate it. Thank
you.
(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. PHILLIPS:

Okay.
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Mr. Donald Russell.

MR. RUSSELL:

Thank you.
MR. PHILLIPS:

Thank you.
MR. RUSSELL:

Yes. There i1is definitely
a problem --- problem here. I"m in
mental health recovery. The thing is,

ifT I don"t have bus service, | cannot

see --- see my therapist. I could not
see my psych nurse, and --- and 1 will
not be able to get my meds. Because of
bus cuts. IT I don"t take my meds, I™m
going to be very manic again. And,
excuse me. SO --- so0 cutting this
service would basically put --- put me
in Jeopardy because 1 will not be able

to see my outpatient treatment team,

and I will not be --- be able to pick
up my meds if bus services are --- are
cut.

Also, I --- 1 live 1In a
high --- high rise and there®s a bunch

of elderly folks who forgot to pay the
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light bill. Budget cut affected the

light bill. Yeah, 1 --- 1n a high rise
and there"s a lot of elderly fTfolks who
have walkers and who have canes and ---
and also need to go to other doctors
too.

And 1t"s like 1 --- 1
said, 1f the service 1s cut, we're
going to be up crick. Because they~"re
talking about major reduction of buses.
And that®"s important in a bind,
especially if --- i1if they®"re taking the
ACCESS because there®"s also people that
depend on ACCESS where I"m at.

So --- so like 1 said,

this 1s going to make a mess out of

things. So --- so, yay, one minute
left. But --- but 1t"s like I™nm
saying, I"m doing buses that they~ re
planning --- 1s the 91 and the Brighton
bus 1 took home from work yesterday.
Both buses were packed with people. So
it"s like 1 said, 1if this service 1is
cut, there doesn"t be big --- big ---

there®"s going to be a lot of problems
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for us who depend on buses. So, that"s
1t. Like 1 said, 1 am required to see
people too, so --- so I won"t be able

to make 1t to do outpatient
appointments and pick up my medication
iT the services are cut. Yeah. Okay .
Thank you for ---.
MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MR. RUSSELL:

For --- for letting me

go.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. PHILLIPS:

All right.
We"ll call up Aileen
Zurienski.

MS. ZURIENSKI:

Hello, my name is Aileen
Zurienski. I live in Oakland, and 1
take the 93 to Square Hill because

there"s a clubhouse there for people
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having mental i1llness, and 1 like that
route.

A friend of mine keeps
telling me that they®"re going to get
rid of 1t, and that scares the heck out
of me and I want --- 1"d rather not
have to switch buses Just to get there.
It"s kind of like --- 1 have another
bunch of friends that live in Squirrel
Hill that take i1t to people®s Oakland.
So I"m talking on behalf half of them,

too.

I don"t think 1t"s fair
to do that, but so far, 1 haven®t seen
anything happen. Knock on whatever. I

was sitting in the other room with my

friend Kelda. I was like, 1 didn"t
want to sign up fTirst. And I go, wait
a minute. People talking about buses.
I better speak up. Because 1 take the
bus all the time. I take 1t. I take

whatever bus i1n Oakland goes to

downtown to do stuff. But my main
concern is the 93. Because 1 really
like that bus route. Because it goes
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from there, and it goes into Greenfield
and then to Square Hill. It might seem
like 1t"s taking a long time, but 1t"s
a good bus route.

So I jJjust wanted to put
my word in.

MR. PHILLIPS:

Thank you. Thank you
very much. We appreciate i1t. All
right. Next up Is Shawn Pastor.

MR. PASTOR:

Hey, how®"s everybody
doing today?
MR. PHILLIPS:

Good. How are you?

MR. PASTOR:

Not bad, but, yeah. You
guys, I don*"t know what I wrote on or

what what the heck®s going on here,

because this 1Is --- this 1Is --- this 1is
pretty. This --- this came on me, and
I"m --- 1"m devastated. You®"re trying
to cut the --- trying to dismantle and

get rid of 36, 38, and 417 I --- 1

can"t do that. Because 1 use all
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three. I use all three buses. Not all
the time, but I use them.

And the people they use
the 36 that I talk to, they~"re
devastated. They"re not in a good ---
they"re not 1n a good state. They"re
--- they™"re upset. It"s just, 1t hurts
because 1°"ve known this agency for over
20, like, 25 years. It"s, I"m sorry.

I am getting a little emotional, but it
jJust sucks.

Don"t do this. Don"t do
this. Please, don"t do this. Oh, God.
But I --- 1 just, 1 don*"t know. Like,
it"s jJust, please don-t. Please don-"t
do this. So, thanks.

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MR. PHILLIPS:

Thank you.
MR. MACNEIL:

And Shawn, right behind
the desk where you signed in to speak?

MR. PASTOR:

Yeah.
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MR. MACNEIL:

The main room is behind
there where there®s other public
comment going on right now, too. This
was considered the overflow, so 1f you
want to attend that in there, you©"re
welcome to.

MR. PASTOR:

Okay.
Thanks, guys. Appreciate

MR. MACNEIL:

Thank you.
MR. PASTOR:

Yep.
MR. PHILLIPS:

Thanks.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. MACNEIL:

It is now 1:00 p.m. As
publicly advertised, we will now take a

break and go off the record from 1:00
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to 3:00 p.m. The public hearing

p.m.

will resume at 3:00 p.m. Thank you.

* * * * * * X *

MEETING CONCLUDED AT 12:54 P.M.

* * * * * * X *
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify, as the stenographic
reporter, that the foregoing proceedings were
taken stenographically by me, and thereafter
reduced to typewriting by me or under my
direction; and that this transcript iIs a true
and accurate record to the best of my ability.

Dated the 13th day of May, 2025
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P R OCEETDTI NG S

JAMES McNEAL:

All right, good
afternoon. It 1s now 3:00 p.m. The
public hearing will resume. As a
reminder, this hearing i1s being
recorded and transcribed by a court
reporter, so if you do not want to be
recorded, please exit the hearing room
now .

Each speaker has up to
three minutes to provide public comment
and should come up to the speaker”®s
table when called upon and state their
name clearly and spell it for the court
reporter before beginning to provide
your public comment.

NANCY BARYLAK:

I"d like to call Fawn
Montgomery. Good afternoon.

MS . MONTGOMERY :

So my name i1s Fawn

Montgomery. I am the CEO for Take
Action Advocacy Group. I*m also a
Sargent®"™s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Board member of the Pittsburgh Regional

Public Transit.

So coming here today to
provide public comment on the proposed
-——. Specifically 1 want to highlight
the Mon Valley areas.

First of all, 1 like this
document and the way you are laying it
out. So I do understand that the state
said this is what they®"re giving you
all and then you all had to make these
decisions, these cuts. I get that as a
former elected official.

My idssue has always been
why does i1t have to affect the people,
like take away from us? The Increases
in the fares, | don®"t see anything over
like a $40 increase, but that is a lot
to folks and you"re talking about $2.75
to $3, 31 day pass for 97 --- will
possibly go from $97 to $106.50.

And then some of these
cuts like the McKeesport flyer talking
about eliminating 1t all together. It

is hard enough 1n the Mon Valley
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because we"re outside of the bigger
City of Pittsburgh.

So 1it"s hard enough to
get In here. It s hard enough to
maintain employment because your boss
doesn®"t care 1f the bus is late or if
the bus didn"t show up or was five or
ten minutes behind. It*"s hard enough
to get our kids to, you know, doctor”®s
appointments or get our own sons of
doctor®"s appointments.

It s hard enough just to

get out of --- maybe you just want to
go to the park. Maybe you Jjust want to
go to the fair or something. It*s hard

enough to do that right now like today.
So if some of these cuts
go through, 1t"s going to be
detrimental to areas like McKeesport,
like the Mon Valley, like anything
outside of the bigger city. Not that
it won"t be detrimental for the people
here, because 1t will. But you~"re
talking about outside of the city where

already transportation barriers just to
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do regular things. Go to the doctors,
go to the grocery store, not to mention
the food --- that already exists iIn the
Mon Valley because we have areas that
don"t have any grocery stores.

So if these cuts go
through, 1t"s going to make our quality
of life worse than 1t already 1s
presently. So we"re having all these
public hearings. I think you all know
that we"re not in favor of these cuts.
What is the plan here? Like what 1s
the plan --- if you have to do these
cuts, what is the plan for the people
that you are supposed to serve? Like
what is the plan for some of those
things? If you"re going to eliminate,
are you bringing back anything? 1 f
you"re going to eliminate, are you
going to go through some of these price
increases?

Because 1 know there was
an 1Issue with ridership and 1t"s not
that people don®"t want to ride the bus.

They can*t afford to ride the bus and
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then they can®"t even get to the bus

stop because the cuts will be coming.

So if I live on the top
of the hill 1In McKeesport, I can®"t get
to the bottom. I can walk, but 1 could

--- there"s safety concerns depending
on what, you know, part of the hill you
got to walk down.

So what i1s y"all®"s plan?
Cause there has to be some kind of a
plan.

NANCY BARYLAK:

Sorry.
MS. MONTGOMERY:

No, 1 get 1it.
NANCY BARYLAK:

That was a little loud.
Sorry.
JAMES McNEAL:

Thank you. During the
public comment, 1 don"t know 1f you
were here for the morning when we read
through everything.

MS. MONTGOMERY:

No.
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JAMES McNEAL:

We do not respond and
answer questions.

MS. MONTGOMERY:

Okay.
JAMES McNEAL:

But there 1s some tabling
out front where you sign in.

MS. MONTGOMERY:

Okay.
JAMES McNEAL:

And some of the questions
can be answered there.

MS. MONTGOMERY:

Okay.
JAMES McNEAL:

And then outside of this
when you®"re done, also the other roonm
right behind the table is the main
room. This i1s the auxiliary for a fTill
in. You"re more than welcome to go
into the main room and hear more public

comment also.

MS. MONTGOMERY:

Okay.
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NANCY BARYLAK:

Thank you.
John Cotter.
MR. COTTER:

My name is John Cotter.
That"s J-0-H-N, C-0-T-T-E-R.

l"ve come here jJust
generally to show support for like you
know, anyone at the state level who
looks at this to you know, increase
funding for transit, whatever you have
to do for that so we don"t have these
cuts to begin with.

You know, worst comes to
worst if there are cuts, you know, I™m
from Brookline and 1t"s like all the

buses from Brookline would be cut with

this from what 1"m aware of. Like 39,
41, pretty much all the ---_. And
there®"s over 13,000 people there. So

for me it seems absurd that we wouldn®"t
have bus access. Especially because a
lot of people 1 know had moved there
because 1t"s a pretty quick bus ride,

15 minutes when the tunnel i1s actually
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open, but now Washington.

Now, even if there was
something worst comes to worse that
there®"s at least some bus access there,
even 1f 1t"s just a 39, I just want to
say that"s really important.

I also want to comment on
something unrelated, but when you think
about increasing ridership, you know,
to these areas, you know, the self
busway at the entrance of the

neighborhood, but 1t"s not very

accessible. It s like Whitehead
Station, Whitehead Street itself. N o
sidewalks. Jacob Street, no sidewalks.
Most at Dunster to the --- Station. N o
sidewalks. I used to take that to West

MifFflin sometimes, but you kind of got
to dodge cars in the morning. It"s
like Cadet Avenue to the Pioneer
Station. You know there®s housing
there, but you know, no sidewalks.

I know that"s not
entirely your control. There®s

different property owners, but i1f PRT
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could work with whoever they need to to
try to increase, you know, sidewalk
accessibility. I think that could help
with ridership as well.

But again, showing my
support for funding in general, but
also jJust making sure Brookline has
something. And that®"s about all I need
to say.

JAMES McNEAL:

Thank you. In the

morning period for public comment, 1
think there was some i1ndividuals that
were able to speak in the other room
too. So I1f someone doesn®t show and
you"d like to in the main room, by all
means, please go into there and hear
some of the other comments. Thank you.

NANCY BARYLAK:

Thank you.

* * X * * X X *x

MEETING CONCLUDED AT 6:54 P.M.

* * * * * X X *x
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify, as the stenographic
reporter, that the foregoing proceedings were
taken stenographically by me, and thereafter
reduced to typewriting by me or under my
direction; and that this transcript iIs a true
and accurate record to the best of my ability.

Dated the 13 day of May, 2025
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P R OCEETDTI N G S

MODERATOR:

Before we begin to receive
public comment, our hearing moderator,
Benjamin Nicklow will go over some
housekeeping itnformation, so I"m going to
turn it over to Ben.

MR. NICKLOW:

Good morning. This hearing
is being recorded and transcribed by a
court reporter. IT you do not want to be
recorded, please exit the hearing room at
this time. Please note that we have
American Sign Language and Spanish
language interpreters to provide
translation services during the hearing
upon request.

For participants who
registered to provide public comment at
today®"s hearing, you will be called to
speak at your designated time. You may be
called as much as 15 minutes early to
speak 1f there are no other speakers

scheduled.

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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For participants who did not
pre register, you have been placed 1n an
open time slot to speak and will be called
upon to speak at your designated time,
though you may also be called as much as
15 minutes early to speak 1f there are no
other speakers scheduled.

Each speaker will have three
minutes to provide their public comment.
When called upon, please clearly state
your name, spell i1it, and then please
clearly speak. Your hearing moderator
will alert you when you have one minute
remaining.

IfT you have --- if your three
minutes Is up and you want to provide
further comment, you may do soOo via
telephone, regular mail, or online until
5:00 p-.m. on --- 5:00 p.m. Eastern
Standard Time on Wednesday, June 18th,
2025.

Additional details on these
other methods to submit public comment to
PRT regarding the proposed funding crisis

related to fiscal year 2026 fare increases

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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and service reductions 1s available on
PRT"s website at www.rodprt.org/funding-
Crisis.

Speakers cannot donate or
delegate their allotted time to another
individual if iInterested iIn speaking, but
speakers may read in written comments they
have brought 1n with them on behalf of
another individual during their scheduled
time.

The proposed of this public
hearing for this PRT to receive public
comment only, participating PRT board
members and/or staff members will not
respond to public comment provided during
this hearing, but all comments will be
recorded and analyzed as part of the
public comment collection process.

Additionally, there i1s an
information table set up outside the
hearing room where PRT staff can answer
questions. Both PRT board members and
senior management will be listening to

public comment during this public hearing.
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At this time, 1 would ask PRT

board members who are in attendance to
identify themselves.

MS. GWASH:

Emily Gwash, representing
Access

MR. NICKLOW:

I would now ask PRT seni

@]
-

management who are in attendance to
identify themselves.

MR. RITCHIE:

Jim Ritchie, I"m the Chief
Communications Officer for PRT.

MR. DEVLIN:

Jeffrey Devlin, Chief
Innovation OFficer of PRT.

MR. CETRA:

Again, I"m Michael Cetra,
Chief Legal Officer for PRT.
MS. SILBERMANN:

Amy Silbermann, Chief
Development Officer, PRT.
MS. COLON:

Ilnez Colon, Chief Human

Resources Officer, Pittsburgh Regional

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Transit.

MR. RIVETTI:

Don Rivetti, Chief
Maintenance Officer, PRT.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you.

This public hearing is
scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and
3:00 p-m. to 7:00 p-m. with a two hour
break from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. PRT
intends to conduct a public hearing for
the entire advertised time period to
ensure members of the public who did not
pre register but appear today and sign up
to speak have the opportunity to do so.

AUDIENCE MEMBER:

Thank you, Ben.

Absent additional state
funding, PRT is facing an operating budget
deficit of approximately $100 million for
its fiscal year 2026 beginning July 1st of
this year. PRT is required by law to pass
a balanced budget and with so many fixed
cost are proposing a 35 percent reduction

in bus, light rail and incline services.

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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IT approved by PRT"s Board, these changes

would begin with PRT"s February 2026
service adjustments along with a 25 cent
fare increase and related increases to
other PRT fare products.

Additionally, due to the
severity of the budget deficit,
corresponding reductions to service levels
and iIncreases in fares are also being
proposed for PRT"s sponsored paratransit
program ACCESS. This program provides
demand response transportation services
for eligible individuals with disabilities
and senior citizens in Allegheny County.

A summary of the proposed
funding crisis related FY2026 fare
increases and service reductions 1is
available on PRT"s website at
ridePRT.org/funding-crisis. There®"s also
information at the informational tables
outside the hearing room with this
information.

We will now begin to receive
public comment.

MR. NICKLOW:

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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We will start with JoEllen

Habas. As a reminder, please state your
name and spell it before beginning your
comment. You will have three minutes with
a warning of one minute remaining.

MS. HABAS:

Thank you. My name 1is
JoEllen Habas, J-0-E-L-L-E-N, H-A, B like
boy, A, S like Sam.

First of all, 1°d like to
thank you for your service. As a senior
citizen who is unable to drive for health
reasons, my whole Iife has been changed by
having access to the transportation
throughout the City of Pittsburgh and I™m
very grateful for that.

I have a sister who lives 1in
Mount Lebanon. I go to see her, she comes
to see me, we go to the movies, we go out
to dinner and that®"s all fTacilitated
through the buses back and forth. I fear
that 1f the bus service specifically 1in
Mount Lebanon, but also the other proposed

cuts, I fear that 1f that"s eliminated her

life will be Iimpacted In so many ways.

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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She may be turned into a shut in.

She goes to her doctor-~s
appointments, her dentist appointments by
bus. Sure, through her insurance, she has
access to transportation at times, but she
needs to get out of the house. She needs
to be able to function as an adult and as
an independent person and not be picked up
and dropped off. She might not be happy
to hear me say that, but 1t"s i1Important to
her. It"s important for her
socialization. It"s important when she
has trouble with her phone that she goes
to get 1t checked out.

She does grocery shopping,
she goes to the pharmacy. Her friends and
her family are not all in that immediate
area. And 1*"m afraid that her life will
be and her mental status and her physical
well being will be iImpacted. And 1t"s not
just her, of course, 1t"s all the other
people who have similar situations.

I also, iIn riding the bus
back and forth to see her, see so many

people in the outlying areas who come into

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Pittsburgh to Downtown to work. Their
livelihood i1s dependent upon that.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MS. HABAS:

Thank you.

And a lot of them don"t make
a huge amount of money to be unable to
take the bus back and forth. Especially
iT their shifts are iIimpacted at later
times and have multiple changes in their
bus schedule. Their lives will be changed
in a meaningful and very, very sad way.

So thank you for having this
hearing and 1 appreciate the ability to
communicate with you. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you very much.

Sabrina Arnold. Harry Smith. Madison
Wong. Okay. It looks like we have a few
more people that came 1iIn. We*ll go back.
Sabrina Arnold. Sabrina, when you come

down, please state your name, spell it.
You will have three minutes with a warning

for one minute remaining.
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MS. ARNOLD:

Okay.

My name is Sabrina Arnold.
S-A-B-R-1-N-A, A-R-N-0-L-D. My ZIP code
is 15222. I can start? Okay.

Hello, my name i1Is Sabrina
Arnold. I am a junior that attends City
Charter High School located in Downtown
Pittsburgh. l"ve been given the
opportunity to voice my opinion, thoughts
and feelings on the Pittsburgh Regional
Transit plan budget cut.

Thankfully, 1 am blessed to
have the ability to ride the bus and have

the freedom to leave and go where I want

to go. IT these budget cuts go through, 1
will no longer be able to have the ability
to go to work or school or participate in

athletics.

My parents are divorced and I
live Iin two separate parts of town. My
mom lives on the east and my father lives
in North Hills. My parents don®"t always
have the time or the ability to take me

across the cities. So a 1ot of times 1

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

389




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N RN NN N DN R P R B B R R R R
a A W N B O © OO N O O b~ W N P+ O

312

ride the bus between my two homes.

I mainly stay with my mother
in Lincoln-Lemington, where there are only
two buses that come to my house, the 82
and the P17. Unfortunately, my mother
works a lot so 1t"s often Impossible to
get around without the buses.

I also take the bus four days
a week to go to my school and back home.
IT the budget cuts are cut, 1 will no
longer have the ability to go to City
High, including that 1t"s a charter school
where 1 have been attending for the last
three years because the only two buses
that come to my house will no longer be
there.

As a year round student
athlete, at home --- at school and home, 1
also attend a City Charter High School.

I also no longer have the ability to play
sports that I love. I play volleyball,
soccer, cheer and basketball and track.
Sports that are all year round. My mother
isn"t always able to take me and pick me

up from the sports 1 play, so I often ride

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the bus home.

When you®"ve been playing a
sport that you love and you pour your
whole Iife Into i1t, your time, your body,
your mind, when you®"re no longer being
able to play i1t, it"s like a part of you
is gone too. I wouldn®"t want that to
happen to me.

Since I"m captain, 1t gives
me a feeling of determination, resilience
and the feeling of responsibility.

In addition, I work at CVS
located in Oakland from 4:00 to 11:00 p.m.
when 1 can. And 1f the budget cuts are
made, 1 will no longer be able to work
because 1t said that 1if y~"all cut it,
buses will run no later than 11:00 p.m.
so I will have no ability to get home.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MS. ARNOLD:

My work iIs important to me.
It helps me save up for things like a car
and daily month expenses. I feel like my

freedom and my ability to be independent

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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is being taken away.

With that being said, I"m not
the only teen who will be negatively
impacted by the transit budget cuts. But
mine Is just one of the stories and
there®s a bunch more who have not even
shared theirs. I hope that you will take
my situation iInto consideration before
making the huge life changing decision.

I appreciate you for giving me the time to

speak.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Sabrina.

MR. NICKLOW:

Madison Wong.

Please state your name and
spell it. You will have three minutes

with a one minute warning.

MS. WANG:

My name is Rosemary Wang.
R-0-S-E-M-A-R-Y, W-A-N-G. My ZIP code 1is
15204. I live in Sheridan where there-®s
only one bus that®"s close to me.

I take the 26 every day to
get to my high school, City Charter,

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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that®"s Downtown. IT my bus got

eliminated, I wouldn®"t have any way to get
there. I would have to either add on a
20 or more minute walk through hills to
buses that might not even be available to
me after the major reductions, or | would
have to find a new school while I"m iIn my
senior year.

l"ve made strong connections

with many peers and teachers who also rely

on the buses to get to school. I know so
many of my classmates take the 39. One of
my closest friends take the 41. All of

these people would face similar problems
it their buses got cut. To change the
buses would really impact all of our
education.

And my high school is not the
only one Downtown either. There®s other

high schools, middle schools and daycares

Downtown. And there®"s a reason they~ re
all there. The buses make i1t accessible
to students, parents and workers. Many of

these people would have to find different

places to go for education, childcare,

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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jJobs 1if they weren"t able to take the

buses that they have been taking all this
time.

I understand how it might
seem right to cut certain buses because of
funding 1ssues, but public transportation
really is the only mode of transportation
some people have.

When 1 was younger, my mom
did not have a car. The only way she
could get me and my brother around was the
buses. IT she didn"t have the buses back
then, she would have likely not been able
to get the job she had, been able to save
up, buy groceries to feed our family, get
checkups, and so much more.

This 1s the same situation
for many families out there. They rely on
the buses to be able to keep working,
getting to school, get to the doctors, to
keep living in Pittsburgh.

When you®"re making these
decisions, yes, 1t"s important to remember
the funding i1ssues, but 1t"s also

important to remember all the communities

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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that only have the buses as a form of
transportation. Thank you for your time.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Perri Smith.

Please state your name when

you come down and spell 1t. You will have

three minutes to speak with a warning for

the one minute remaining.

MS. SMITH:

Perri Smith, P-E-R-R-1,
S-M-1-T-H.

Hello. My name is Perri and
ever since | could remember, I have been

riding public transportation.

From riding in my stroller as

a newborn on the 60 Crawford Village to

walking on my tiny feet down to the hill

to get to daycare because there wasn®t an

early enough bus.
McKeesport to get

store, to telling

From taking the 61C
to any proper grocery

my Ffriends 1 couldn®t

attend a hangout because 1t wasn®"t on the

busway. From continuing to ride the 55
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Glassport and the P7 McKeesport Flyer for

all my high school career.

And I"m going to be honest.

I used to be ashamed to say I have to ride
the bus, but now 1 embrace 1it. Public
transportation is a part of me. It is how
I grew up. My mom used to say, don-"t
depend on anybody. I grew up not asking
for a ride. I grew up analyzing the bus
schedules. When someone would ask me, oh,
what bus can 1 catch to get here? Oor
where can 1 catch this bus? l"d give a
confident answer. And 1 silently tell

myself, girl, you know your stuff.

But for so many people like
me, 1It"s not just public transportation
and there --- i1t"s their life that they
will be affected. It s someone™s way to
school. It s someone®™s way to work.

It"s someone®"™s way to their job. It 1s
someone®s job. It"s someone®s way to the
grocery store.

It may seem like a minor
change to some people, but for others ---

but for others, 1t"s someone®"s way to get

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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their baby to and from daycare.

MR .

NICKLOW:

One minute.

MS.

SMITH:

This may seem

change to

some people,

like a minor

but for others,

it"s an elimination to someone®s everyday

life.

buses were to be cut,

They analyzed the data to see what

but did they analyze

how this could be a major change to so

many people®"s lives?

Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.

MR .

NICKLOW:

Madison

Please state your

spell it. You will
speak
remaining.

MS.

Coulter.

name and

have three minutes to

with a warning for the one minute

COULTER:

Madison
M-A-D-1-S-0-N,
Hello,
I live in Banksville.

Charter High School.

C-0-U-L-T-E-R,

Coulter,

15216.

I"m Madison Coulter.

I go to City
I get up every day
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at 5:30 a.m. which is early for a teenager
like me at 16 years old. I can ride the
bus 38 from Green Tree to Downtown or |1
can also take the 36 from Banksville to
Downtown .

The city is planning on
cutting both of these buses which means 1
won"t be able to get go to school and get
the education that this city so
desperately wants for i1ts students. But
it"s not just me that will be affected.

Almost all of City High
students, that®"s 630 children, 743 kappa
students and other city high --- other
schools, high school schools that won"t be
able to go downtown because of the bus
cuts.

There®"s also adults that are
affected by this. 54,653 college students
will not be able to come down and get the
education to start their lives and start
thelr career. l"ve seen families come to
bus that depend on these. l*"ve had
conversations with mothers that can®"t go

anywhere because they don®"t have a car
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because they can"t afford i1it, and the bus
is their only way to get around.

Along with the two buses that
are getting cut, 41 i1n total buses are
getting cut or getting delayed. It would
take two hours now to get to places. |
have personal friends that take longer.
It"s already an hour for them to get to
school or to go to church or to go to
their job.

Almost every Wednesday 1 ride
the 2 or P13 to go to my friend"s church.
Religion is one of the top things in my
life and is very important to me. And
both of these buses are getting cut, which
means I won*"t be able to go to a place
that feels like a second home to me, which
is devastating for me and devastating for
multiple other people that ride the bus
with me and go to that church. I won"t be
able to see the friends that 1 have come
so close with, nor be able to talk to the
adults that have affected my life for the
better.

Now, I understand you can-®t
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control the funds and the city 1is
struggling, but I also think the funds are
going to the wrong places, like electric
buses. l"ve only seen three 1n total.
What 1 need from this panel i1s to think
about the true effects and the lives that
they“"re changing, because 1t"s much deeper
than jJjust cutting buses. Thank you for
your time.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

James Love. Rosemary Wang.
London Bellicott. Jaiqui Dennis. Tameara
Robinson.

MS. ROBINSON:

Hi, I"m Tameara Robinson,
T-A-M-E-A-R-A, R-0-B-1-N-S-0-N. My ZI1P
code i1s 15210.

Hi, I"m Tameara Robinson and
I attend City Charter High School. The

PRT cuts 1"11 be talking about are the 51L
elimination and the 69 major reduction.

As you know, the 51 and the
51L 1is the only form of PRT that goes
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through Carrick. Every time 1 catch a 51

or 51L, 1t is always consistently packed.
The elimination of the 51L is and will
cause overcrowding.

In the mornings when 1 attend
City High, two young mothers with infants
went to strangers to find out their
children go to the same daycare they~"re
sharing through each other®s babies to
them being best friends. These are one
out of many other single mothers who can-~t
take the bus and will have to pay more
because of the 25 cent raise for three
hour bus fares. What if they can*t afford
it?

The one day bus fare i1s a 50
cent raise and a seven day bus fare 1is
being raised by $2. What should be the
priority for single mothers? Having their
children eat and have a stable home or go
into work and drop their babies off to
daycare they won"t be able to afford, as
iT they“"re not already scraping the plates
as i1t i1s? How i1s i1t possible they can

make sure the babies eat and have a stable

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
401




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N RN NN N DN R P R B B R R R R
a A W N B O © OO N O O b~ W N P+ O

324

home when you"re taking the 51L away and
raising bus fares? Where can they find a
space to sit her and her baby down when
the bus will be overcrowded?

Because many people have been
kicked off the 51, 51L because of their
hostility. Not only have 1 witnessed
incidents on the 51, 51L but since the
buses are already packed, there®"s plenty
more witnesses where 1 come from.

Though I am very thankful for
my schools funding us bus passes, they
don®"t fund us for extracurricular
activities. I go to a program called
LEAP. It takes me an hour and 20 minutes
to get there when 1 take the 51L downtown
and the 69 to Carnegie Mellon where LEAP

is at. The LEAP program is 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p-m. I*m leaving to get on the bus
at 7:00 a.m. and I usually don"t get home
until around 4:30 p.m. That doesn~t

include me waiting for the bus.
What if 1 get to downtown and
this 69 1sn"t coming for 30 minutes?

Better yet, with the major reduction
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hour? IT 1t already takes me an hour 20
minutes to get there, how long will it
take me now? What 1f 1 can"t make 1t
home? What 1f other fTamilies with kids
can*t afford gas money or afford a car
when their child Is stuck somewhere else?

Gas money, inflation and
taxes, now bus fares. Over time we keep
getting things taken from us what we have
left. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

Lanya Hill.

Please state your name and
spell it. You will have three minutes to
speak with a one minute remainder warning.

MS. HILL:

Lanya Hill, L-A-N-Y-A,
H-1-L-L.

Hi, my name i1s Lanya Hill.
I m here today to express my feelings
about the bus cuts and how I will how it

will affect me and every my everyday
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commute.

I live on the north side of
Pittsburgh. My buses are going through
major reductions which will make it harder
to get to school and work. I take the 13
Bellevue regularly because i1it"s the only
bus that goes next to my house. I take
the 13 Bellevue to school, City Charter
High School and from home and from school.
I also take the 12th McKnight to work and
home five days out of the week.

The bus cuts will affect me
tremendously. It will affect my school
commute because 1t will take me even
longer to get to school. The bus changes
--- the bus comes every 20 to 30 minutes
now and 1 can only imagine how long it
would take after these changes. The time
that it takes for the bus to come and the
time that takes to get Downtown, my
commute to school is long and reductions
in services will change. Me, 1t will
cause me to be late regularly which will
affect my grades in my first period class.

I take the 12 McKnight to
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work. I work in retail at Ross Park Mall.
These bus cuts will affect my work life.
Our day does not end until --- our school
day does not end until 4:15. And so
reducing services will cause me to be late
to work. I will no longer be able to keep
my job that I enjoy and I will miss out on
friendships |I have made with my managers
and co-workers. I will have no money and
will be forced to find a --- another job
closer to home.

These cuts won"t just affect
me, they will affect many people trying to
get to work and school. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Taijoura Hopkins.

Please state your name and
spell it. You will have three minutes to
speak with a one minute remaining warning.

MS. HOPKINS:

T-A-1-J-0-U-R-A,
H-O-P-K-1-N-S. My area code i1s 15003.

Good morning. My name 1is
Tairjoura Hopkins. I am from the South
Side of Pittsburgh. After my 9th grade
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year at City Charter High School I moved

to Ambridge, PA with my mom sisters. By

car, my house is 40 minutes away from the

city. On the bus, my home is one hour and
15 minutes away. Now I know what you~"re
thinking. Why not go to Ambridge High
School? I could have, but I knew City

High was the school I wanted to graduate
from because of academic opportunities.
Also, 1if 1 tried to leave, my Tull
transcript would not transfer, leaving me
with credits 1°"ve already worked hard to
get needing to be made up.

I ride the number 14 which
would eventually be one of the buses being
eliminated. The 14 already doesn®"t even
go into the city. The farthest it takes
me is the Allegheny Station and then 1
have to get off to get on the T that takes
me to Gateway Station Downtown. l"ve been
doing that every day since August 30,
2023, my Ffirst day of 10th grade.

Equally important as my
transportation to and from school, 1 go to

church every Sunday on McKnight Road on
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the 14th and the 012. My jJjourney on
strengthening my faith with Christ iIs so
significant to me that I am willing to
catch the bus from Ambridge to Ross Park.

Recently I have gotten my
permit and soon I will be able to get my
license which encouraged me to start
saving up for a car. Even if 1 drove
currently, parking iIs expensive in the
city. I have teachers that commute by bus
because they have enough expenses to pay
for without paying for parking every day.

Whille I can stand here today
and list off my multiple reasons that |1
have for being enraged about bus cuts, the
world iIs so much bigger than me. People
that drive will be dealing with longer
traffic times, walkers might be more
crowded on the streets and buses will be
running less than they normally do. So
people whose buses aren”"t being eliminated
will get home way later than usual.

So to close out everything |
have said today, 111 leave you with this

thought. Reducing the PRT schedule and
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routes will affect not only bus riders in
the City of Pittsburgh, but the majority
of Pittsburgh®s population. I hope you
take everything I say into consideration.
Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Do we have James Love?

Do we have any of the other
students registered or not that are
wanting to speak?

Okay. As you come down
please state your name and spell it. You
will have three minutes to speak with a
reminder with --- for one minute
remaining. Please register if you did not
out Iin the lobby.

MR. CANNON:

Hi, my name 1s Brayden
Cannon, B-R-A-Y-D-E-N, C-A-N-N-O-N. 1
didn"t come very prepared for today as |1
would feel with the bus beilngs cut.

I ride the 51 and the 51L ZIP
code 15210 and the 51L would be Ffully
eliminated causing more crowding on the 51

than there already 1is. I think the 51
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goes through five different neighborhoods.
Brentwood, Carrick, Arlington, Mount
Oliver and South Side. So all those
together all combined for a reduced bus of
only the 51 would cause crowding to be way
higher.

And 1 just got my license and
parking downtown costs an arm and a limb.
It would be $10 a day for me to park
starting from next year with the bus cuts
till 1 graduate would cost me $660 for me
to park till 1 graduated just Downtown.

With the bus cuts, 1f 1t
already takes me almost 40 minutes on the
51 to get to school iIn the morning,
imagine how longer it would be with
crowding. And there*s people behind me,
like my fellow students who have less of a
time and less buses to take now due to the
cuts, who buses are getting eliminated and
will not be able to physically attend City
High anymore.

And I just --- 1 think that
everyone on this panel, 1 think, can all

agree that the bus cut 1s a lot for all of
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us students who have to deal with i1t and
go through it. And I wish that you take
all of everything that we said into
consideration and try to help us students
who would really like to attend City High,
to be able to commute through buses,
through work and every other thing else
that we have to go through for this.
Thank you, guys.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Brayden.
MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you very much. At this
time, we are going to take a short break
to make some audio adjustments. The
hearing will go off the record during this
time. We will be right back.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS HELD.)

MR. NICKLOW:

Okay.
We are ready to resume. A
reminder, this session 1Is being recorded

and transcribed by a court reporter. 1T
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you do not wish to be recorded, please
exit the room.

Each speaker will have three
minutes to provide public comment. When
called, please approach the speaker-®s
table, clearly state your full name and
spell it slowly for the recording before
beginning.

We will start with Carolyn
Kerr.

MS. KERR:

My name i1s Carolyn Kerr,

C-A-R-0-L-Y-N, K-E-R-R.

I*m Qucky. I have a car.
Still, 1 came to Oakland today the way 1
did for most of the 25 years 1 taught 1in

the College of Business Administration at
Pitt. By transit. Why did I do that?
Partly to keep the air just a little bit
cleaner. Partly to keep one more car out
of the lines of traffic. Partly to free
up one parking space for someone who
wasn®"t as lucky as 1 am.

I m lucky to live somewhere |1

love. My Ffifth great grandfather surveyed
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and laid out Downtown Pittsburgh. So 1

take what happens here seriously and
personally. I want to see our region
thrive.

I*m lucky that I was able to
help a refugee fTamily settle 1iIn. That
included helping the father learn to
navigate a bus to South Hills Junction and
the Silver Line to his jJob. A jJob he
wouldn™"t be able to take without transit.

A jJob where he has been repeatedly
promoted. A jJob that has supported his
family and allowed them to buy a house and
grow the tax base.

Then 1 think about other
people, those facing challenges I can-*t
imagine, like how they will try to manage
to move about using just a bicycle up and
down our beautiful but challenging hills.
I can®t imagine what 1t"s like not to be
able to get to a grocery store or a
pharmacy or a doctor®"s appointment or find
a jJob to support themselves.

I think about all that our

region has to offer iIn the way of arts,
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sports, education and learning. How do
our young people become the foundation for
tomorrow™s success 1IFf they can"t get to
the library or to see the wonders left to
us by people who couldn®t begin to picture
what our lives look like today? But those
people were part of generations who knew
that public transportation was one key to
vibrancy, growth and progress.

A few years ago, a special

initiative was placed on the ballot to

support the Carnegie Library system. It
passed overwhelmingly. I, for one,
retired and on a budget though 1 am, would

certainly support some type of similar
initiative to fund public transit.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MS. KERR:

It might only be a dent, but
it could be a start. Maybe employers
along the lines could help. There are
lots of good i1deas 1if only we look for
them instead of for cuts.

Yes, I am lucky, and today 1
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am lucky to be given this chance to speak
up for those who aren®"t as lucky as 1 am.
Let"s all work together to find ways to
help them until their luck can change.
Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Carolyn.
MR. NICKLOW:

Richard Walter.

As a reminder, please state
your name and spell your full name before
beginning to speak. You will have three
minutes with a reminder for the one minute
warning.

MR. WALTER:

Yeah, 1"m Richard Walter,
W-A-L-T-E-R.

I"m from the South Hills. I
take the Silver Line. I*"m on dialysis
three days a week. I go to doctor-"s

appointments and visit friends and go

other places to the malls and that. And
iT I lose public transportation, 1 won-"t
be able to --- 1 won"t be able to go to

any of these places and go shopping and do
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a lot of other things, too. So I jJust

hope 1 keep this transit going. So thank
you very much.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Richard.
MR. NICKLOW:

Juanita Knight. Erin Morgan.
Please state your TfTull name and spell it
for the recorder. You will have three
minutes to speak with a reminder for one
minute remaining.

MS. MORGAN:

Erin Morgan, E-R-I1-N,
M-O0-R-G-A-N.

Good morning. My name 1is
Erin Morgan and I"m a resident of City of
Pittsburgh and a caseworker who supports
refugees and immigrants at JFCS, a
nonprofit in Squirrel Hill. Many families
we serve will be deeply affected by the
proposed cuts to bus routes. I want to
share the story of one such family.

They arrived in the United
States as refugees iIin late 2023. While

waiting for permanent housing, they stayed
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in a hotel and relied on the bus to reach
JFCS for English as a Second Language
classes and other services.

Once housing became
available, they moved to the Crafton area
along Routes 27 and 29, now set to be
eliminated. Their only remaining route,
the 26, will have major reductions. Both
parents found jJjobs, one near Fox Chapel
and the other 1n Lawrenceville. But now
the bus routes they depend on to get to
work are being eliminated or severely
reduced. The family already balances long
commutes, walking and childcare. These
cuts could force them to leave the jobs
they like where they are valued.

For immigrant families,
finding a new jJob isn”"t easy. Many face
language barriers and limited employment
options. Without savings or a strong
support network, a jJob loss could quickly
lead to an eviction and put more strain on
local agencies and government support
services.

Right now, they use the 26,
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27 or 29 for weekly shopping. Two of

those will be eliminated and the third
reduced. Without a bus, they®"d have to
walk one and a half miles, about 34
minutes, carrying groceries for a family
of five. Many of the roads the family
would have to walk don®"t have sidewalks.

They“"ve already overcome so
much . Cutting these routes will make
daily life significantly harder, ---

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MS. MORGAN:

--- not just for them, but
for the fTamilies like theirs. Public
transit is a vital lifeline for our
communities, and I urge you to consider
the real iIimpact these changes will have.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Erin.
MR. NICKLOW:

Juanita Knight.
Please state your name and
spell it for the recorder when you come up

to the microphone. You will have three
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minutes to speak with a reminder for one
minute remaining.

MS. KNIGHT:

Okay.

Hello. Hi . Good evening ---
good noon. My name is Juanita Knight.
First name J-U-A-N-1-T-A, Knight,
K-N-1-G-H-T.

Okay. I*m here for my

concerns about these bus cuts and living
in late hours last service. I have nieces
and nephews that work on North Hills and 1
live in Bellevue. They live in Penn
Hills, but they will go all across town to
work. And 1f they stop the last bus at
11:00 at night and they don*"t get off work
until 11:00, I don®"t know how they going
to get home from North Hills to Penn
Hills.

And two, 1 don"t see why you
have all these buses coming to Oakland.
We"re short on 1i1t. Just looping around 1in
a circle for nowhere. You have buses
going to nowhere, then you want to raise

the bus fare to where? What we going to
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do when you raise the bus fare? Hop bus
to bus. And then you got to wait for only
certain buses to take you to Oakland.

I work out here 1n Oakland.

I work at a Pitt University across the
street. And I1*ve been working there 45
years and I never had problems getting any
bus from Downtown Pittsburgh to Oakland or
from Oakland back to Downtown.

Then when you®"re standing
there waiting for a bus to take you
Downtown, when you get off work, four
buses going past you, all of them say
short when you get the next two, and then
I missed my connection Downtown. And i1f
you eliminate certain buses on the north
side or Brighton Heights or Bellevue
anywhere, i1t"s going to make i1t hard for
people to get around.

You have --- a lot of these
companies are hiring, but they"re hiring
for hours, closing hours. How are you
going to close if you have no bus to get
home? Everybody doesn®"t have vehicles and

I"m sure everyone sitting up here on this
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here podium don®"t take a bus to work.

And when you ride that bus, you see how we

feel. Then you give us some other thought
about eliminate service. Because you call
it PRT regional. It"s not regional

anymore. It*s picking and choosing right

now what you want to do.

So to me, please do not
eliminate any services or cut any fare ---
you know, raise the fare of eliminate any
service or eliminate bus service. Take
that into consideration and --- please.
Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Juanita.

MS. KNIGHT:

Okay.
MODERATOR:

And just a reminder, the
purpose of today®s hearing is for us to
receive public comment. So if we"re not
commenting or responding, that®"s why.

MR. NICKLOW:

Ariana Lucia Aguilar.

As a reminder, please state
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your name and spell it for the recorder.
You will have three minutes to speak with
a one minute remaining.

MS. AGUILAR:

My name is Arianna Aguilar.
A-R-1-A-N-N-A, last name A-G-U-I1-L-A-R.

Hello. My name is Arianna. |
am a resident of Millville. I work with
refugee youth and their fTamilies. And
like most of my clients, | cannot drive
and rely primarily on PRT for both my
professional and personal life.

The current level of service
is already unsustainably low. Because
there is no crosstown bus to Millville, my
spouse must drive me across the bridge to
Lawrenceville to get the 64 to my offices
in Squirrel Hill, where I work primarily.
Or 1 must walk a long way through the
dangerous crossing of East Ohio and the
40th Street Bridge. The bus 1s 1Infrequent
and unreliable. So logistically, this
commute is very challenging.

I also take the bus all over

the county for my job. For example, to
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get to Carrick, Brentwood and Baldwin for
youth programs, 1 take the 2 to Downtown,
which only comes once an hour, and then |
transfer to one of the 51s which are often
too full on my way back as kids getting
off school fTill the bus.

We need more trains 1in
Pittsburgh, not less. l"ve relied on the
T to get to South Hills Middle and
Brashear from Downtown, which i1s a rare
respite from being stuck in traffic caused
by cars. I then walk 20 more minutes to
my destination because there i1s no direct
bus route to the largest public school 1in
the city.

Like my clients, I struggle
to get to where I need to be due to the
prioritization of cars over people and
transit. Kids have difficulties getting
to school, families cannot be active 1in
the school community and are unable to
attend school events.

Transit iIs the number one
barrier we face In our work as many

families are also unable to take advantage
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of our programs which help them and their
kids acclimate and thrive In their new
community because transportation is such a
difficulty.

Additionally, paying the fare
for each family member over TfTive 1is
already cost prohibitive for large
families.

The effects to my community
of the gradual loss of transit have
already been devastating. Allegheny
County already has a huge drunk driving
problem. It will only get worse. My
neighbor will lose the only bus he can
take to go to work on McKnight Road.

Another rider on the 2 said
iT they take this, they might as well put
us In jJail. Transit is freedom of
movement. It 1is a right. We need faster,
more abundant transit for the city to grow
and thrive economically i1n addition to
safer streets for humans and not cars.

And I"m emotional because every day | fTear
for my life because of people 1n the

streets 1n the city who threaten my life
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daily with their vehicles.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MS. AGUILAR:

Everyone will benefit fronm
better transit and more thriving small
businesses, safer streets, less traffic
and space recovered for parking on
highways. What we have already i1s far
below what we need and losing 40 percent
of service will be a death sentence for
the city and region.

We demand a funding source
that treats our public transit like the
essential service i1t 1s and that can, at
minimum, restore PRT to 2019 service
levels. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Arianna.

MR. NICKLOW:

Sania Jones. Sam Salopek.
Lorita Gillespie. Edward Kearns.

We"ve reached the edge of our
allowable time to get ahead. Is there

anybody who i1s registered to speak present
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that would like to do so early?

Is there anybody who would
like to speak who has not yet registered?

Please state your name
clearly and spell it for the recorder.
You will have three minutes to speak with
a reminder at the one minute remaining
point.

MR. GREEN:

Sean Green. I"m here to save
ACCESS because we really need i1t, because
where 1 am, 1 cannot take the Port
Authority bus because 1t"s not accessible.
And 1 don"t like the --- 1 don"t like the
--- 1 do not like the budget cuts.

I ride practically every day,
and I need my ACCESS to be attached
because that®s how 1 get around. And 1

would be at home with nothing to go to if

I was --- 1f I was not able to go out.
And I go out a lot. And I use a lot of
ACCESS. I use 1t for church. I use it

for my dances, my activities that I go to,
which 1s practically every day, every

night.
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I want --- and I --- and 1
don"t --- and with the price going up with
ACCESS, 1 don"t --- 1 mean, I"m not made
of --- I"m an individual with a

disability, and I do not have that money

to throw around to put all toward my

transportation. I need help.
I would lose --- and I like
the drivers that I ride with because |1

ride with different carriers every couple
weeks. They“"re real nice. They“"re very
helpful.

I would like to see --- 1
would lIike to have my transportation paid
for because 1f the ACCESS goes up, 1 don"t
think 1 could afford it, but I"m trying to
--— 1"m just telling you how it @Is because
I --- and 1 do not like --- 1 like --- 1
don*"t like to transfer. N ---.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MR. GREEN:

I would prefer --- 1 would
prefer --- because a lot of people around

my neighborhood uses ACCESS, and if they
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lose 1t, we"re all stuck.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Sean.

MR. GREEN:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

349

Sania Jones. Sam Salopek.
Lorita Gillespie. Edward Kearns. Christy
Seichtor. Nicole Hyslop. Ryan Matthews.

Please state your name in the

microphone and spell it for the recorder.

You will have three minutes to speak with

a reminder for one minute remaining.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Hello. My name is Ryan
Matthews. That"s R-Y-A-N, Matthews with
two T"s. That"s M-A-T-T-H-E-W-S.

So hello, 1"m Ryan. I am a
University of Pittsburgh alum. And 1 rode

the T here and the bus here today.

So 1

came from the end of the Silver Line, went

through Downtown, and then picked up one

of the 61 and 71 buses between Downtown

and Oakland.

So I went to Pitt between
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(814) 536-8908

Inc.

427




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N RN NN N DN R P R B B R R R R
a A W N B O © OO N O O b~ W N P+ O

350
2014 and 2018, and I was what we called a

commuter. So I Lived in the South Hills.
At that time i1t wasn"t the Silver Line,
but it was by Washington Junction. So 1
could walk from my parents house down the
hill, get on at Washington Junction and 1in
about 25 minutes you would be Downtown.

So that was pretty sweet.

I"m not sure 1if 1t"s still
true today, but at the time when |1 was
going to Pitt, you had a student ID card
and as part of your tuition you got a Port
Authority pass. It s now called
Pittsburgh Regional Transit. So as a Pitt
student I was able to ride anywhere 1in
Pittsburgh, any bus, any train, even the
incline that I wanted, just scan my ID and
go for it.

So for four years 1 took
advantage of that to the fTullest. Every
day, Monday through Friday I was going
between the South Hills and Oakland to go
to school. A bunch of my student friends
would ride to the grocery store or

wherever they wanted to go on the bus.
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So that was pretty important

to me. I think that®"s pretty useful. So
I think that®"s something that we should
obviously continue.

I guess another little thing
to add is last night 1 rode from my
parents house at Washington Junction, like
I told you, back down to my house on the
Silver Line and I got on the train at
Washington Junction at ---.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Thanks.

I got on the train at
Washington Junction at 11:56 p.m. So 1
also knew that there®"s two things there.
One is that the Silver Line is one of the
proposed line cuts and two is that no
servers would be running after 11:00 p.m.
so that®"s a double whammy. Two things
that wouldn"t work out for me there.

So anyways, | obviously would
like this funding to go through. I would

like to still be able to use all these
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things and I would like people after me to
still be able to do things like commute to
University of Pittsburgh using their Pitt
I1D. So please get Pittsburgh funded and
thanks for your time.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Ryan.
MR. NICKLOW:

We*ve reached the edge of our
registered list. Is there anyone
registered to speak later who would like
to speak early?

Is there anyone who has not
vyet registered who would like to speak?

Please come down, state your
name. Spell it for the recorder. As a
reminder, you®"ll have three minutes to
speak and get a reminder at the one minute
to go.

MS. LONGSTREET:

Hi, my name is Cheryl
Longstreet, C-H-E-R-Y-L,
L-O-N-G-S-T-R-E-E-T.

I"m sorry, I"m not really

prepared. But earlier someone said
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they"re lucky because they have a car. I
too have a car so I can get where I need
to go and where 1 want to go.

The reality i1s my husband
doesn™"t drive, so I"m the driver in the
family. Unfortunately, 1 have a condition
that®"s eventually going to impact my
ability to drive. And so we will be
obligated to take the buses everywhere.

We still take the bus a lot.

And what 1 want to do this
morning Is speak on behalf of the City of
Pittsburgh. Already our city i1s being
impacted mightily by reduction in funds to
our universities, which are our biggest
employers. We"re being impacted in the
arts. I was just reading an email from
one of the art places that we support, and
they“"ve jJust lost all their grants fronm
the federal government. We also know 1in
the city that many of the buildings that
are down there have had their taxes
reduced. And so the money coming into our
city 1s greatly reduced.

And I just feel making these

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

431




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N RN NN NN R P R BB R R R R
a A W N B O © 0O N O O b~ W N P O

354

kind of cuts, these eliminations to the
Regional Transit System i1s just the last
naitl in the coffin for a city that I Ilove,
that I was born into, which I chose to
move back to as a retired person because
of the transportation, the arts abilities,
the chances to participate in the arts, 1in
sports, 1n all sorts of things. I mean,
on Sunday we had what? What were they
saying? 200,000 people In town or some
crazy thing and for the marathon.

So I don"t want to see my
city die. And I think reducing the
services like that 1s jJjust not okay.

Thank you.
MODERATOR:

Thank you, Cheryl.
MR. NICKLOW:

We"ve come to our ten minute
break. We will now take a brief pause.
This hearing will go off the record during
this time. Thank you for your patience.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS HELD.)
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MR. NICKLOW:

All right.

We"re ready to resume the

hearing. A reminder that this session 1is

being recorded and transcribed by a court

reporter. IT you do not wish to be

recorded, please exit the room now.

355

Each speaker will have three

minutes to provide public comment. When

called, please approach the speaker-®s

table, clearly state your full name and

spell it slowly for the recording before

starting your speech.

Cheryl Longstreet. Tia
Gamboa .

MS. GAMBOA:

Hello. My name is Thea
Gamboa . First name i1s T-H-E-A. Last name
G-A-M-B-0-A. And 1 live iIn the 15227 ZIP
code.

Can I start? Okay.

MODERATOR:

Yep, go ahead. Take your
time. You"re good.

MS. GAMBOA:
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Il work at JFCS, where 1

support Iimmigrants In our community.
Today 1 want to highlight how proposed
cuts to public transportation could harm
not just individuals, but the local
economy as a whole.

According to the new
Americans in Pittsburgh Report by the
American Immigration Counsel, Iimmigrants
contributed about $3.5 billion to the
city"s GDP, making up 11.1 percent of the
total. Immigrants helped stabilize
Pittsburgh®s economy, offset population
decline, and maintain vital tax revenue.

Between 2014 and 2019,
Pittsburgh®s overall population shrank by
1.3 percent, while the immigrant
population grew by nearly 19 percent.
Without that growth, our population
decline would have been even more severe.

Across the Great Lakes
region, Iimmigrants are revitalizing
communities, opening businesses,
supporting essential industries like

healthcare and manufacturing, and helping
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reverse decades of stagnation. But
without reliable bus service, many of
these workers simply won®"t be able to get
to their jobs. It"s unrealistic to assume
that families living paycheck to pay can
afford a car jJjust to stay employed. Some
may take on debt to do so, but many won-®t
have that option.

Cutting bus routes such as
the 28X to the airport, where many
immigrant families are employed, 21
Coraopolis to get Downtown, 93 and 64
Hazelwood and Waterfront to Lawrenceville,
where many clients work, risks
destabilizing the very workforce that 1s
helping Pittsburgh grow.

You can see in this room the
many immigrants JFCS serves would be
impacted. All the people standing up are
staff members who are holding a paper.
Each paper shows a different zip code
impacted by the proposed eliminations and
reductions of routes. Each paper shows
the number of clients JFCS served in that

zip code 1In the years 2023 and 2024.
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Look around you to see all
the clients iImpacted. You"ll see that the
total across all ZIP codes is 2,327. The
number reflects clients 1n only two of the
programs in our department, ---

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MS. GAMBOA:

-—-—- sOo It doesn"t even
account for all the clients we serve.

And 1t certainly doesn®"t account for the
many more immigrants living in Pittsburgh
who don®"t receive our services.

We strongly urge PRT to
consider the broad and serious
consequences these cuts would bring, not
only for immigrant families, but for
businesses and the economy at large.

In Pittsburgh, continued
investment in public transit is essential
to keep our workforce moving, our
neighborhoods thriving, and our economy
growing. Cutting these services doesn-™t

jJust limit mobility. It undermines the

people and industries driving our city
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Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Thea.
MR. NICKLOW:

Aneesa Fulton.

As a reminder, please state

your name and spell it slowly for the

recorder. You will have three minutes

with a reminder of one minute remaining.

MS. FULTON:

Okay. Good morning. My name

is Aneesa Fulton, A-N-E-E-S-A,

F-U-L-T-

O-N.

I"m a resident of Allegheny

County and a caseworker at JFCS, where 1

work in

Service

the Refugee and Immigration

Department. Today 1 want to share

two stories that highlight the very real

consequences of the proposed bus route

cuts. Stories of individuals whose

health,

safety and livelihoods would be

put at risk 1f these changes go into

effect.

So the first story i1s of a

woman who depends heavily on public
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transportation. She regularly uses the 87
bus from her home, along with the 77, 93
and 54, to get to critical medical
appointments. She"s a single woman living
with a respiratory condition that makes
walking even short distances extremely
difficult. She must carry an oxygen tank
wherever she goes, making routine tasks
like grocery shopping or laundry,
physically taxing. She has no nearby
family or friends to assist her.

IT the 87 1s eliminated, she
will no longer be able to walk the
additional distance to an alternative
stop. There are few job opportunities
near her home and there®s a serious safety
concern due to the absence of sidewalks 1in
her area. While she qualifies for MATP,
it"s only through bus passes, not door to
door services.

So without these routes, she
would lose access to her doctors. Her
medical needs are complex and require
travel to multiple specialists across the

region, not all 1n one place.
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The second story is about a
14 month old child living with a lifelong
illness. This Ffamily relies entirely on
the 20 and 88 bus routes for access to
medical care and work. The child*s
condition prevents them from attending
daycare, which in turn prevents the mother
from working. This places the burden of
income entirely on the father, and if
those routes are cut, his ability to get
to work would be seriously compromised.

Virtual appointments aren"t a
viable option for this family either.
They also need to access pharmacy for both
mental and physical health medications,
again via the 88 bus.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MS. FULTON:

While we recognize the
difficult position PRT 1s in, we urge you

to consider the human cost of these

service reductions. These are not just
numbers on a spreadsheet. These are
lives. These are people who are simply

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

439




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N RN NN NN R P R B B R R R R
a A W N B O © 0O N O O »~h W N P+ O

362

trying to survive in an already fractured
economy . We are pleading with you to hear
their stories and explore alternative
solutions that don*"t further marginalize
our most vulnerable neighbors. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

Kristin Abdullah.

Please state your name and
spell it for the recorder. You will have
three minutes to speak. A reminder at one
minute remaining.

MS. ABDULLAH:

My name is Kristen Abdullah,
K-R-1-S-T-E-N, A-B-D-U-L-L-A-H. And 1"m a
resident of Pittsburgh and a caseworker
who Works with refugees and immigrants at
JFCS Jewish Family and Community Services,
where we are all from.

I want to share a story that
shows how essential public transportation
is not just for becoming self sufficient,
but also for building a life 1In a

community.
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One of our clients i1s a

single mother with three young children.
She relies on the routes P78 and 1 to get
her kids to daycare so she can work and
afford rent. The only daycare she could
find 1is a long walk away along busy roads,
unsafe and difficult with three small
children.

Now that two of her kids are
in school, she still needs the bus to get
her youngest to childcare and herself to
work. She lives in a neighborhood where
no one speaks her language. The bus has
been her lifeline, not just for practical
needs, but to connect with other Swahili
speakers in the city as well.

She faced major barriers.
She never learned to read as a child
because of the conflict and lack of
schooling in the country she fled. But
she figured out how to use the bus
anyways. She learned complex routes, she
made multiple transfers, and she traveled
long distances just to find a sense of

belonging.
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Thanks to the bus, she®s

improving her English, holding a job and

buitlding sustainability. But if she loses

access to routes P78 or route 1,
everything she®"s worked so hard for could
unravel. Her job would be at risk, her
mental health would suffer, and her
child®"s care could be disrupted.

The story isn®"t unique.
Many families depend on these routes to

survive and thrive. And 1 urge you to

reconsider these cuts as they would have a

serious human cost. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

Gale Albright.

Please state your name fTor
the recorder and spell 1t slowly. You
will have three minutes to speak with a
reminder at one minute remaining.

MS. ALBRIGHT:

Thank you.
My name is Gale Albright,
G-A-L-E, A-L-B-R-1-G-H-T.
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I live in Polish Hill. I
took the bus here, the 54D, to get here
today. And I use that bus for multiple
reasons. For example, getting to
healthcare appointments at West Penn
Hospital and also to get into Oakland.
Very difficult to drive, park in Oakland.
And this is a wonderful way.

The 54D, in particular, the
stop at Heron Avenue and Dobson Street is
what allows me to use this bus route to
get to medical appointments and also other
neighborhoods like the Strip district, the
South Side, the North Side.

The bus way down at the
bottom of the hill is impossible for me
and many of my neighbors to get to. It"s
very steep hills, very long, many steps,
and 1t"s simply impossible for many of us
to get down to and get back up out of.
That"s where the importance of the 54d and
particularly the stop at Heron and Dobson
is very important to us.

We also have a senior

building in Polish Hill, the John Paul
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Plaza. Again, many of those people ride
that bus to get around the city to
appointments and other necessary
activities.

So I"m asking if you could
Please keep the 54d route to allow our
mobility through the city. It also
connects us with the airport, just with
connecting in Oakland, which is very
important as well. So appreciate your
listening and thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Gale.
MR. NICKLOW: Thomas Ogden.

Please state your TfTull name
in the microphone and spell 1t slowly for
the recorder. You will have three minute
to speak and a reminder at one minute
remaining.

MR. OGDENE:

Yes, my name is Tom Ogden,
T-0-M, O0O-G-D-E-N. I*"m a neighbor of the
person who just spoke. My concerns are
very, very similar, i1if not exactly the

Same.

366
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One of the things for me

personally, 1 can get on and off Polish
Hill in many forms, but primarily I"m here
for my community. I could bike where |1
need to go. I could walk down that hill,
down Heron Avenue to get to Liberty Avenue
where there could be a connection. But
there are many, many people in my
neighborhood who cannot, including my
wife. That hill"s steep, 1f you"re at all
familiar with 1t. So it"s truly
impossible.

And 1 want to reilterate.
John Paul High Rise is chock full of
people who are disabled, and they rely on
that bus to get off of that hill, whether
they"re coming to Oakland or Bloomfield,
where so many of their services are.
Shopping, medical care, or just the
ability to enjoy life. Take a walk, maybe
go to have a cup of coffee or a
restaurant.

In fact, on the way here, |1
noticed somebody with a navy jacket on, an

elderly woman. And because 1"m involved
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with the VA as well, I created a
conversation with her. And she happened
to live on John Paul Plaza and she
expressed to me her use of this bus.
She®"s new to the city. She moved here
because her daughter®s fTamily is here.
She moved from --- 1 forget where. She
told me, oh, North Central Pennsylvania.
So she®"s one example of somebody who*s
from John Paul Plaza who I jJjust happened
to meet on the bus on the way here.

Let me check my notes, make
sure there i1sn"t some specific that 1 nm
missing. That®"s pretty much 1t. I want
to say thank you for the opportunity to be
here. It"s gratifying to be able to have
a voice. Thank you very much.

MODERATOR:

Thank you for joining us
today, Tom, and for providing us your
comment.

MR. NICKLOW:

Daniel Rojas.
Please state your fTull name

and spell it for the recorder. You will
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have three minutes to speak and a reminder
for one minute remaining.

MR. ROJAS:

D-A-N-I1-E-L, R-0-J-A-S.

I live in 15132 area code,
the Mon Valley, and bus service iIs very
bad. We used to have a train that rode
from Versailles, stopped in McKeesport,
stopped 1n Braddock, and went to
Pittsburgh. That was back in the 80s, way
before a lot of people®™s time.

There®™s no bus service In the
Port View, Liberty Borough area. And 1t-"s
horrible. I live up on a hill. For me to
get down to the bus stop, I got to walk
all the way down the hill. There®"s not a
sidewalk, and 1f 1t 1s, 1t"s crooked and
lopsided. You got to walk in the street
and then you have to walk back up the
hill.

I have pulmonary fibrosis.
It s a lung disease that®"s no cure for.
And I jJust want to say we don"t need these
--—- anymore cuts because of this budgets

or whatever. They need to go to the big
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politicians and bring it to the office and

say, hey, we need this service for these

people to have to work and go back and

forth. Thank you for your time.
MODERATOR:

Thank you, Dan.
MR. NICKLOW:

Wayne Reno.

Please state your name and
spell it for the recorder. You will have
three minutes to speak with a reminder for
one minute remaining.

MR. RENO:

My name is Wayne Reno,

W-A-Y-N-E, R-E-N-0. I"m from Bethel Park.
Moved there 1n 2019. My wife and I bought
a house there. One of the primary reasons

was the proximity to the Silver Line.
I m concerned about any of these cuts for
everybody involved, but I thought 1°d come
and speak about my neck of the woods.

My daughter and her husband
and grandkids also bought a house right
there in Bethel Park by the T for going
into PNC for him and SAP for her. And we
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all like to use 1t for work, for shopping,
for recreation, for sports. It"s just ---
I mean, 1t"s so convenient to be able to
do that and to go down to the Montour
Trail and library or come all the way into
town for cultural events or the sporting
events or to shop or just walk along the
river.

It"s jJust a way of life there
in the South Hills. And of course, 1 was
disappointed to see that because of the
$100 million funding shortfall for next
year, that 1t would get cut, which is what
obviously brought me here today.

I mean, aside from being
convenient, 1t"s a charming way to travel.
l"ve been riding on the trolley since
being a kid in the 50s, so. And 1 know
there was a debate, what, 45 years ago
about eliminating rail service to the
South Hills in favor of buses, and that
got eventually shot down. We ended up
with the T service.

Just thinking of a couple

alternatives 1f the Silver Line does get
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discontinued, which I hope 1t won-"t,
consider the possibility of running a bus
from library to get us up to Washington
Junction for a transfer. Perhaps,
alternatively, keep the Lytle Station open
and stop 1t there. That was --- you know,
some of that was redone recently. Some
way to get us at least onto the tracks
from the library section forward.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MR. RENO:

And then, you know, if all of
that fails or 1f the line 1s shut down,
certainly entertain the possibility of
turning that into a rail trail. That way
at least we could walk or bike. For me,
for local shopping, 1 could walk right
into Bethel Park or bike up and down to
the Montour Trail. So hopefully that
would also be considered.

I mean, i1deally, if it gets
shut down, we get bus transport to
Washington Junction and a viable biking

and hiking trail there for the rail bed.
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And that®"s 1t for me. Thank you for your
time. I appreciate the chance to talk
today.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

Eric Cox. Please state your
name and spell it for the recorder.
You"ll have three minutes to speak with a
reminder for one minute remaining.

MR. COX:

Hello, 1t"s Eric Cox,
E-R-1-C, C-0-X.

I m here today because 1 do
think we should be supporting the PRT and
investment in it, because without i1t, 1t"s
just another death of death blow to
Pittsburgh. The city"s already dying. |
mean, | just saw the report about
Allegheny County. The area i1s shrinking.
Without the PRT, 1t"s going to shrink
more. We"ll eventually just become a
college town, which I think is kind of
funny considering the universities don-"t

really contribute that much to public
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transportation, which I find to be really
a lost opportunity.

As you go down 5th and Forbes
here, there®s a number of stops that CMU,
Pitt, UPMC take advantage of, yet they
don®"t really want to contribute that much
to the city. So I don"t know why we have
as many stops in that area as we do. We
could put one at one end, one at the
other, and then i1f the UPMC, Pitt or CMU
would like to contribute to extra bus
stops, there would be an opportunity for
them.

I also believe, though, that
we should be looking at fixing the systenm
that®"s 1n place. I use the bus a lot,
multiple times throughout the day. And
there are routes with nobody on them for
long stretches, routes that could be
somehow consolidated in mid parts of the
day to work more efficiently.

But 1 also have one more
concern. We have a big draft coming up
next year and there®"s been a huge

commitment by the State Department, the
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city, the area. Two months before the
draft, we"re planning on getting rid of
most of this transportation. I*d like to
know all these people that are coming into
the city and are forced to stay on the
outskirts because we don®"t have enough
rooms, how are they going to get into this
city? Well, they 1l probably take public
transportation, but how are they going to
get back out of the city? Because at
11:00 there®"™s not going to be any option
for them except maybe Uber, Lyft. Those
rates are going to be great. It*"s going
to be a great, great view for those coming
to visit the city. It*s going to make
Pittsburgh look really, really great.

So this time to shine our
return on investment, 1t"s going to be a
failure because we"re not going to have
restaurants and bars open because
employees, they®"re going to have to leave
early because they®"re going to have to
catch public transportation home.

So I know Shapiro just 1s

squeezing another 292 and a million into
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the budget. This will be available next
year . I*m fairly confident of that. But
after the draft, when are we going to fix
it? When are we going to support 1t?
Because after the draft that money 1is
going to go away. Are we going to get the

money back to fix the problem or are we

just going to get the money and continue

doing the same thing? Thank you for my

time.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Eric.
MR. NICKLOW:

Nicole Hyslop. Nicole.

Cassandra Masters.

To keep from getting ahead,

is there anybody who i1s registered for a

later time who would like to speak early?

Is there anybody who has not

yvyet registered who would like to speak?

When you come down, please

state your name and spell 1t for the

recorder. You will have three minutes to

speak with a reminder for one minute

remaining. And we would ask you register
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after you speak.

MS. GRINBERG-LIMONC:

Hi, my name is Tatiana,
T-A-T-1-A-N-A, Grinberg, G-R-I1-N-B-E-R-G,
Limoncic, L-1-M-0-N-C-1-C.

I am from the zip code 15206
but 1I'"m originally not from here. I am an
immigrant from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. As

you can see, my English is very, very

close to perfect. And I work at JFCS. |
am a Pitt graduate. I jJust graduated this
May . And I have a health condition. I am

very, very, very privileged to live five
minutes away from the bus stop from 67 and
69. And that®"s the route I took every day
to Pitt. And that"s what allowed me to
get my degree with very little help from
mobile assistance.

And 1 feel like me personally
because 1 Immigrated here, but everyone
from my organization, i1t iIs our duty and
my privilege to be an English speaking
immigrant, to be a abled body for the most
part immigrant, to come here and plea for

the ones that can®"t be and that can®t
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communicate with you in an effective
manner .

So 1if I have the honor and
the privilege to do that, I do believe
everyone around me should as well. We
serve a lot of people and a lot of
families that faced extreme conditions 1in
their home countries. And while 1 also
have the privilege to be here for my
education and not fleeing, I think once we
get to here to Pittsburgh and to the city
that welcome us, we should be given the
exact same opportunities to thrive. And
ifT the bus is what it takes, then let"s do
it, you know? So yeah. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

Is there anybody else who has
not registered yet who would like to
speak?

As a reminder, please state
your name, spell it for the recorder.

You will have three minutes to speak. A

reminder for one minute remaining. And i1f
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you haven®t registered, please do so
afterwards.

MS. SIPLAK:

Thank you.

My name is Sarah Siplak,
S-A-R-A-H, Siplak, S-1-P-L-A-K. I"m a
resident of 15206.

I have a child who goes to
Pittsburgh Public Schools. When he was
attending Kappa, he was given a bus pass
to get to school starting 1n seventh
grade, which made me very nervous. But
our fTamily is very fortunate that we live
within the city limits. We are a two car
household between my husband and 1. Our
son will soon have his license and will
likely get his own car.

And I"m not here to speak on
behalf of my family. I*"m here to speak on
behalf of the many, many students who
attend Pittsburgh Public Schools and need
the bus to get to and from school. And
their parents need the bus to get to and
from schools for events, to see their

children perform in sports, perform in
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musicals, things of that nature.

We®"re so fortunate to live 1n
an area where we have a very large school
district that allows for students to
commute from long distances to get to
various schools through the Magnet
Program, which is also undergoing a lot of
changes currently, but 1t makes our region
so vibrant and full of diversity, which 1s
so Iimportant to why we chose to come and
live in this region and live 1In an area
much Blarger than the small towns where my
husband and 1 both grew up.

I know for a fact that we
lose a ot of the young people that come
here to go to school, whether 1t"s for
their original schooling, elementary all
the way through high school, or for
furthering their education. IfT we don™t
have the ability to allow people to live
outside of the city and get to the places
that they need to go, as someone who spoke
earlier said, we"re going to lose a lot of
people who rely on this public

transportation.
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I urge you to think about the

ramifications of these cuts that not only
are affecting the community of families
that my agency works with and many other
agencies, but also families that do not
have the ability to purchase a car and to
drive and to find parking. So please
think about all of the families that have
children that are attending schools and
rely on public transportation. Thank you.

MODERATOR::

Thank you, Sarah
MR. NICKLOW:

Nicole Hyslop.

Okay.

Since we don"t have anybody
else registered right this second, 1if
anybody would like --- remaining would
like to make a second statement, you may

come up.

Okay. It looks like we got
someone else who"s registered. Sarah
Siplak. I apologize. I think that 1is

--- people being filled 1in who did not

register yet.
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(WHEREUPON, A BRIEF PAUSE WAS HELD.)

MR. NICKLOW:

We will now take a break.
We will resume at noon with our next
scheduled speaker. The hearing will go
off recording for this time. Thank you
for your patience.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS HELD.)

MR. NICKLOW:

Okay.

We are ready to now resume
the hearing. A reminder that this session
is being recorded and transcribed by a
court reporter. IT you do not wish to be
recorded, please exit the room now.

Each speaker will have three
minutes to provide public comment. When
called please approach the speaker-®s
table, clearly state your name and spell
it slowly before beginning the recording.

Cassandra Masters.
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MS. MASTERS:

Good afternoon. My name 1is
Cassandra Masters, C-A-S-S-A-N-D-R-A,
Masters, M-A-S-T-E-R-S.

So yes, thank you so much for
providing this opportunity. I am the
Associate Director with Age Friendly
Greater Pittsburgh. We are part of an
international movement started by the
World Health Organization dedicated to
making our region more inclusive and
respectful of all ages.

The World Health Organization
has deemed transportation as a core part
of livability and ensuring that we can all
thrive as we age.

Our region has the second
oldest population that®"s over the age of
65 when compared to other regions 1its
size. We®"re second to Palm Beach,
Florida. I"m not sure what the transit
service in Palm Beach, Florida looks like.
It"s probably a little different. But PRT
service 1s a phenomenal asset for our

growing aging population. We see this
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population as a unique asset and an
opportunity so long as we build
communities for i1t.

We hear the term aging in
place, but what we advocate for i1s aging
in community. For the most part, older
people do not want to age in place or 1in
their living room. None of us do. We
don"t want to be confined to our homes.

We want to participate in the communities
that we call home and we want to make our
own decisions and exercise choice. That
is not possible without transportation
access.

These cuts would dramatically
impact quality of life for our neighbors.
All six of our age friendly neighborhoods,
for example, would see a major reduction
in PRT service. And this spans the county
and demographics. Coraopolis, McKeesport,
Sharpsburg, the Hill District, Clairton,
Beechview. Cuts 1In these communities
would mean loss. Loss of economic
opportunity, loss of social ties, and yes,

even loss of life due to the social

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

462




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N RN NN N DN R P R B B R R R R
a A W N B O © OO N O O b~ W N P+ O

385

isolation that being forced to stay at
home would bring.

ACCESS specifically provides
about one million trips a year across the
County. And for many people with
disabilities, ACCESS i1s their transit.
Please protect the service area, the ADA
minimum service area.

Please also fight to cap the
fares at the current top fare level of
$5.25. Many of the riders that use ACCESS
are barely affording that and they simply
will not afford anything higher than that.
Even 1f people could afford other options,
there are not many accessible options out
there. Uber and Lyft do not have
accessible transportation options. We
need to protect accessible transit.

I also want to raise that
many people think about ACCESS i1n terms of
the medical trips that they provide, which
is of course critical. But what people
often don"t know about ACCESS i1s all the
other trip purposes that they provide.

Work, grocery stores, senior centers,
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public parks, birthday parties, funerals,
mental health treatment, and even PNC
Park. We recently took a group of 40
Coraopolis residents to PNC Park wusing
ACCESS, and many of the people who went
hadn"t been there in 20 years.

All of these trips are
essential. We cannot cut service 1In a way
that only supports medical trips. We need
to protect all types of trips.

I want everyone to imagine if
the only time you left your house was to
go to a medical appointment. That 1s my
grandma®s experience in rural Pennsylvania
because she doesn®"t have access to public
transportation. That 1s what would happen
ifT access service was cut and fares went
up -

Public transit is not just
nice to have, 1t"s an essential need, like
access to clean water and electricity.
Investing in PRT and access means
investing in our health, our economy, our
communities, and our quality of life

across the lifespan. Thank you.
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MODERATOR:

Thank you, Cassandra.

MR. NICKLOW:

Anna Fato. Can you come up,
please? State your name and spell it
slowly and clearly for the reporter. You
will have three minutes to speak and a
reminder at one minute to go.

MS. FATO:

How many minutes did you say
to speak? I"m sorry.

MR. NICKLOW:

Three minutes.

MS. FATO:

Three minutes. Okay.

Better be fTast. Hi, I"m Anna
Fato. Anna Maria Fato, proud Iltalian
immigrant in America. Came to Pittsburgh
when 1 was three years old. I am here
today because 1 live nearby. I could walk

over from North Belfield Avenue and La
Condo.

I came home June 30th of last
year to help with the care of my mother

who sadly has dementia. I came home after
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14 years in Zurich, Switzerland. That™s
why 1*"m here today.

I m a 20 year veteran of
General Motors. My last year as a GM, 1
had a new company car every three months
fully paid for by the company. I have
living --- I have been living 14 years 1in
Zurich, Switzerland without a car.

I paid for a garage the fTirst

18 months because | thought I was going to

get a car. I love cars. I always had a
car. And then after 18 months I*m like,
why am I paying for this expensive garage

in this expensive city? And I"m not using
it. So I gave it up and I stayed without
a car.

When people ask me what do 1
miss the most of living in Europe, | don-~"t
say the chocolates or the Alps. I say the
public transportation system.

And I"m here by myself. |
have no children, never married, sadly.

I always say the man upstairs had another
plan for me that I never understood.

But anyway, 1 had to go to
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the airport for the Ffirst time. So I went
to see this 28X, you know, this Airport
Flyer. How fast can | get there? I could
be at the airport in Zurich to the
Hopbahnhof, the main train station, 1In
nine minutes when 1 would land in Zurich.
And I found i1t takes about roughly an hour
to get to the airport with 28 stops |1
think i1t i1s. Twenty four (24), excuse me,
24 stops.

So I“"ve been making some
comments on LinkedIln when 1 see some posts
about the new airport, like when are we
going to have an electric train or high
speed service, please, to the airport?
Like half an hour or less. Why 24 stops?
Why does it have to go to Robinson Town
Center where people have to shop?

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute.

MS. FATO:

Thank you.
So you®"re looking at a baby
boomer. My niece, all my friends, young

kids all tell me that they --- the one ---
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they“"ve all left. One®"s in England, one®s
in Montreal. They cannot live in a city
without good public transportation because
they“"re experiencing it. You"re looking
at a baby boomer who"s saying the same
thing.

So when you get used to
public transportation, it iIs amazing. It
doesn®"t mean we stop buying cars, it
doesn"t mean we don*t love cars. But we
know when to use cars, when not to use
them. And going to the ailirport here in
Pittsburgh, you know, 1 really would love
to have a real Airport Flyer that can get
me there in half an hour to and a half an
hour back. A special lane. I was
looking, as my friend was driving me to
the airport last week to go to Montreal.
I was looking at this one area. I said,
here"s a perfect spot for a lane of
something.

Stadler Train Swiss, let"s

get them here. They“"re doing that 1n
Chicago and other cities. Let"s jJjust not
reinvent the wheel. Let"s look at what
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other cities In America are doing and
let"s bring a little bit of the Swiss
precision and efficiency and timeliness
here too. Because this 1Is a great city
and I"m here because 1 care. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

Shawn Pastor.

When you come down, please
state your name and spell 1t clearly and
slowly for the recorder. You*"ll have
three minutes to speak. We will give you
a warning at one minute to go.

MR. PASTOR:

Shawn Pastor, S-H-A-W-N,
P-A-S-T-0-R.
I*m actually here because the

Red Line does not have enough service.

They have --- they had service, but 1t got
cut. I honestly, 1 have to take other
options like 38, 36 and 41. Those routes
are going to be cut. I can®t have that.

It*s way too ridiculous how

that Red Line gets packed with people.
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The 36, 38, 41 does not. That®"s why the

ridership levels on those routes are low
because no one®"s riding 1t. We cannot
afford to have those routes eliminated or
cut because people rely on them,
especially in Green Tree and in Mount
Lebanon and South Hills Village.

That 36 of South Hills
Village, it"s not good with ridership.
We can"t --- we cannot have that 36 also

eliminated because people utilize that to

go to the mall from Banksville. That™s
their only option. And 1f you cut that
36, 1t"s over fTor them. It*s going to be
a lot of people upset. And 1f that i1s not

taken care of, there®"s going to be a lot
of people upset citywide, with all these

routes are going to be cut citywide.

It s not --- this 1s --- 1t"s not good.

I grew up in 1994. The
systems back then were --- the system back
then was fTantastic. You had 24 hour
service. You had tons --- you had tons of
service, tons of connections. What are we

--- what are we doing? I mean, seriously,
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what are we doing? The system back then
was thriving with service. Now, nothing.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MR. PASTOR:

lt"s not even close to what

we had 1n the past. We can"t keep doing
this. We cannot keep having service cut
like this. Please don®"t do this to us.
Because we use the service. We utilize it
every single day. It s not good. We
can-t. We can®"t have that.

So please, please do not cut

any more service. Get the funding, keep
the funding. Don®"t spend i1t on stupid
stuff. Keep the funding. Keep 1t for

stuff that we need, not the stuff that"s
being spent on a BRT project that we ---
there®"s no need for 1t. Cleveland needs

it because they don®"t have any other

option. We don"t have that. We have all
these other --- we have all this service
in Oakland. We have all this service 1in
Squirrel Hill. We do not need a BRT to

make 1t better.
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The BRT, i1it"s for other

cities. LA has 1t. We don"t need that.
We jJust don-t. We don*"t need none of
that. We need to keep the service how 1t
is. We need to seriously look at the
bigger picture here. Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Shawn.
MR. NICKLOW:

Karen Smith.

When you come down, please
state your name slowly and clearly and
spell it. You will have three minutes to
speak. We will give you a reminder at one
minute to go.

MS. SMITH:

Karen Smith, K-A-R-E-N,
S-M-1-T-H.
We can"t do the job with half

the tools. We have the buses and the
people now. We need to receive the
reliable, dedicated funding. We should

not have to pick up the pieces of a once
thriving system that should never have

been let to fall apart in the first place.
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We should not be left

stranded by a system that 1s needed by all
now and always. Don®"t leave us stranded.
Please fund public transit. This money 1s
needed more now than ever before.

Even though the pandemic
killed some of 1t, we cannot let that
damper our spirits and our drive to get
what is needed to keep people connected
far and wide, whether 1t be in Allegheny
County, Washington County, Beaver County,
any county in Pennsylvania, 1in
Philadelphia and all over the other
states, we are all 1In 1t together. IT we
can"t work together to get what is needed,
it"s going to fall apart even worse than
it IS now.

We don"t need band aids. We
need permanent, reliable, dedicated
funding for something that 1s needed for
now and in the future. You may be able to
drive a car now, but who®"s to say 1In ten
years you may not be? And you, yourself
might be relying on the bus. And 1f 1t"s

not fixed now, who®"s to say you“"re going

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

473




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N RN NN NN R P R BB R R R R
a A W N B O © 00 N O O b~ W N P+ O

396

to have that bus i1n ten years when you
need 1t?

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.

MS. SMITH:

So please fund public transit
for all who 1s needing 1t now and forever.
Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Karen.

MR. NICKLOW:

Renee Wright.

You can come on up, Renee.
When you come up, please state your name
and spell it clearly and slowly for the
recorder. You will have three minutes to
speak. We will give you a reminder at one
minute to go.

MS. WRIGHT: Renee Wright,

spelled, R-E-N-E-E, W-R-1-G-H-T. My ZI1P
code i1s 15218.

So Iit"s Important to maintain
lines through all city neighborhoods and
surrounding boroughs for commuters and

others that rely on public transit as
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their only means of transportation to get
to work, stores and appointments.

But actually today 1 wanted
to speak from the perspective of other
riders like me that mostly used public
transit more for leisure activities. And
cutting off service at 11:00 p.m. will
have an adverse impact on getting around
the city for these recreational activities
and also the service workers that work at
restaurants and different venues
throughout the city.

When the i1nitial bus line
redesign was Ffirst announced, I read an
article that quoted a PRT representative
in saying that it was not only to service
underserved neighborhoods for those that
relied on public transit because they
don"t own vehicles, but also to iIncrease
ridership for those that do own vehicles.
But now with these new proposed cuts,
that®"s counterintuitive to that initial
idea with cutting off service at 11:00

p.m.

Since moving to Pittsburgh
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around four years ago, I actually have
never driven Downtown. But I do own a
car. But 1 go Downtown very often,

especially on the weekends and sometimes
during the weekdays. I Just choose not to
use my car so I don*"t have to deal with
the traffic, pay the exorbitant parking
fees, try to find parking, or technically
have to worry about driving after maybe
having a couple cocktails.

When 1 am Downtown, 1 also
visit other areas such as the Strip or the
North Side and either walk there or take
transfers from the bus or the trains
respectively, depending on where 1I™m
going. And often on those trains,
especially going to sporting events,
they“"re filled with other fans going to
these events as well. And as you know,
sometimes with sporting events you can-™t
guarantee that they"re going to end at
10:00 or 10:30, especially going into
overtime.

MR. NICKLOW:

One minute remaining.
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MS. WRIGHT:

Thank you.

So I think this will have an
adverse effect on these different cultural
events or venues. And many cultural
groups are already struggling with
subscribers and are trying to offer
different incentives like free Uber rides
and such. But it would be obviously more
beneficial to have these public transit
services available to people after 11:00.

And 1 also just think again
about all the service workers working 1in
Downtown and other neighborhoods that
maybe can®"t guarantee that they®"re going
to be done working to catch that 11:00
bus. And how is that going to affect them
being able to find employment.

But also these businesses,
especially the small businesses and local
owned businesses that are already
struggling trying to find service workers,
it"s going to limit the pool of potential
applicants even more.

So in conclusion, 1 just fTeel
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we actually need a more robust public
transit system, not a downsized system to
support the people that already live here,
but also to attract new people and
businesses to our area as well.

And just kind of put as a
last thought, just think about what®s
going to happen when we have the NFL draft
here and we have all these visitors to our
city that maybe are flying in or taking
other transit means to get here and won-"t
have vehicles and actually want to really
utilize all the services In our city.
Thank you.

MODERATOR:

Thank you, Renee.

MR. NICKLOW:

Rebecca McTaggart.

Anybody else registered to
speak at a later time that would like to
speak early, you®"re welcome to come up.

Anybody who has not yet
registered to speak that would like to

come up.
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(WHEREUPON, A BRIEF PAUSE WAS HELD.)

MR. NICKLOW:

I"d like to check again if
anybody has not registered who would like
to speak or who has registered for a later
time who would like to speak early.

(WHEREUPON, A BRIEF PAUSE WAS HELD.)

MR. NICKLOW:

I"d like to make one more
call for anybody who has not received
registered and would like to speak or who
has registered for a later time and
willing to speak early.

(WHEREUPON, A BRIEF PAUSE WAS HELD.)

MR. NICKLOW:

It is now 1:00 p.m. As
publicly advertised. We will now take a
break and go off the record from 1:00 pm
to 3:00 p.m. This public hearing will

resume at 3:00 p.m. Thank you.
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* * * * * * X *

HEARING CONCLUDED AT 1:00 P.M.

* * * * * * X *
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify, as the
stenographic reporter, that the foregoing
proceedings were taken stenographically by
me, and thereafter reduced to typewriting
by me or under my direction; and that this
transcript Is a true and accurate record to
the best of my ability.

Dated the 20th day of May, 2025

] /
P ! "-_ ¥ | _:'l
‘Chelsea’ Clrry,

Court Reporter
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LOCATION: Soldiers & Sailors
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4141 Fifth Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15213
WITNESSES: None offered
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P R OCEETDTI N G S

ATTORNEY CETRA:

To order. As a reminder,
this hearing is being recorded and
transcribed by a Court Reporter. So if
you do not want to be recorded, please
exit the hearing room now.

A couple additional
reminders. Each speaker has up to
three minutes to provide public
comment, and should come up to the
speaker®s table when called upon and
state their name clearly and spell it
for the Court Reporter before beginning
to provide your public comment.

Additionally, the purpose
of this public hearing 1s for PRT and
ACCESS representatives to receive
public comments. So, our staff will be
listening to your comments, but we will
not be answering questions or actively
responding to your comments. Any

questions, or if you want additional
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information on the proposed service
reductions and fare iIncreases, we do
have PRT staff members stationed
outside the hearing room, and you can
see them with any questions.

So with that, we will go
ahead and call up our next speaker.

MR. NICKLOW:

Next on our list is Linda
Warman. Linda, 1f you“"re present,

please make your way to the speaker”®s

table.

MS. WARMAN:

Is this working?

MR. NICKLOW:

Yes, you should be good.

MS. WARMAN:

Okay.

My name®s Linda Warman,
L-I-N-D-A W-A-R-M-A-N. I emphasize on

the spelling, sorry.

I*m Linda from Duquesne,
the side of town that®"s nearest
Kennywood. I ride the 59, the 53, the
61C, and the 55N. And 1 live in the
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Parkview Manor Apartments Hilltop

Complex, which we have done. Now, [I"ve
take --- 1"ve taken public transit all
over. I also have all sorts of

appointments like cardiologist, PCP,
foot doctor, diabetic. And 1f I can
get to an event like a ball game,
that"s 1f the tickets are low enough
for me to afford.

But anyway, when I also
have my caregiver with me, she rides
the bus too, and she®s never rode ---
until she met me, she®s never rode a
bus. But we have been there.

Now, I have also noticed
that there®"s a lot of buses being cut
completely, like the Trafford, the
Bower Hill, the 53L, which I"ve taken a
lot of times. And 1 could run out of
breath reading the whole list, believe
me . But, we are i1n danger. Those
residents and as well as other
communities are running --- are going
to wind up losing their lifelines.

Because they can®"t, some --- most of
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those people that ride buses currently,
that I noticed, don®"t have a car.

Don®"t have anybody to help them get
around, and that®"s not good.

But what I"m asking you
guys to do is to urge our state reps
and our state senate, also if we can
get the Congress down in D.C. to also
look our way. We®"re just asking you
guys to help us, us residents of
Pennsylvania, to actually get some
attention here for our transit. Not
just for the Philadelphia side and all
the little guys iIn between, but also
for Pittsburgh, because we get the
shaft most of the times.

But what I"m saying 1is,
we need dedicated funding, not another
band aid. Because we shouldn®t have to
pick up the pieces of the public
transit system that was once a very
thriving system. And even as today,
should not be allowed to fall apart.
So, we need this bus. We need the

buses. We do not have a choice
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anymore. We need them. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Next on our list 1s Jacob
Schmidlapp.- Jacob, 1Iif you®"re present,

please make your way to the speaker”®s

table.

MR. SCHMIDLAPP:

Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen of the panel. Name"*™s
Jacob Schmidlapp, S-C-H-M-1-D-L-A-P-P.

I"d like to begin with,
I"m certainly an outlier here that 1
have dependable transportation on my
own . However, I am --- certainly
attempt, 1f at all possible, to take
public transportation, if at all
feasible. No matter how long it takes,
I like to drive --- ride on Port
Authority.

That said, as the
previous speaker mentioned, our system
had been at one time thriving all over
the county. Several cuts later, there
are entire townships that, such as Pine

Township. I routinely go for athletics
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up there. I cannot get to Pine
Township. No matter how hard I try, |1
can"t do i1t. Go to McCandless and take
a cab.

And that said, even with
further cuts, certainly as draconian as
the ones I1*"ve read in this pamphlet are
cutting service up to 50 percent and
leaving dozens of other townships
completely unserved, 1s --- would then
create cascading cutbacks. No Ffurther

people can take the bus? Well, then

ridership®s down. Oh, we cut funding
because ridership®s down. Less
funding, less buses. Round and round

we go, and we may not have transit in
the next 20 years at all.

That®"s --- that®"s about
1t. That, yeah. Ridership®™s already
dwindling from what i1t was ten years
ago. Ten more years, we won"t --- may
not have any. And certainly for the
rest of the people who are dependent on
it, they can®"t get to their doctor”~s

appointments at all, never mind twice

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

493




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o o0 A W N —» O

414

as long as 1t takes now. Basic travel
would be impossible. That"s all.
Thank you much.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Jacob. Next
on our list 1s Stan Covert. Stan, if
you"re present, please make your way to
the speaker®s table. Stan Covert?

Patrick Conners?

MR. CONNERS:

So I"m actually waiting
for a colleague. She should be here 1in
about 20 minutes. I scheduled myself
for 4:25, but they said they*"ll shift
me up earlier. So if I can wait until
3:30.

MR. NICKLOW:

That®"s Ffine.
MR. CONNERS:

Perfect, thanks.
MR. NICKLOW:

Is there anyone else who
is scheduled to speak at a later time
that would like to speak now? Is there

anyone in the audience who 1s not
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registered, but would like to speak now
and register after?

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

Next on our list is Stan
Covert. Stan, 1f you"re available,
please make your way to the speaker”®s
table.

IT there is anyone 1in
attendance who 1Is registered to speak
at a later time and would like to do so
now, please make your way to the
speaker®s table. IT there is anyone 1in
attendance who has not registered.

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
And to help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name and spell it
slowly and clearly before you begin
speaking.

MS. UJHAZY:

Hi, my name is Kathy
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Ugjhazy, U-J-H-A-Z-Y.

Hi. I have three Pitt
students. One®"s going to med school 1in
the fall, and 1 have a rising senior,
and I have a rising sophomore who*s

with me, and specifically my youngest
here. We are from the west area. We
live in Moon, and he was 16 when he was
hired at the Target in Moon Township.
And he loves that jJob. And he chose to
go to Pitt instead of Penn State
because he could take the 28X bus from
here to Target every weekend and work
while he was attending school.

So that was actually the
only reason why he chose Pitt over Penn
State, because the program at Penn
State was a little bit stronger than
what he"s studying. But his job was
important to him. So reducing either
the 28X that would go to IKEA or the 29
bus that goes to Robinson, for him as a
student, would really affect him. The
convenience of it and the safety of it,

I don®t want him transferring downtown,
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early or late, and different things.

So I don"t know 1Ff you
guys know, but my husband®s a pilot for
Delta. And those 28X buses can be
really full, and they®"re a good service
to the airport, but they®"re also really
filled with people working in that area
in Robinson. So I"m here jJjust to
represent that sort of area.

I also teach at Robert
Morris, so I know a lot of my students
take 1t. They"1l park their cars at
IKEA and different things for different
reasons. But that®"s all 1 want to
address today.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Kathy.

Stan Covert. Stan, if
you"re present, please make your way to
the speaker®s table.

IT there®s anyone who 1s
scheduled to speak later and would like
to do so now, please make your way up
to the speaker®s table. IT there®s

anyone here who 1s not registered to
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speak, but would like to do so, please
make your way to the speaker®s table.
(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

IT anyone in the audience
IS registered to speak at a later time
and would like to do so now, you may
step up to the speaker®s table.

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
And to help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name and spell it
slowly and clearly before you begin
speaking.

MR. MOHAN:

Hi . My Ffull name 1s
Ramakrishnan Mohan. It s R-A-M-A-K-R-
I-S-H-N-A-N. Last name 1s spelled M-0-
H-A-N. I jJust go by Krish.

Il work at Chartiers
Center. We are a behavioral health,

IDD, and housing nonprofit based out 1in
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Bridgeville. And we polled our
consumers to see how this cut and bus
elimination 1s going to impact them.
And what we found i1s that a lot of our
mobile clients who are 1In our case
management programs and in our more
intensive housing programs are going to
be the ones that are most affected.
We"re looking at upwards of 57 to 75
percent of folks who are using public
transportation on a regular basis to go
to work, and even higher than that to
get treatment, particularly from us or
from other providers across Allegheny
County.

So, to us fTolks in the
mental health world, we see that as a
major barrier to folks that have come
really, really far, especially after a
major pandemic that has affected so
many people®s mental health. People
that have been able to keep stable
income, stable housing, been able to do
social and recreational things to help

improve theilr recovery. This cut 1is
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going to impact them negatively in a
pretty substantial way, and possibly
even Increase the homeless population
that we see 1In Pittsburgh today. Make
the housing crisis a little bit worse
than what it already is.

So, I don"t know how ---
how much that this can kind of change,
but we would hope that better access to
public transportation and more
frequency of buses iIn the future will
help. And because 1t"1l definitely
help our consumers. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you. Thank you.

IfT anyone iIs present and
IS registered to speak at a later time
and would like to do so, please make
your way to the speaker®s table. I f
anyone has not registered to speak and
would lIike to do so, please make your
way to the speaker®s table.

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.

And to help our Court Reporter, please
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state your fTull name, and spell it
slowly and clearly before you begin
speaking.

MS. GREENWAY:

Great. Hi, my name 1is
Sydney Greenway, S-Y-D-N-E-Y.
Greenway, G-R-E-E-N-W-A-Y.

I wanted to share that
I*m a part of a large group of Pitt
students who are passionate about
public transit, passionate about
mobility, and urban planning. And we,
in general, are concerned about how the
funding crisis will change our access
to different parts of the city. Many
of our students did not --- do not have
a car on campus because we"re students,
but also because we"re passionate about
using alternative modes of
transportation for the environment.
For, you know, just enjoying the city.

And 1 wanted to share
that many of our members have been
canvassing businesses and putting up

flyers. We have been meeting with
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state representatives and writing to
our legislators. And we"re meeting
with Pitt administration to do
everything in their power to support
PRT through this funding crisis, and
hopefully return funding or grow
funding to you as an organization.

And I just wanted to say
for the record that we know
transportation is importantly a right.
People should have the right to move
through the city, in --- throughout the
city for jobs, for housing, for medical
services, et cetera. And 1t"s also an
amenity that impacts people®™s decision
to move to Pittsburgh and also to stay
in the area.

And so, for the future of
Pittsburgh, 1t"s vital that we restore
or maintain these services and ensure
that they do not drop. Growing them
back would be jJjust so difficult. And
so, yeah, that®"s just what I wanted to
share. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:
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Thank you, Sydney.

Next on our list is Stan
Covert. Stan, 1f you"re present,
please make your way to the speaker”®s
table. And as a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
To help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name, and spell it
slowly and clearly before you begin
speaking.

MR. COVERT:

Good afternoon,
everybody. My name®s Stan Covert for
the record.

I am a resident of York
Commons. We"re located at Penn Avenue
and 40th Street on the borderline of
Bloomfield, Lawrenceville. And I™m
here to speak on behalf of those
residents who use ACCESS. And a lot of
them use ACCESS. They don®"t want to
see that service get cut or their fares
go up.

Also, I"m speaking on

behalf of those residents who use
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public transit like myself, as I™m
still able to get on the bus, okay?

And public transit means to me iIs iIt"s
a valued asset to all of our
communities, not just here in Allegheny
County, but Beaver, Washington. Let"s
go far east to Philadelphia, all right?
And 1 was an activist for
public transit for 12 years. And 1 was
with Save Our Transit for nine of those
12 years. And Linda was part of us,
okay? And you know what? Our mission
was dedicated funding. And we bend our
backs. We went to Harrisburg a lot.

We talked to senators and

representatives, we even went to county

council. And 1t"s like, look, public
transit is a valued asset. It"s ---
it"s not luxury. It"s a necessity.

And 1f these cuts go through, then look
out. 111 tell you what®"s going to
happen.

It"s going to feed iInto
inflation. Inflation right now is four

years old, and prices at the grocery
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stores have gone up. And everything

from foods to cleaning supplies,

toiletry supplies. And 1 got this
paper right here. It says bus service
could see major cuts. The 89 that goes
up to Garfield there. And they don-~t
want to see cuts up there. But also, |1

know people that still ride the 71A
Negley that still go to work. They
want to see that bus go right back i1nto
downtown because this past winter, it
was brutal. And they would have to get
off at Oakland and stand there and wait
anywhere up to half an hour to get on
another bus to go into downtown to
work. And what happens is, 1If these
cuts go through, 1t will --- will feed
into inflation.

And how are these people
going to get to work? How are they
going to get home if there®s no service
after 11 o"clock, let alone they start
at 5:00 or 5:30 or six o"clock and
there®s no service? You see, | don"t

want to see service cuts. I know you
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guys don"t want to cut the service, but
it starts at the county level, and 1
haven®t heard much about that.

You know, in order to get
the money, the county has to match the
state for you guys to prevent this cut
from happening. What needs to happen
now is Pittsburghers for Public Transit

need to go to Harrisburg and have a

meeting with the governor, and --- and
say, look. We want this bill for life
this time. Because 1f 1t ain"t for
life, 1t°s another band aid. Another
band aid.

Thanks for allowing me to
share. Good luck, keep our fingers
crossed, and pray that cuts will not
happen.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Stan.
Appreciate you coming in today and
providing us your comment.

Next on our list 1s Mary
Ann Merranko. Mary, 1f you"re present,

please make your way to the speaker-®s
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table. Mary Ann Merranko.

McKinley Sconiers. As a
reminder, you have three minutes for
your public comment. And to help our
Court Reporter, please state your FTull
name again, and spell i1t slowly and
clearly before you begin speaking.

MS. SCONIERS:

My name is McKinley
Sconiers, M-C-K-1-N-L-E-Y S-C-0-N-1-E-
R-S.

And so, I am not
originally from Pittsburgh, but about

three years ago, I wanted a change of

scenery. I wanted to move out of my
hometown, and I ended up choosing to
move to Pittsburgh. And a large part

of that reason was because of the

public transit in the city. I don™t

have a car. Il don"t want to own a car.

I like having, like, having public
transportation as my main mode of
transportation. And I turned down man
other cities in this country because

Pittsburgh does have one of the best

y
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public transit systems in this country.
And 1 think it would be

so sad to see it all get cut the way it

has been proposed to be cut. There®s a

lot of businesses that 1 go to in,

like, Swissvale and Bellevue and the

South Hills that 1 exclusively take the

bus to that 1 cannot access any other
way . I can bike. I can"t bike there
without the bus. So, there"s a lot of

businesses that 1, and I"m sure many
other people, won®"t be able to go to.

I*m lucky enough that |
work here in Oakland, and I can take
the bus here. But all the people who
live in those areas that, Bellevue and
other areas, that can®"t get here
anymore, based on the bus, I don®"t know
how they®"re going to get here. And
there®"s also already no parking here 1in
Oakland. So, the 1dea of everyone
having more cars also doesn"t make
sense and Is not sustainable.

So, I think in a lot of

ways, these proposed cuts, for me
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personally, are really sad for, based
on why 1 moved to the city. And 1
think they®"re going to have a lot of
negative effects on the people who all
--- people who have moved here, but
also the people who have grown up here
and rely on the transportation. So,
thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you.

Next on our list 1s Mary

Ann Merranko. Mary, 1f you"re present,

please make your way to the speaker”®s
table.

Mark Schramm.

IT there is anyone in the

audience who i1s registered to speak at

a later time and would like to do so
now, you may wait --- make your way up
to the speaker®s table. IT there 1is
anyone who iIs yet to register and woul
like to speak, you may make your way u
to the speaker®s table now.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING

d
P
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THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

As a reminder, 1f there
iIs anyone i1n the audience who 1is
registered to speak at a different time
and would like to do so now, you can
make your way up to the speaker-®s
table. And 1f there i1s anyone who 1is
not registered to speak, but would like
to do so, you may make your way up to

the speaker®s table at this time.

MR. BROSNECK:

Hi. Hello. Yeah, so I™m
--—— 1I"m --- 1 pretty much ride public
transportation everywhere, you know.
So, like, 1 don®"t know, 1 could see it
sort of having ---.

MR. NICKLOW:

Excuse me, sir. Can you
state your name for us?

MR. BROSNECK:

I*"m Donald. Donald
Brosneck. I"m not on the list. You

said 1f there®"s anybody that wasn-"t.

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

510




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o o0 A W N —» O

431
MR. NICKLOW:

Oh, no, absolutely. We

just want to make sure we have you for

the record. Can --- can you spell your

last name? And then you can go ahead
and give your comment.

MR. BROSNECK:

B-R-0-S-N-E-C-K.
MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you.
MR. BROSNECK:

You"re welcome. So, 1t
could have a bad trip. I heard there
was supposed to be a lot of cuts. So,

like, people can®"t get to work, you
know what I mean? They have less
money . Some of the businesses might
have to start closing earlier or
something. You know, reducing their
hours, you know, bad for the economy.
Then, who knows? Maybe 1t could
actually cause the crime rate to go up

because people might, like, get

desperate because they have less money,

and then they might start walking
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around the street sticking people up or
something.

And because 1 remember 1in
the "80s and the "90s, there was people
like that around Pittsburgh a lot. And
now, you don*"t see them anywhere, you
know what I mean? And I, you know, 1
think it"s better without them, you
know. And, you know. And, you know,
Sso you keep the economy running smooth,
you know, people are happy. They feel
happy - They don®"t, you know, take ---
keeps crime down, you know.

You know, 1 don"t know.
Just --- it"s just a thought, you know.
You know, plus, you know, there®"s like,
you know, a lot of people, you know,
elderly people, you know, 1in
wheelchairs and all that, you know.

You know, or even just, you know, or
even, you know, 1t could --- it could
trickle down the whole economy. You
know, businesses, even, like, art shows
or something. People can®"t stay out as

late, you know. You know, just, you
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know, one thing leads to another, to
another, like dominoes, you know.

I don"t know. That"s
just how I"m thinking. Well, that~s
pretty much it.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Donald.
MR. BROSNECK:

Thank you, yeah.
MR. NICKLOW:

Next on our list 1s Mary
Ann Merranko. Mary Ann, i1f you~“re
present, please make your way to the
speaker®s table.

Christy Kuehn. Kuehn
(pronunciation)?

MS. KUEHN:

Kuehn.

MR. NICKLOW:

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
And to help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name again, and spell
it slowly and clearly before you begin

speaking.
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MS. KUEHN:

Okay.
Thank you. I was trying
to figure out who was speaking. My

name iIs Christy Kuehn, C-H-R-1-S-T-Y.
Last name 1s K-U-E-H-N. Okay . All
right.

Hello, everybody. I*m
here as a resident of Whitehall
Borough, someone who knows firsthand
the Iimportance of public transportation
for myself and my partner, and also for
many of my neighbors and friends in the
--- 1In the area.

Cutting the bus lines 1in
Whitehall and the neighboring
communities will significantly decrease
our residents®™ access to downtown and
other areas of cultural and industry
based importance. Fewer buses means
fewer ways to get to work, doctor-"s
appointments, and grocery stores. This
can lead to a negative economic impact
on our entire region. Fewer buses also

means fTew opportunities for people to
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visit their friends and family and
attend cultural events, and this can
impact the vibrancy of our community.
Public transportation 1is
a necessity for a vibrant, thriving
city. It"s not a luxury. And we know
that from history and other cities that
cuts and i1ncreased prices equal fewer
riders, which can then lead to even
more cuts. So | hope that these
decisions that impact so many inh our
region can be made with people at the
center, and the needs of our community
at the center, and not budgets and
spreadsheets. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you.

Mary Ann Merranko. Mary
Ann, 1f you"re present, please make
your way to the speaker®s table.

Mark Schramm.

IT there is anyone else
who 1s registered to speak at a
different time and would like to do so.

MR. CONNERS:
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Hello there. Thank you

all for putting this event together.

My name is Patrick Conners, and last
name®"s spelled C-0-N-N-E-R-S. I am the
Executive Director for the Quaker
Valley Council of Governments.

So, I"m just going to
read Iinto the record a correspondence
we wrote to PRT dated April 28th, 2025.
So, the Quaker Valley Council of
Governments 1s writing to express 1its
deep concern regarding the proposed
cuts and service reductions currently
under consideration by Pittsburgh
Regional Transit. Our organization
seeks to facilitate multi-municipal
efforts and implements efficient, cost
effective programming, and serves on
behalf of our 16 member municipalities.

Just for a visual, our
territory starts at the Bellevue
Pittsburgh City line and just kind of
follows the Ohio River and Route 65 all
the way to Beaver County. Public

transit plays a vital role 1in
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connecting our communities, to
employment centers, medical centers,
educational opportunities, and
essential daily needs. In particular,
the residents within our member
municipalities, many of whom are
seniors, individuals with disabilities,
and families with limited
transportation options, rely heavily on
the services provided by Pittsburgh
Regional Transit to maintain a quality
of life and participate fully i1in our
regional economy.

Under the current
proposal, which was announced on March
20th, 2025, the route --- sorry. The
route also, so these following routes
are being proposed to be either reduced
or completely cut. Route 13, Route 14,
Route 16, and the Route 19L.
Additionally, PRT i1s also proposing
that closure of three of their 79 owned
bridges. All three of those proposed
bridges are within our territory.

Those bridges are the Avalon California

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

517




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o o0 A W N —» O

438

Avenue Bridge, the Ben Avenue Church
Avenue Bridge, and the Emsworth Camp
Horne Bridge.

So lastly, the plan also
calls for a reduction in paired transit
access by 16 --- 62 percent. I all of
these proposed cuts would take effect,
nearly every resident within our member
communities would be detrimentally
impacted. The current PRT proposal,
particularly the closure of the three
neighborhood bridges, would also have a
disproportional negative impact in our
communities. Limited access and
mobility for vulnerable populations,
and risking greater i1solation and
hardship. Moreover, cutting service
now would undermine years of regional
planning efforts that aim to promote
sustainable growth, economic
development, and equitable access
across Allegheny County.

The QBCOG respectfully
urges PRT to reconsider the proposed

service cuts and engage directly with
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our member municipalities and leaders
across the region. Whether through
targeted adjustments or finding
partnerships, we believe there-s

opportunities to make these cuts less

detrimental to our region. I thank you

in advance for any consideration that

you have.

And 1 would note that Ms.

Silbermann did attend one of our Board

meetings on April 16th, so we do thank

her for her time there. Thank you
again for your consideration.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Patrick.

Mary Ann Merranko. Mary,

iT you"re here, please make your way to

the speaker®s table.

Mark Schramm.

IT there is anyone else
in attendance who 1s registered to
speak at a different time and would
like to do so now, you may make your
way up to the speaker®s table. I f

there is anyone iIn attendance who 1s
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not registered to speak and would like
to do so, you may make your way up to
the speaker®s table at this time.

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
To help our Court Reporter, please
state your name, your full name, and
spell it slowly and clearly before you
begin speaking. Thank you.

MS. MARZEC:

My name is Linda, L-I-N-
D-A. Marzec, M-A-R-Z-E-C. I live over
McKeesport.

I heard that you was

cutting bus fare, but I have a son
that®"s graduating this year. And he
just Ffinished --- he®"s going to finish

school this year, thank God for that.
But he"l1l be living over McKeesport
with me. Because last four years, we
got evicted out of our apartment.

I"m sorry. Il get
emotional when 1 talk.

MR. NICKLOW:

It*"s okay. Take your
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time

MS. MARZEC:

But for you to cut buses
where I am and my husband, i1it"s not
right. It s not cool. I don®"t need
this this year. Especially my son
graduating. And my Uncle Tommy, he
don*t have a car anymore. He lives 1in
Braddock Hills, Brinton Manor. It

takes me to go over there, maybe a fTull
day to go over there and get back home
where 1 am. Because | have to be 1in
before 12:00, midnight.

My stepmom don*"t like me

being out late. Because 1 live over
McKeesport. That®"s unsafe for me to
live there. And plus traveling, seeing

my son or, you know, being at one of
the school events. I can"t take that.
Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Linda.
Next on our list 1s Mary
Ann Merranko. Mary, 1f you"re present,

please make your way to the speaker”®s
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table.

George Karpacs. George,
iT you"re present, please make your way
to the speaker®s table.

Mark Schramm.

IT there®s anyone who 1s
registered to speak at another time and
would lIike to do so now, please make
your way to the speaker®s table.

IT there is anyone who
has yet to register to speak and would
like to do so now, please make your way
to the speaker®s table.

MR. SCHMIDLAPP:

Additional minute?

MR. NICKLOW:

Yes, thank you. Just do
us a favor, and jJust state your name
when you come back up. Thank you.

MR. SCHMIDLAPP:

Hello again. It*s Jacob
Schmidlapp, S-C-H-M-1-D-L-A-P-P.

Sitting in the back, a
couple points 1*d like to note. [

none of the personal stories hit home
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for Harrisburg, two points. The first
being, all these people from the far
flung destinations. It"s well known
around the country how terrible traffic
is In the city, and that 1s with
current transportation. Figuring even
iT everyone who already takes transit
is forced to take a cab, drive on their
own, traffic would be abysmal.

From McKeesport, it"s a
half hour drive. You sit on the

parkway, 1t"s 45 minutes, probably near

an hour. Moon, that®"s easily an hour
sitting on Green Tree Hill. It*s half
an hour by bus, 20 minutes. Same
token, the airport flyer. Welcome to
Pittsburgh. Your student just got
accepted Iinto Pitt. Welcome, glad to
have you. You now have to take three
buses to get to Pitt. Because the 28X,
you have to take --- go from the

aitrport to Carnegie, Carnegie downtown

since the 100 was --- or was 1t --- the
100. Take transfer downtown, go out to
Pitt. Easily an hour, if not longer.
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I remember back when the
28X was run on a motor coach. Thirty
(30) minutes, door to door. Lovely.
Absolutely lovely.

So, short version. Think
of the traffic. State would have to
pay for expansion of, highway
expansion. McKnight Road, Route 19.
All these will be unserved by city
buses. Cost millions a mile to expand
those. You®"ll be held accountable.
Why i1s the traffic so bad?

And once again, welcome
to Pittsburgh. You have to take three
buses and spend an hour and a half
getting to Pitt. Getting to the
football game. That"s, there we go.
Thank you, again, for your time.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Jacob.

Next on our list 1s Mary
Ann Merranko. Mary Ann, i1f you~“re
present, please make your way to the
speaker®s table.

George Karpacs.
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MR. KARPACS:

Yes.

MR. NICKLOW:

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
And to help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name again, and spell
it slowly and clearly before you begin
speaking.

MR. KARPACS:

Okay.

My name is George Karpacs
of 720 Royal Drive, South Park
Township, library section.

And I would say when |1
was a student here at the university 1in
1993, I was able to ride transit into
the city for $1.25 and a quarter for a
transfer, so I could go in and back for
$1.50. And --- and you managed to keep
the fares at a manageable level for a
long time.

And specific to today~"s
hearing here, because 1 live iIn the

library section, that"s the last stop
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on the, what was the Blue Line and

currently called the Silver Line. And
so, I have friends that rely on ACCESS
for dialysis and other things. And ---

and when they can®"t get the ACCESS,
they need to, you know, they®"re out and
about on other days of the week, and
they utilize the --- the Silver Line.
And this i1s a very vital link into the
South Hills. Not just South Park, but
Bethel, Castle Shannon, and other
neighborhoods.

And, yeah, we just
strongly encourage you to keep this
transit line alive, and i1t"s a vital
link and connecting these communities
with the city. And whatever you can do
to, you know, keep 1t --- keep 1t up
and running, I know i1t"s a funding
issue, and but just do what we can to
--- to try to keep this vital service
active. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, George.
MR. KARPACS:
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Yeah, thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Next on our list is Mark
Schramm. Mark, 1f you"re present,
please make your way to the speaker”®s
table.

IT there is anyone else
in attendance who 1s registered to
speak at another time and would like to
do so now, you may make your way up to
the speaker®s table. IT there 1is
anyone iIn attendance who has not
registered to speak and would like to
do so, you may make your way up to the
speaker®s table.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

As a reminder, 1f there-s
anyone iIn attendance who 1s registered
to speak at a different time and would
like to do so now, you may make your

way up to the speaker®s table. And 1f
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anyone has not registered to speak, but
would like to do so, you may make your
way up to the speaker®s table at this
time.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
To help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name again, and spell
it slowly and clearly before you begin
speaking.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Hello. My name 1is Ryan
Matthews, R-Y-A-N M-A-T-T-H-E-W-S.

So, hello again. I was
here at Soldiers and Saitlors this
morning. I"m Jjust doing this thing
where 1 like to tell you guys what I"ve
been doing, riding public
transportation. So I took the bus to

my employer®s headquarters i1n Uptown,
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that®"s near Duquesne University, to
attend a couple of meetings. So 1
walked out of here, and hopped on what
I think was a 61D. And then 1 shortly
after found out that it no longer goes
downtown, whoops. So I think the bus
driver told me that only the 61A and C
and the 71B does that now, out of those
two numbered routes.

So I"m a University of
Pittsburgh alum, and iIn the years 2014
to 2018, 1 would walk out of this very
building here jJjust to the front and get
on any 60 or 71 bus, 61A, B, C, or D,

or 71A, B, C or D. That"s eight
different buses. Not a care in the
world. Pretty much never checked the

schedule, and something always came
when 1 was getting in before an early
class or staying late doing whatever
college students do. I didn®"t worry.
Sometimes my friends and
family would ask me, does the bus even
run this late? Are you going to be

okay? And I said, yes, it does. It"s
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So what I"m really trying
to say 1Is that getting the expected
full funding for 2026 and beyond 1s
what 1 initially came here for, but
that®"s apparently not even enough
because there®"s less routes, when |1
wasn®"t paying attention, that got cut
in the meantime.

So I guess to
Pennsylvania or the federal government,
I*"m not sure of the exact funding
structure. Structure. Please iIncrease
funding so that we can bring back the
routes that existed before, in addition
to getting the funding that, you know,
we"re already trying to fight for.

I heard --- 1 heard
somebody say before the words reliable
and dedicated funding, and that sounds
like a good i1idea to me because 1 would
prefer that you could get distracted
for a couple years, and then come back
to visit Pitt and not find that things

have disappeared again. That®"s what |
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have. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Ryan.

Next on our list 1s Mary
Ann Merranko. Mary, 1f you"re present
please make your way to the speaker”®s
table.

Mark Schramm.

IT there®"s anyone else 1in
attendance who 1Is registered to speak
at a different time, but would like to
do so now, you may make your way up to
the speaker®s table. IT there 1is
anyone who has not registered to speak
but would like to do so now, you may
make your way up to the speaker-®s
table.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

ATTORNEY CETRA:

Okay.
It is approximately 4:15

p-m. here, so we are going to take a
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short break, and go off the record. We
will plan to reconvene at 4:25, give or
take a few minutes.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS TAKEN
DURING THE PROCEEDING.)

ATTORNEY CETRA:

Continue this public
hearing, so we"ll have our moderator
call up our next scheduled speaker, and
also encourage those who may be here a
bit early to come up and speak 1f we
have open slots.

MR. NICKLOW:

Next on our list 1is
Virginia White. Virginia, 1f you~"re
present, please make your way to the
speaker®s table.

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
To help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name again, and spell
it slowly and clearly before you begin

speaking.
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MS. WHITE:

Hello. My name 1is
Virginia White, V-I-R-G-1-N-1-A. Last
name W-H-1-T-E. My zip code i1s 15216.

I live in Dormont
specifically to take the Red Line to
downtown Pittsburgh, and then to take a
bus to Oakland where I go to school and
I work. I take a 61A, B, or C or a
71B.

During detours or
breakdowns, 1 take the 36 or 41 to or
from my home in Dormont. I don®"t have
a driver®s license A, due to an anti-
epileptic medication I"m on that makes
it unsafe to operate heavy machinery.
And B, I cannot afford to purchase or
maintain a car. I don"t really have
another option than public transit.

I have an associate”s
degree in biotechnology and worked 1in
molecular biology research before
becoming a sustainability coordinator
and laboratory technician at Pitt~s

public makerspace Open Lab. And 1
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woulld not have been able to get a
degree or work iIn research or
sustainability 1if public transit were
not available In Pittsburgh 1f these
routes were cut like they are planned
to be.

In the past, 1 worked 1n
food service as a wailtress and
bartender and would not --- and would
have been stranded i1f not for Ubers and
Lyfts when 1 finish night shifts. But
these cuts would result in skyrocketing
prices for ride shares, possibly making
it Impossible to get a ride home,
making 1t impossible to live in the
city 1if you don*"t have a car in a day
when cars are unaffordable and fossil
fuels are ruining our climate as we saw
on Tuesday. That 1s Just the
beginning.

So, I implore that
funding be approved and secured or |1
don*t know how I will get to campus or
work or how my husband or my coworkers,

my Ffriends will reliably and safely get
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around town. Also, this will
absolutely increase the incidence of
drunk driving and deaths due to drunk
driving. And that is my TED Talk. I
hope that public transit does not get
cut.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you.

Mary Ann Merranko. Mary,
iT you"re here, please come up to the
speaker®s table.

Mark Schramm.

IT there is anyone else
who 1s registered to speak at a
different time and would like to come
up now, you may come up to the
speaker®s table. IT there is anyone
who has not registered to speak and
would like to do so, you may come up to
the speaker®s table at this time.

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
And to help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name, and spell it

slowly and clearly before you begin

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

535




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o o0 A W N —» O

456
speaking.

MS. ZIMMERMAN::

All right.

Hello. my name 1S
Abigail Zimmerman, A-B-1-G-A-I1-L Z-1-M-
M-E-R-M-A-N. These are just a few off
the cuff comments based on my Qlived
experience here at my four years of
Pitt.

Over the summer, 1 had an
internship helping Title I schools
across the country. Most of these
kids, their parents could not afford
cars. The only way that they could get
to and from school reliably was through
buses. These are all entirely low
income areas. To my understanding,
many of these areas would have their
transit cut.

These kids are already
struggling enough as 1is. So, I implore
you to think about the multi-
generational impact that --- that this
would cause.

I had something else.
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I"m so sorry. Again, this i1s off the
cuff, but. Oh, yes. The next thing
that I wanted to ask, or 1 guess just
request that i1s sent to the citizens of
the 1Is what these people can do for
alternatives. Ride shares such as Uber
are --- can be extremely expensive.
They“"re not necessarily a sustainable
thing for people. During my time,
again, internships in the city, 1 would
have to take bus lines which are
already an hour long to begin with.
But oftentimes, I would have to take
many Ubers. As someone not jJjust living
off of minimum wage, these Ubers were
very expensive and took most of the
little Income that 1 was making to
begin with. And 1f someone has to rely
entirely on rideshares, 1 don~t
necessarily understand the point of
living In a city to begin with.

This i1s not an issue |I"ve
had in my time in Philadelphia or New
York. This was never an issue to begin

with in these areas. People come to
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these cities so that they can move to
and from, place to place, work to home
reliably. And 1f this happens to
Pittsburgh, 1"m very afraid for what
the ramifications will be long term.
Thank you for listening.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Abigail.

Ramesh Bamwani
(phonetic). Mary Ann Merranko. Mark
Schramm.

IT there is anyone else
who 1s registered to speak at a
different time who would like to do so,
you can come up to the speaker®s table
now . IT there is anyone who i1s has not
registered to speak and would like to
do so, you may come up to the speaker”s
table at this time.
(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

Our next scheduled
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speaker 1s Ramesh Bamwani. Is Ramesh
here? John Cole? Brian Hatgelakas?

MR. HATGELAKAS:

I°’m for 5:30, sir.
MR. NICKLOW:

Okay.

Is there anyone else here
who 1s scheduled to speak at a
different time and would like to do so
now? You can step up to the speaker-®s
table. And 1f there 1s anyone who has
not registered, but would like to make
a comment, you can make your way up to
the speaker®s table at this time.

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
And to help out our Court Reporter,
please state your full name again, and
spell it slowly and clearly before you
begin speaking.

MS. GREENE:

Hello. My name 1is
Kristen Green, K-R-1-S-T-E-N. Greene,
G-R-E-E-N-E. My zip code 1s 15120, and

I reside in Homestead, Pennsylvania.
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I reside at Homestead,
PA, and they®"re talking about cutting
the two express routes that 1 take, the
52L and the 53L, which gets me downtown
in five to ten minutes to get my other
bus that takes me to work rather than
the 61C, which take ---which takes
about an hour and is always crowded no
matter what time or day I get on that
bus.

My commute is already
long. And then with the two express

routes being cut, 1t"s going to make it

even longer. I like to ride them two
buses to save me time. Saves me at
least ten. Ten, 20 minutes rather than
an hour with the 61C. And there are so

many people that ride that bus to get
downtown. I really don®"t want to see
neither one of them get cut.

So many people depend on
public transportation. This will have
a huge effect on --- on so many
communities, and what the customers are

talking about, you know, it will not be
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good. I don"t own a car and honestly,
I don*t know when I"m ever going to be
able to own a car. So I depend on
public transportation. l"ve been
taking these buses for 20 years now.
And like 1 said, we don"t --- we don-"t
need any more cuts. It"s already hard
getting around as it is, and with the
cuts that they®"re talking about, it
will not be in the good thing.

So I"m just asking,
please do something to keep the buses
running because Pittsburgh needs public
transportation. Thank you for your
time.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Kristen.
Ramesh Bamwani? John
Cole?
(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

Our next scheduled
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speaker 1s Ramesh Bamwani. Ramesh, if
you"re here, please make your way to
the speaker®s table. John Cole?

IT there is anyone else
who has registered to speak at a
different time and would like to do so
now, you may make your way up to the
speaker®s table. IT there is anyone
who has not registered to speak and
would lIike to do so, you may make your
way up to the speaker®s table now.
(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

Ramesh Bamwani, 1f you~"re
present, please make your way to the
speaker®s table. John Cole. Mary Ann
Merranko. Mark Schramm.

IT there is anyone else
who has registered to speak at a
different time and would like to do so
now, you may make your way up to the

speaker®s table. IT there is anyone
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who has not registered to speak and
would lIike to do so now, you may make
your way up to the speaker®s table.
(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

Brian Hatgelakas.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Yes, I’m here. Would
somebody assist me?

MR. NICKLOW:

We"re on our way.
Someone 1s on his way right now.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Thank you, Don. How ---
how are you doing today? Good?

MR. RIVETTI:

Doing well. How are you?

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Good. I*"m going to be
listening to all these after I"m done
too. Is that cool?

MR. RIVETTI:
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Sure, sure. Absolutely.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Thank you.
MR. RIVETTI:

Podium or chair?

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Podium.

MR. RIVETTI:

Podium i1s right in front,
right there.
MR. HATGELAKAS:

Thank you. And the mic

MR. RIVETTI:

Mic iIs right here.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Okay.

I"m used to these things.
I majored in broadcasting, so are ---
okay. My name is Brian Hatgelakas, B-
R-1-A-N H-A-T-G-E-L-A-K-A-S, and I live
in the 15216 zip code where the 41 and
38 currently travel.

To take services away

from me, as a blind man who®"s been
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living with my disability for, since |1
was born, but who doesn®t treat it as
such, you®"d be putting me back a step
further in life.

I work too hard in life
to lose my independence. I rely on
ACCESS to get around where 1 need to
be. And I do not want to be denied any
rides to anywhere. I graduated
college, I have my bachelor®s degree.
I --- 1"m actually trying to get into a
career. Not just a job, guys. A
career that would make me --- that
would bring on different shifts, not
the typical 9:00 to 5:00, like maybe
the 2:00 to 10:00 shift or 10:00 p.m.
to 6:00 a.m. shift.

To discontinue services

on ACCESS after 11:00 at night would

--- would be devastating. You~d be
telling me no, that I cannot have this
opportunity that 1 want to have. And

also youd be telling me no to a lot of
stuff, too. To making a really, really

good wage, to owning a house, to
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everything I want in life. Even going
back to school here at Pitt 1if |1 want
to get a master”"s degree. You“re
essentially telling me no, that that
doesn™"t matter either because of
cutting services or making ACCESS very
unreliable. Too, and making --- and
--- and raising rates, too. That"s
unacceptable to me, too.

Please, I"m --- 1%"m
begging you all to --- to push hard for
funding and to push hard for what
Allegheny County needs and deserves,
not just a luxury, Tully funded
transportation. Thank you. That"s all
I have to say.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Brian. We
appreciate you coming in and providing
your comment to us.

Next on our list, Ramesh
Bamwani . Ramesh, 1if you®"re here,
please make your way to the speaker”®s
table. John Cole. Tayveon Kevin

Smith. Mary Ann Merranko. Mark
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Schramm.

IT there is anyone else
who 1s registered to speak at a
different time, but would like to do so
now, please make your way to the
speaker®s table. IT there is anyone
who has not registered to speak, but
would lIike to do so, please make your
way to the speaker®s table at this
time.
(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:

IT there is anyone 1in
attendance who 1Is registered to speak
at a different time and would like to
do so now, you may make your way to the
speaker®s table.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MR. NICKLOW:
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Our next scheduled
speaker 1s Jordan Tsigas. As a
reminder, you have three minutes for
your public comment. To help our Court
Reporter, please state your TfTull name
again, and spell it slowly and clearly
before you begin speaking.

MR. TSIGAS:

Jordan Tsigas, J-0-R-D-A-
N T-S-1-G-A-S, and I"m currently living
in Highland Park.

My Pittsburgh Regional
Transit story may be a bit different
from others you“"ve heard so far, as
l"ve only become a resident of
Pittsburgh as of four days ago. I am a
Florida native, and I was attracted to
moving to Pittsburgh during my ten
month internship here from the fall of
2023 to the spring of 2024. During my
ten months here, 1 quickly fell in love
with the city. It has a beautiful
history, a lived i1n charm, and a dense
urban area which, combined with 1i1ts

above average transit system, makes it
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a very livable city, even without
having access to a car.

I lived in Manchester
during my internship, and I commuted to
work via the T, taking it fronm
Allegheny Station to downtown. There
were occasional interruptions from
construction and other projects, but as
long as 1 was tuned in to PRT
announcements, I could get by.

Using the PRT also gave
me much better access to the city,
compared to my roommates who drove
around as having access to the whole
greater Pittsburgh area, especially the
South Hills with the convenience of the
T, enabled me to learn about and
explore the city with great freedom.

Now, after 1°"ve graduated
from Florida State University and
returned to Pittsburgh to work Tfull
time, 1 find myself worried and limited
by the iImpending transit cuts. The
system, which for me was a major

motivator for me to pick up my life and
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move to Pittsburgh in the first place,
is now limiting where I can choose to
live without risking losing access to
my commute to work. I am currently
living with a family who has offered to
put me up while 1 apartment hunt, but
the proposed cuts are severely limiting
where I can realistically search for
housing.

I have fTallen in love
with the city, but seeing so much of it
at risk as being cut off from me and
the further concern of having to leave
altogether 1f 1 can"t find reliable
transportation to work 1s very
disconcerting to me. I hope and pray
that a solution to this problem can be
found, not just but --- not just for
me, but for other people hoping to move
to the city, too. As without access to
reliable and widespread transit, moving
to Pittsburgh may remain a dream for me
and others like me. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:

Thank you, Jordan.
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MR. TSIGAS:

Thank you.
MR. NICKLOW:

Our next scheduled
speaker 1s Taveon Kevin Smith. Taveon,
iT you"re present, please make your way
to the speaker®s table.

Ramesh Bamwani. John
Cole. Mary Ann Merranko. Mark
Schramm.

IT there is anyone 1in
attendance who 1Is registered to speak
at a different time and would like to
do so now, you may make your way up to
the speaker®s table.

As a reminder, you have
three minutes for your public comment.
To help our Court Reporter, please
state your fTull name again, and spell
it slowly and clearly before you begin
speaking.

MR. GARGER:

Hello. My name is Alan
Garger, A-L-A-N G-A-R-G-E-R, and I™m

currently a resident of Lawrenceville.
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I*"m here today to say
that these cuts, long term, will end up
costing the City of Pittsburgh very
dually. Today, most of Pittsburgh 1s
within a walkable distance of a bus
stop. Studies have shown that
properties within a walkable distance
of a bus stop increased their land
value by up to 30. The City of
Pittsburgh states that $143 million
comes In from real estate tax per year.
IT we estimate that 35 percent of
Pittsburgh will lose service and cause
a 30 percent decrease Iin --- in land
value, Pittsburgh will end up losing
$14 million per year.

Many small businesses
also rely on public transit to generate
the revenue. Many of them will need to
lay off employees, iIncrease prices, Or
close entirely without readily
accessible public transit. Pittsburgh
brought in $220 million from income and
payroll preparation taxes.

Throughout the entire
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U.S., about 46 percent of --- of people

are employed by small businesses. [
we assume that 46 percent of
Pittsburgh®s population has a 35
percent decrease 1In income 1in
conjunction with these cuts, Pittsburgh
will lose an additional $35 million per
year.

Cutting public transit
also means that people will no longer
have a viable alternative to driving.
PennDOT states that there were 79 fatal
accidents in 2023 in Allegheny County.
We can expect this number to have
increased by at least 35 percent with
these proposed cuts, or 28 more deaths
per year solely due to people
increasing in driving.

The U.S. Department of
Transportation estimates the
statistical value of the life at $13.7
million. This i1s the expected economic
output of a person throughout their
entire lifetime. With 20 extra deaths

per year, Allegheny County will miss
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out on expected $383 million in
economic output for these people®s
lifetime. This only accounts for
deaths due solely due to car accidents.
With 35 percent more cars
on the road, you can expect 35 percent
more pollutants 1In the air. The
American Lung Association recently put
out a study saying that Pittsburgh 1is
the 17th worst special area in the U.S.
in terms of air quality, and --- and we
should not be gunning for number one.
With just a one day
decrease in life expectancy for
Pittsburgh®s 300,000 residents, we can
expect to lose $139 million iIn economic
output. These cuts will harm
Pittsburgh®s bottom line. PRT, the
City of Pittsburgh, and Allegheny
County should be stepping up to ensure
that these cuts do not go through. We
need to be generating more revenue here
at home, and ensure that funding for a
public transit is continued i1Independent

of the whims of state or federal
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politicians. And there are plenty of
ways to generate funding instead of
cutting existing lines.

PRT"s ridership remained
stagnant since 2022, and is down almost
40 percent pre-pandemic. This i1s at
the same time while --- on time
percentage is Jjust 66 percent for buses
and 83 percent for light rail. IT you
want people to generate revenue by
taking your service, make i1t better.

Additionally, we should
be considering other sources of @Income
like congestion pricing, which has
already shown promise in New York. We
can also consider increasing taxes on
parking or redeveloping our parking
lots to further spur usage of our
public transit system and to further
generate reliable funding.

This is a backbone to our
economy here in Pittsburgh, and it is
absolutely necessary that we keep this
stable. Thank you.

MR. NICKLOW:
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Thank you, Alan.

ATTORNEY CETRA:

Okay.

We"re going to go off the
record, take a brief break here. It 1s
5:50, and we plan to resume, assuming
we have speakers at, 6:00 p.m. Thank
you.

(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MS. NANCY:

It 1s now 6:05, and I°d
like to call the next speaker. The
next scheduled speaker, Jonathan Graham
Bernard. Is Jonathan Graham Bernard
here? Jonathan Graham Bernard. Okay .

Is Taveon Kevin Smith
here? Taveon Kevin Smith.

Is John Cole present?
John Cole? Okay.

We have a few speakers
that signed up to speak that did not

arrive at their time earlier today. Is
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Rebecca MacTaggart present? Mary Ann
Merranko? Or Mark Schramm?
(WHEREUPON, THERE WAS A PAUSE DURING
THE PROCEEDINGS.)

MS. NANCY:

Our next scheduled
speaker 1s Robert Helwig.

You"ll come up to the
podium and state your name clearly, and

you will have up to three minutes to

speak.

MR. HELWIG:

Okay.

Thank you. Good evening,
everyone. Thank you for your time. My

name 1Is Robert Helwig, R-0-B-E-R-T H-E-
L-W-1-G. I live in Polish Hill
neighborhood 1in Pittsburgh, 15219.

I am speaking today to
oppose the cuts, also share anecdotes
about how public transit has really
benefited me. And from 2021 to 2023, 1

worked for the State Rep. in Braddock,
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who 1s now our U.S. Representative.
But in early 2022, my car broke down.
I typically drove from Polish Hill or
the south side, where my significant
other lives, to Braddock. And then
from Braddock, uptown in the evenings
where 1 attended Duquesne Law at night.
Fortunately, living 1in
Polish Hill, 1 live on the P1 line. So
I could take the east busway out to the
end of the line in Swissvale, and then

hop on a 59 or a 61A to take me down

into Braddock. And 1 could do that 1in
reverse In the evenings, or |1 can take
a 61B all the way uptown. IT I was

staying in the south side, then 1 could

take an 81 or an 82 or a 54 up into
Oakland, catch a 61B.

But that job with Rep.
Lee and the education that 1 got at
Duquesne, extremely iImportant in my
life. And those were opportunities |
probably would have had to forego, but
for public transit. And I Teel like

everybody in this county should have
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those same opportunities to be
connected to the places and the people

that are Important to them.

And 111 --- 111 share a

little bit else. I*m an appointed
member of a city board that votes
focuses on developing and preserving
affordable and accessible housing 1In
the City of Pittsburgh. Thank you.
I*"m very concerned that if these cuts

and, you know, service rollback take

effect, the very communities that rely

on public transit the most, their
housing prices are going to go up for
no other reason other than, you know,
landlords can charge more for --- for
no Improvements they®ve made to the
property, but they just happen to
benefit from the reduction of service.
It would turn a public good into a
luxury, and push out the very people
who rely on that service.

So thank you for your
time this evening. Again, I"m speakin

in opposition of the service cuts.

g
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Thank you.

ATTORNEY CETRA:

Thank you, Robert.

NANCY :

Our next scheduled
speaker 1s Brian, 1 hope 1 pronounce
this correct, Hatgelakas?

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Hatgelakas.
NANCY :

Thank you.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

That"s me, Nancy.
NANCY :

Okay.

ATTORNEY CETRA:

One second, Brian. Hang
on one sec, Brian. We"re going to have
somebody assist you.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Sorry about that. Thank
you very much. Thank you, Don.

MR. RIVETTI:

No worries. Here, we®"re

going to step forward to the podium.
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The mic iIs here.

MR. HATGELAKAS:

Thank you. My name 1is
Brian Hatgelakas. That"s B-R-1-A-N H-
A-T-G-E-L-A-K-A-S. And 1 live iIn the

South Hills, the 15216 zip code.

Il*"m speaking tonight

because 1| do not want to see cuts
happen. I want to see Iimprovement to
service. Il --- 1 attended --- 1

attended college here in Pittsburgh,
and I remember living in the downtown
area in Point Park®s dorms on Wood

Street, and walking out of there and

getting on a bus, going anywhere within

ten minutes. This was back in the
early 2000s, mind you.

But as the cuts have

gotten worse and worse, busing has been

unreliable. Now, I do not want to see

that happen with ACCESS i1if the proposed

service cuts happen. I don®t want to
see ACCESS become a shell of i1tself.
As an ADA rider, 1 don®"t want to be

told no about rides I can®"t go to.
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What if I want to get my masters out

here at Pitt or someplace again, like
that? And they don®t arrive for me,
and the 41 and 38 won®"t be running, of
course, with these cuts, then 111 be
stranded. And 1if I"m stranded for
class, 1 wouldn®"t pass a class and be
able to graduate with a master -~ "s. And
what 1f I"m stranded for work? I
wouldn"t be able to make money, and
then 1"d be fired. So this whole thing
would be a domino effect.

And also 1f, like I heard
a kid from Florida say who moved here
because of the attractiveness of the
transit. In my case as a blind person,
ifT opportunities aren"t given to me and
are just taken away from me, then I
might just leave Pennsylvania
altogether and look for a state with
better services because there are
transit services because there are ---
there are those out there with better
services.

I*m willing to pay more
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for better service, not worse service
that"s a shell of i1tself. Please
reconsider. Thank you.

ATTORNEY CETRA:

Thank you, Brian.

NANCY :

I want to call up our
next speaker, Dorothy Sherman. Would
you please come to the podium and state
your name and spell that for us? And
you will have up to three minutes to
speak.

MS. SHERMAN:

Hello. My name 1is
Dorothy Sherman, D-0-R-0-T-H-Y S-H-E-R-
M-A-N. I am a resident In the
Manchester neighborhood, 15233, and 1™nm
here to speak against cutting the
Manchester PRT line, specifically the
18 and the 17 routes.

The current position 1is
that the 18 line is part of a very low
efficiency route, which is less than
100 riders per day. And then the 17 1is

categorized as a moderate efficiency
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route. So that would be reduced by 30

percent or more of weekly service.

My belief i1s that
shutting these roots are not the fTix to
your solution, especially with current
school closure proposals from the
school board and city discussions of
North Side and Esplanade development.
The Manchester area is already fTairly
isolated from the rest of the city
because of the rivers, and ten percent
of the residents in the neighborhood
don*t have a car. Cutting off lines to
the heart of the city would pose a huge
problem, especially when thinking about
last week®"s storm that left my
neighborhood without power for two
days.

Having a consistent and
accessible bus lIine Iin the neighborhood
meant people were able to go to the
grocery store. They were able to go to
work and get out to parts of the city
where there was power, and travel to

check up on friends and family who
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maybe didn®"t have the ability to leave.
I also think 1t would be a problem if
the schools were to close, 1f that goes
through. What happens when the parents
can"t get to their gift kids who are
now being shuttled across the West End
Bridge? It Just would be a problem.

In my opinion, I also
think that shutting down this line
reeks of racism. The medium income of
black families in Manchester 1is
$30,000, and seven percent of families
live below the poverty level. Closing
the bus route forces people out and
opens the door for developers. I think
shutting off the neighborhood from
access to the city is cruel and
unnecessary, and 1 think i1t shows a
lack of care towards 1ts
underprivileged and underserved
communities.

I understand you guys are
in a difficult position, but I do ask
you to reconsider the cuts to these bus

routes, and I hope for a funding
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resolution that works for everyone.
Thank you for your time and your
consideration.

ATTORNEY CETRA:

Thank you, Dorothy. We
appreciate you coming out and providing
this comment.

NANCY :

The next speaker is Eric
Severson. Eric, 1f you"ll come up to
the podium.

MR. SEVERSON:

Good evening. I*m Eric
Severson. That"s E-R-1-C S-E-V-E-R-S-
O-N. I m from Castle Shannon at zip

code 15234.

So I take the Blue Line
downtown every day, and then 14 over to
my work in Leetsdale. Three out of
nine employees 1 work with use the 14
bus to get to work. So you close that
bus route, 1t causes some headaches.

l"ve tried to use
alternative routes. I know that Beaver

County has a number one bus that goes

Sargent®"s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908

566




© 0o N o o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P R RBP R R PR R R R
aa A W N B O O 00 N o o0 A W N —» O

487

to my neighborhood, or through my work
neighborhood. And 1"ve tried using
Google Maps to get, using that. And
when 1 tried going to the bus stop to
use It to go back towards downtown, it
had a drop off only, so you couldn*t
actually use that bus stop. This was
listed on Google Maps to go that way.
So, that didn®"t work very well as,

like, an alternative.

And 1 know that back 1in
2022, 1 remember reading a report that
PRT was talking with --- were talking

about having, like, a hub kind of
situation with the BCTA. That PRT
would handle that route out to
Ambridge, and then that would connect
to that system over there. But the
BCTA runs a route that goes all the way
down to Pittsburgh during the week,
which again was very useable from my
experience.

But it competes with the
14. So, I don"t know what you guys are

doing to contact BCTA about
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consolidating or making this just work
a little better. But closing it
definitely affects me and my coworkers.
I --- 1 have --- 1"ve
looked at, like, other things, like,
l"ve gone on the Silver Line. I know
they“"re talking about closing that, and
l"ve used It to go to Hometown
Scooters. That®"s where 1 get my

scooter serviced, so I don"t go very

often. But 1 jJust looked at, like,
Library Station. It --- 1t ends, like,
in a residential neighborhood. So 1it"s
like a commuter kind of setup. But if
you look in that --- sure.

So in that area, you-~ll
see It has an apartment building. It
has a restaurant. It has things to do
there, but you also see, like, another
shopping area, and i1t"s completely
surrounded by parking lot. And there-~s
a dirt path going over to the T
station. So there®"s no design here to
basically take pedestrian traffic to

the T station. These places not only
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need to be just for commuters, but they
need to be places that you go and want
to go, use the transit to go.

Il also want to see that

the PRT justifies its cost. Like, 1t
costs $432, 1 read in an article, to
run public transit. Meanwhile, we"re

spending about $13,000 on average for
our car infrastructure. I want to know
from PRODUCT, what does PRT save the
whole budget? Thank you.

ATTORNEY CETRA:

Thank you, Eric.
NANCY :

Our next speaker is Lea

Bridi. Bridi. Lea Bridi.

MS. BRIDI:

Hi, I"m Lea Bridi. It°s
L-E-A B-R-1-D-1. I live 1In
Lawrenceville, 15201, and I am a bus

commuter on the 91 downtown.

Our route is not up for
cuts, but it would be a frequency
reduction. And so, 1 just kind of

wanted to give a general statement
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about the importance of making i1t easy
to commute downtown for work, for like
the health of Pittsburgh®™s downtown
and, like, 1ts economic viability.
It"s very expensive to park downtown,
certainly, like, out of my budget, and
I think many people~s. So 1if we want
people to go to work and spend money
downtown and not have downtown be like
an abandoned ghost town, 1 think 1t~"s
important that we make it easy for
people. Which would mean, you know,

frequent buses, not just buses in

general.

And --- and that --- that
is all I wanted to say. So, thank you.

ATTORNEY CETRA:

Thank you.

NANCY:

Our next speaker i1s Sean
Green. Is Sean Green present? Sean
Green.

At this time, we do not
have any other scheduled speakers.

Okay.
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ATTORNEY CETRA:

Just a reminder that our
hearing today runs until 7:00 p.m. So
ifT anyone present wants, that hasn®t
spoken yet, wants to speak or would
like to speak again, we encourage you
to do so.

NANCY :

We do have another

scheduled speaker. I*d like to call up

Justin. I don"t --- Justin Hsieh. I
hope 1 pronounced that correctly.
Justin, Jjust come up the podium and
state your name, and would you please
spell that for us? And you will have
up to three minutes to speak.

MR. HSIEH:

Hi . My name 1s Justin
Hsieh, H-S-1-E-H. I"m a student at
Carnegie Mellon University, and 1 live

off campus in the Shadyside.

I would like to oppose
the service cuts, specifically to the
28X Airport Flyer. Currently, the 28X

has a stop on Carnegie Mellon®s campus
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as well as a stop at other universities
in the area, i1including Chathanm
University, the University of
Pittsburgh, Carlow University, and
Duquesne University. Students,
including myself, fly between college
and their homes or other iIimportant
locations, and the 28X i1s a crucial
part of our travel.

And many of us choose to
ride the 28X for i1ts cost. A one seat
ride on the 28X costs $2.75. And
sometimes, If you have a student 1D,
it"s completely free. While the
cheapest Uber to the airport right now
costs an estimated $52.94.

The cuts to the 28X
specifically ending the service at
Carnegie Station will seriously hinder
our travel to the airport. To the best
of my knowledge, traveling from
Carnegie Mellon University to the
aitrport under the new cuts will require
taking three buses. One bus from

Oakland to downtown, and then the G2
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from downtown to Carnegie Station.

Then Ffinally,

the 28X from Carnegie

Station to the ailrport. With multiple

transfers acquired and service on the

G2 and 28X coming every 20 to 40

minutes, travel time to and from the

atrport will

predictable.

become longer and less

Furthermore, times such

as the beginning and end of the

semester and

break periods can see an

increase Iin student ridership and

sometimes the 28X fTills up before

everyone can
wait for the
problem will

service cuts.

at 11:00 p.m.

get on, leaving people to
next bus. And this

only be exacerba